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THE IRISH ORCHID  

SOCIETY  
COMMITTEE 

POLLINIA 
(pol-LIN-ee-uh)  
 
The compact packets of pollen 
found in orchid flowers.  Plural of 
Pollinium. 
 
Waxy pollen clumps or grains usu-
ally found in the anthers of most 
orchids; often yellow, distinct, and 
found under the pollen cap of the 
column. 
 
Pollinia contain the male reproduc-
tive cells.  
 
Latin pollin-, stem of pollen "fine 
flour, dust." 

 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS  

(renewable  in June of each year) 

 

 Adult Single    20.00 Euro 

 Family   30.00 Euro 

 OAP/Student*  15.00 Euro 

(*Confirmation of student status required) 
 

Please make cheques or PO payable to : 

The Irish Orchid Society 

 
Applications and other society communications 

should be made to the Secretary: 
 

Mary Bradshaw, Secretary 

Irish Orchid Society 

c/o National Botanic Gardens 

Glasnevin, Dublin 9, Ireland 

EDITORIAL INFORMATION 
 

The Editorial Staff reserve the right to edit and/

or amend articles submitted to the Newsletter.  

 

The views or comments published within this 

Newsletter are not necessarily views shared by 

either the Editorial Staff or the Irish Orchid So-

ciety. © 2008. 

 

Contributions of articles, pictures or comments 

should be sent by email to: editor@pollinia.org 

or by post to:  Laurence T. May, Bellarush, Cas-

tlebaldwin, Co. Sligo, Ireland. 

 

Copies of this and previous are issues available 

at: http://www.pollinia.org 

Cumann MagairlÜnÜ na 
h¼ireann 
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VANILLA    

 

         Vanilla is the fruit of  va-

nilla planifolia (fragrans)  or  

vanilla tahitensis, the only two 

of 35,000 species of orchid that 

bear edible fruit (vanilla pom-

pona is used primarily for per-

fumes and pharmaceuticals). 

The flower itself is totally de-

void of scent, requiring lengthy 

processing and fermentation to 

achieve the exquisite aroma of 

the vanilla bean. 

 

Vanilla is a genus of about 110 species in the orchid family (Orchidaceae), 
including the species Vanilla planifolia  from which commercial vanilla fla-
voring is derived. The name came from the Spanish word "vainilla", diminu-
tive form of "vaina" (meaning "sheath"), which is in turn derived from Latin 
"vagina". 

Premium beans, regardless of where they come 

from, should have a rich, full aroma, be oily to 

the touch, and sleek in appearance. Beans to 

avoid are those with very little scent, are 

smoky, brittle or dry, or are mildewed. 

 

Bourbon beans are long and slender, with a 

very rich taste and smell, have thick, oily skin, 

contain an abundance of tiny seeds, and have a 

strong vanilla aroma. 

 

Tahitian beans are usually shorter, plumper, 

and contain a higher oil and water content than 

Bourbon beans. 



  The  Irish  Orchid Society                                                                                 April 2008 

 PITY the poor orchids. 

The very laws designed to pro-

tect these rare plants are threat-

ening their future by making it 

more difficult for researchers to 

study them. 

 Botanists are calling for 

reform of the Convention on 

International Trade in Endan-

gered Species, which blocks the 

exchange of specimens between 

herbariums around the world. 

They claim CITES's purpose is 

being undermined by red tape. 

 All orchids are listed un-

der CITES as protected species. 

The rules are designed to stop 

them being plundered, and re-

quire a complex paper trail to be 

set up for any exchange of or-

chids, even between research 

labs. "Botanists are giving up 

on orchid research because it is 

so difficult to get access," says 

David Roberts of the UK's 

Royal Botanic Gardens in Kew. 

 On 6 February, he is pub-

lishing a study showing that or-

chid collection from Brazil and  

 

 

 

Costa Rica - key orchid habitats 

- has fallen since CITES came 

into force in 1975, while collec-

tion of unlisted plants has 

soared (Proceedings of the 

Royal Society B, DOI: 10.1098/

rspb.2007.1683). "Many orchid 

species which face extinction 

are going unstudied because of 

red tape," agrees Pat Raven of 

the Missouri Botanical Gardens. 
 
From New Scientist  
Print Edition  
08 February 2008  
http://www.newscientist.com/
article/mg19726423.700-
conservation-laws-threaten-rare-
orchids.html 

 

 

 

 

 

   CONSERVATION LAWS THREATEN RARE ORCHIDS 
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Brassavola cucullata  

 

http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg19726423.700-conservation-laws-threaten-rare-orchids.html
http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg19726423.700-conservation-laws-threaten-rare-orchids.html
http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg19726423.700-conservation-laws-threaten-rare-orchids.html


         Pollinia                                                                                                               April 2008 

M aori legend holds that you daren't speak 

its name. When digging for it in the for-

ests of New Zealand, its true name of perei must 

never be said aloud, or the orchid will hear its 

pursuers coming and hide away. No amount of 

digging will uncover its delicious tubers then. It 

was not formed of the earth like other vegeta-

bles, but was a gift sent by the gods. The term 

maukuuku is substituted for the one true name so 

that the orchid won't be startled. 

 

Tasting somewhat like cinnamon-spiced potato, 

the underground rhizomes of the Gastrodia or-

chid have always lured people into searching 

them out wherever they grow.  

 

A ncient 

Chinese 

folklore in-

cludes the 

story of an old 

man who col-

lected Gas-

trodia in the 

mountains 

every spring. 

One year, after 

a complete 

season of searching without finding a single tu-

ber, the man decided to grow the elusive plant 

himself. He prepared a field, sowed the seeds 

fine as dust, and waited. A year later the field 

was still barren - someone must have stolen his 

crop. At the next planting season, he set up a 
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REVERSAL OF 

FORTUNE  

 

A SHORT  

APPRECIATION 

OF THE 

GASTRODIA 

ORCHID OF NEW 

ZEALAND 

 

Gastrodia elata 
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shack next to his field and pro-

ceeded to watch it, day in day 

out. At harvest time he dug up 

the whole field without finding a 

single tuber. The wise old man 

concluded that the plant must be 

a gift from heaven, not meant to 

be cultivated. He named it 

tianma, meaning 'from heaven', 

and since that time everybody 

knew that no mere mortal could 

ever grow it. 
 

J ust by looking at it, one can 

tell that Gastrodia is no ordi-

nary orchid. It lacks the basic 

structures that makes things 

plants, for a start. It has no 

leaves, no stems, and no roots. 

All it consists of is a small 

rounded subterranean rhizome. 

Infrequently, it will burst into 

bloom and produce a tall red in-

florescence bearing small curi-

ous flowers. How does this thing 

live? Is it magic? How does it 

obtain nutrients? Why doesn't it 

need chlorophyll like other 

plants? Gastrodia is not a para-

site, because it doesn't possess 

structures that enter the vascular 

tissues of other plants, like the 

insiduous haustoria of dodder or 

mistletoe do. It is not a parasite.  

Or is it?  

   

In fact, in a roundabout way, it 

is. In order to survive, it is en-

tirely reliant on a fungus. This 

relationship is termed mycohet-

erotrophy and is a corruption of 

the symbiotic mycorrhizal rela-

tionships between fungi and 

plants.  

 

It is also a pretty neat reversal of 

the concept of pathogenic  fungi 

that obtain their nutrients from 

plants. Armillaria mellea is a 

deadly fungal parasite of trees.  

 

Most of its tissues consist of a 

mass of underground hyphae 

called the mycelium, which lives  

  6                                                          Reversal Of Fortune:   Gastrodia    
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off decaying plant matter in the 

soil. However, when the fungus 

finds a tree to infect, these hyphae 

branch out into fibres that resem-

ble black bootlaces. They rapidly 

form a network under the bark of 

the tree, slowly taking nutrients 

from it and causing the tree roots 

to rot. Once the tree has suc-

cumbed, the fungus sprouts edible 

fruiting bodies from its carcass, 

the honey mushrooms so cher-

ished in haute cuisine.  

 

I n the wild, all orchids need 

fungi in order to germinate. 

Orchid seeds are very small, 

some consisting essentially of 

only a couple of cells surrounded 

by a thin layer of protective tis-

sue. A single orchid capsule can 

release millions of these seeds to 

the wind, with the chances of suc-

cessful germination being very 

slim indeed. When the seed of an 

orchid encounters a mycorrhizal 

fungus, a strange thing starts to 

happen: the fungus enters the 

seed. At first it looks like the or-

chid is doomed. However, the 

tables are turned and the orchid 

proceeds to receive nutrients from 

the fungus. Instead of carrying its 

nutrients with it in the form of a 

bigger seed, the orchid relies on 

the fungus to supply its first meal. 

Cells start to divide, chlorophyll 

is made, the orchid turns green, 

and eventually the tiny orchid 

seedling can photosynthesize and 

provide for itself.  

 

The Gastrodia orchid interacts in 

such a way with the fungus called 

Mycena osmundicola to form its 

rhizome. There it lies in wait for 

its next encounter. Armillaria is 

virtually everywhere; it doesn't 

need to wait long. Soon the Ar-

millaria filaments come into con-

tact with the rhizome under-

ground and proceed to infiltrate 

it. This was a mistake. It has now 

signed a contract to provide the 

orchid with all its nutritional re-

quirements. Energy flows from 

diseased and decaying trees to 

Armillaria and on to Gastrodia.    
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It is a parasite-by-proxy. No won-

der no-one could ever cultivate it. 

They didn't realize that they 

needed the fungus to make it all 

work. 

 

And yet, in an anthropomorphic 

way, it is as if the orchid has not  

forgotten its kinship with the 

other plants it indirectly feeds 

upon. It reduces the voraciousness 

of the fungus by the clever use of 

chemical signals. These fungal 

inhibitors protect uninfected trees 

in the forest surrounding the or-

chid from falling  

 

victim to the Armillaria's glut-

tony. It seems the orchid has 

planned for the welfare of its fu-

ture offspring as well.  

 

Recently, five new orchid species 

were discovered in the Green 

Corridor, central Vietnam, by the 

WWF Vietnam programme and 

the Forest Protection Department 

of Thua Thien Hue Province. One 

of these is a brand new Gastrodia 

- pictured here - named Gastrodia 

theana after its discoverer, Viet-

namese botanist Pham Van The.  
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 Permission to reprint this article was kindly provided by: 

 'The Electric Orchid Hunter,' of Eclectic Epiphytes and Electrophoretic Epigrams  

 (http://electricorchid.blogspot.com) 

 For additional information on Gastrodia see: 

 http://www.itmonline.org/arts/gastrodia2.htm 

 

                     Gastrodia theana  
The newly described orchid's salmon-

pink, fleshy flowers bloom between 
March and April.  

Gastrodia pubilabiata  
Japan and Taiwan, found in bamboo plantations and forests in 

the northern and central mountainous regions. 

Gastrodia is a genus of achlorophyllous orchid with about 40 species. 
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I  think for many of us, there is a spe-

cial anticipation each year when we 

first enter the exhibition hall at the Glas-

nevin Botanic Gardens for the Dublin Orchid Fair. 

 

This year the Fair took place from Saturday, April 5th to Sunday 

April 6th, and again Irish Orchid Society members were granted a 

Preview Evening on Friday, April 4th.  

 

On arriving, the concoction of plant fragrances evoked by the sun-

shine warming the room was immediately striking.  

 

I quickly identified the chief sources as being Coelogyne ochracea, 

and the various Miltonia, Burrageara and Dendrobium kingianum 

hybrids. Visually sweeping across the exhibition, you had to be im-

pressed by the blaze of colour even from those excessively gaudy 

hybrids.  

 

The participating nursery exhibitors included Burnham Nurseries 

and Deva Orchids from the UK. Also, the Dublin grower Jim Kelly, 

who exclusively grows Pleiones, a genus especially popular with 

Alpine plant enthusiasts. 

 

I am pleased to report that they were all delighted with their trade 

again this year. 

 

The Irish Orchid Society had its usual promotional and competition 

show-stand. The orchid fair is vitally important to the society in rais-

ing funds as well as being the hub for membership recruitment.  

 

On these matters, Tom Petherbridge commented that although we 

did not match last yearôs exceptional success, things had gone well.    

 

We were particularly heartened by the number of young people at 

the event. We must do our utmost to encourage more of their in-

volvement.                                                  Continued on Page 30 

Dublin Orchid 

Fair 2008  
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GREAT ORCHID BOOKS OF THE PAST (PART 2) 
 

Sertum Orchidaceum 
by John Lindley 

 

 
John Lindley 

In the mid-nineteenth century, as increased numbers of new orchid species 

were introduced to Europe, the terminology of the orchid family became increasingly 

confusing. Seeing the need for a systematic classification of the orchids, John Lind-

ley developed a system of enumerating all the known orchids of the world, thus be-

coming known as "the father of modern orchidology"  

John Lindley was born at Catton, near Norwich, England, on 5 February 

1799. His father was a well-known nurseryman, renowned as the author of A Guide 

to the Orchard and Kitchen Garden. He had only one useful eye, the other having 

been blind since infancy. Young Lindley was educated at the Grammar School at 

Norwich. Though he had difficulty in learning lessons by rote, he distinguished him-

self by his quick and industrious nature. At that time his interest led him to the study 

of plants, and he is known to have spent much of his pocket money in renting books 

on those subjects. He read with such avidity that his schoolmates called him "Old 

Antiquity." He left school when he was about sixteen and went to Belgium on busi-

ness transactions for his father. On his return he took up his botanical and horticul-

tural pursuits. 

At Norwich, Lindley became well acquainted with William Hooker, to 

whom he supplied plants from time to time. In 1818 or 1819 he went to London and 

there was employed as assistant librarian by Hooker's son, Sir Joseph. The younger 
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Hooker also thought highly of Lindley 

and recommended him to Mr. William 

Cattley, who was looking for an editor 

for the Collectena Botanico, an enu-

meration of many of Cattley's fine 

plants. This work was published in 

1821. 

Lindley bought a dissecting 

microscope and a small herbarium, an 

important addition to his own expanding 

collection. The herbarium received the 

whole of what he called his leisure 

hours. By the age of 23, having spent 

some years studying botany, horticulture 

and entomology, and becoming a skilled 

botanical artist, Lindley was appointed 

Assistant Secretary of the Horticultural 

Society (later to become the Royal Hor-

ticultural Society) in 1822. 

At that time the garden at Ches-

wick was being formed by William 

Spencer Cavendish, the sixth Duke of 

Devonshire, partly under Lindley's su-

pervision. Both jobs were performed 

ably and well, and in 1826 he was ap-

pointed sole assistant secretary to the 

Horticultural Society, in which capacity 

he attended to duties in both London and 

Cheswick. From this point on Lindley 

became the mainspring of the Society, 

advancing its financial position and 

maintaining its working efficiency.  

His particular attentions had 

been more exclusively devoted to orchi-

daceous plants for years. Between 1830 

and 1840 his Genera and Species of 

Orchidaceous Plants was issued in 

parts; a second edition, under the title of 

Folia Orchidaceae, was begun in 1852, 

but was never completed, the last part 

having been issued in May 1859. The 

Sertum Orchidaceum, a folio of beauti-

fully colored plates, appeared in num-

bers and was completed in 1838. 

Lindley is credited with playing 

a crucial role in saving the botanic gar-

den at Kew, then a Royal property, from 

abolition after the death of William IV 

in 1837. The garden had fallen into de-

cline after the death of Sir Joseph Banks 

in 1820, and Lindley was one of the 

three-man team (the others were Joseph 

Paxton and a head gardener named John 

Wilson) whose report to the govern-

ment, drafted by Lindley, saved  Kew:  

it was nationalized, after a considerable 

battle with the Treasury, which wanted 

to be rid of it. 

Seeing the need for a first-rate 

horticultural journal, Lindley and other 

gentlemen, including Sir Joseph Paxton, 

founded the Gardeners' Chronicle in 

1841. Lindley became its editor, doing 

his utmost to raise the prestige of horti-

culture and, through his great knowledge 

of plants and their requirements, clearly 

laying before the public the physiologi-

cal laws involved in the various opera-

tions of gardening. As wealthy amateurs 

began collecting orchids, Lindley seized 

the opportunity for an intensive study of 

the genera and species. By his investiga-

tions, he was the first to make a substan-

tial classification of the Orchid Family. 

Though the system was later modified to 

meet expanding needs, its basic simplic-

ity made it valuable to horticulture. 

An interesting fact that is little 

known is that Lindley visited Mullingar 

in early November 1845 on the invita-

tion of John Lyons, of The Orchid Man-

ual fame. Lindley was one of three com-

missioners appointed by the British gov-

ernment to enquire into the disease 

which had destroyed the potato crop in 

Ireland at that time. The winter that fol-
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lowed saw the complete destruction of 

the crop by blight. 

In this position as orchid au-

thority for British horticulture, Lindley 

began receiving a steady stream of mate-

rial for study and identification, and his 

herbarium became the repository of the 

type and duplicates of numerous new 

genera and species from all parts of the 

world. To this he added his own skill-

fully done analytical pencil sketches and 

ink and watercolor drawings. He contin-

ued in this office until 1858, resigning to 

become secretary to the society and 

member of council, a position which he 

held until failing strength and the over-

whelming responsibilities of the Exhibi-

tion of 1862 obliged him to give up all 

active participation in management of 

the society's affairs. 

Lindley had been in poor health 

for some years. In 1851 he had acted as 

juror to investigate and report on the 

foods displayed in the Great exhibition 

of that year. The burden of this office, 

compiled upon his other duties, was so 

trying that as a consequence he became 

seriously ill. He recuperated after a pe-

riod of rest and resumed his work with 

his usual vitality, but when the 1862 

Exhibition commenced, he was induced 

against the advice of his family to take 

charge of the whole colonial department. 

Constant headaches began to plague 

him, but he refused to give up his post. 

By the time the exhibition was closed 

his mental and physical health had been 

so severely impaired that he was never 

to recover fully. Soon thereafter he was 

compelled to resign as secretary of the 

Society. Dr. Lindley's family and friends 

were aware of his fragile heath, but his 

death took them somewhat by surprise. 

He retired for the night on Tuesday, 31 

October; 1865 the following morning he 

was taken by a seizure and died very 

shortly afterward.  

Though John Lindley's life may 

have seemed centered in the Horticul-

tural Society, many other activities and 

pursuits, in which he actively engaged, 

were important to him. He lectured both 

at University College and at the Botanic 

Garden of the Society of Apothecaries at 

Chelsea; in this latter establishment he 

held the office of Praefectus Horti. His 

connection with University College had 

begun in 1829, and he continued to lec-

ture there until 1862. Upon his resigna-

tion he was made Emeritus Professor 

and was subsequently appointed to the 

office of Examiner of Botany at the Uni-

versity of London from 1861 to 1863.  

An impressive list of orchidôs 

today honour Lindley's name. Barkeria 

lindleyana, Maxillaria lindleyana, 

Odontoglossum lindleyanum, Sobralia 

lindleyana, and Bulbophyllum lindley-

anum are some of the plants named for 

him. 

Sertum Orchidaceum: Wreath 

of the most beautiful Orchidaceous 

Flowers (1837-1838), comprised of 50 

hand coloured lithographic plates which 

were engraved by M. Gauci, mostly 

from paintings by Sarah Drake who at 

the same time were working on James 

Batemanôs work Orchidaceae of Mexico 

and Guatemala. Lindley was a perfec-

tionist and employed the best painter 

and printer available at that time to exe-

cute his work. He also employed 

Schouten, William Griffith and Richard 

Schomburg to contribute to the illustra-

tions 

(Continued on Page 18) 
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THE 19th WORLD ORCHID CONFERENCE 

MIAMI, FLORIDA JANUARY 23-27, 2008 
 

T hree members of the Irish Orchid Society registered for and attended this 

yearôs World Conference which is held every three years. Its theme this time 

was ñOrchids - Natureôs Masterpieceò and Floridians were very excited to have 

the event back in the United States after over two decades absence and to host it in 

Miami. The Conference was co-hosted by the Fort Lauderdale Orchid Society and 

the South Florida Orchid Society at the Sheraton Miami Mart - an excellent facility 

near the airport with ñacresò of display space . Lectures were held in various con-

ference rooms at the Sheraton Miami Hotel. 

  

Access to registrants began with the Opening Ceremony on Tuesday, January 22nd, 

followed by the Premier Party, an all-ticket affair sponsored by Bacardi Ltd. This 

was truly spectacular. Macaws and flamingos were on site to greet the guests and 

(believe it, or not) they stayed all week! 2,000 registrants participated in the Pre-

mier Party with Dixieland  jazz, hot and cold food of many different kinds and lots 

of Bacardi (I didnôt know there were so many flavours), but best of all more than 

100 orchid exhibits on view. 

  

The exhibits were really magnificent. The worldôs best growers along with 29 or-

chid societies and individuals from around the world participated. More than 300 

judges had examined every flower and exhibit and presented 72 trophies, 167 med-

als, more than 1,000 ribbons and the Grand Champion awards. My first sight on 

entering the display area was an exhibit by R. F. Orchids of Homestead, Florida. 

Entitled ñOn the Road to Mandalayò, it featured a ñmountainò of blue Vanda.  It 

was awarded the Grand Champion Display Trophy, Best in Class Trophy and a 

gold medal for its 1,000 square foot exhibit. R.F. is Robert Fuchs, who is also the 

President of the WOC and the owner of a nursery in Homestead, Florida. 

  

We tried to capture the beauty on display from the various exhibitors, Amazon 

Orchids, Eco Orquideas, Exotic Orchids of Maui, Indian River Orchids, Jo-

seph Wu Orchids, Normanôs Orchids, Krull-Smith Orchids, Orquideas de  
Latinoamerica, Taiwan Flora International, to name but a few exhibitors. Prices 

were, I thought, very reasonable. Plants were available for as low as US$5. Singa-

pore Orchids were actually giving away Vandas and Ascocendas because they had 

brought too many for their display. EFG Orchidsô exhibit featured an ñactiveò vol-

cano that erupted each hour at which time the nursery gave away plants. This was 

heart-breaking for Bob and me as we did not arrange for CITES permits in advance 

of our trip and we knew we could not take plants home.  
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There were other vendors too, masses of souvenir material from the event, mugs, T-

shirts, and posters ï all a bit expensive, I thought. Jewellery, photographs, glass-

works, wine, books (Timber Press) were all on sale, and many exhibitors - The 

American Orchid Society (I joined), the Orchid Conservation Alliance (Bob 

joined,) Singapore Botanic Gardens ( the  20th WOC will be held in Singapore in 

2011,) the Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, Vizcaya  Museum and Gardens, 

again to name but a few. The Orchid Society of Great Britain had a very creditable 

exhibit of photographs with an emphasis on pollination. Scott helped them to hang 

their display. 

 

There were art contests,  photography contests, quilt making contests, cake decorat-

ing contests, Ikebana etc. Nothing, of course, could match the floral displays, but the 

lectures came a close second.  

 

These came under three different headings, Science, Conservation and Horticul-

ture. These series ran concurrently from January 23-26th and registrants could at-

tend whichever lecture they wished while returning at will to view and purchase at 

the exhibition. Tours were also provided to various venues and nurseries throughout 

South Florida over the four days. We did not take any of these as we are already fa-

miliar with South Florida. Nor did we attend the final ñTropical Night Galaò which 

promised to be really spectacular, but at an extra US$250 per head. 

 

I took some notes on the lectures I attended in order to share them with I.O.S. mem-

bers. I hope I (and you) can make sense of them. The following are some examples.  

 

Phillip J. Cribb - ñOrchids in a Changing Climateò 

 

This opening session pointed out that the application of DNA analysis to orchids 

(1990) is very significant for the understanding of orchid population structures. The 

duty of the taxonomist is to stabilise nomenclature, but change is enormous and 

Trademark names are confusing nomenclature. There are 249 accepted species of 

Ophrys in Europe now but only 6 genetic species. DNA has also helped to identify 

the age of the Orchid family. A fossil bee, Melorchis caribea, has been found carry-

ing orchid pollen on its back and is dated to 119 million years ago.  

 

Roger Hammer - ñAn Introduction to the Orchids of Floridaò  
 

There are 119 species of orchids in Florida, of which 106-107 are native to the state. 

Vanilla planifolia was previously considered a non-native but since it was  

 

                                                                                             Text continued Page 22 
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The book was dedicated to 

William Spencer Cavendish, the Duke 

of Devonshire, who at that time had an 

important collection of orchids at Chats-

worth. Lindley had supervised formation 

of the gardens of the Duke at Cheswick 

some ten years earlier.  

Copies of this publication 

rarely come on the market and those that 

do command high prices. A search of 

the auction houses on the Internet 

showed one original copy available for 

sale at a price of ú26,000. Go on it next 

Christmas! 

The plates are of a variety of 

Genera/Species with accompanying text 

by Lindley himself. Aerides, Brassia, 

Calanthe, Catasetum, Cattleya, Cymbi-

dium, Cycnoches, Cyrtochilum, Den-

drobium, Epidendrum, Huntleya, Laelia, 

Miltonia, Oncidium, Stanhopea and 

Schomburgkia are all beautifully illus-

trated on a full page with the descriptive 

text facing each illustration. Very little 

cultural data was given by Lindley for 

he was not Gardner per se. However 

some cultural details were supplied by 

the well known gardener at the time, a 

Mr Paxton who managed the Dukeôs 

orchid collection at Chatsworth at that 

time.  

I am fortunate to own a limited 

reprint copy from the 1970ôs. Although 

not of the same value or quality as the 

original work, the overall size is still 

large. However, some of the illustrations 

have lost the clarity of the original.  

Even this reprint run was lim-

ited to 1000 copies and are difficult to 

locate if not more so than the original. If 

anyone would like to see a copy of ei-

ther this book or indeed a copy of the 

book I wrote about in my previous arti-

cle, James Batemanôs Orchidaceae of 

Mexico and Guatemala, [Ed:Pollinia 

Vol. 5, Issue 4 (June 2007,)] please let 

me know and I will bring a the copy to a 

monthly meeting. Please note that be-

cause of these books age and value I 

am unable to lend them.   SP   

Cattleya violacea  

from Sertum Orchidaceum 
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Is iomaí cor sa tsaol. 
There is many a twist in life.  

 

Use Yellow Cups to Catch Insects - 
smear plastic yellow cup with regular 
Vaseline and place in your greenhouse. 
 
The yellow color will  attract all kinds of  
insects and they will be caught in the 
Vaseline. This works for aphids and mites. 
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 W hen people ask me why Nero Wolfe grows 

orchids I ask them which they are interested 

in, orchids or him. If they ask what difference that 

makes, I say it makes all the difference. If they are 

curious about orchids, the best and simplest answer is 

to take them up to the plant rooms, but if they're curi-

ous about Nero Wolfe, there are a dozen different 

answers and they are all complicated.  

 

Wolfe's flowers go all they way from the showiest to 

the shyest. He has a Cattleya hybrid, bred by him, 

which threw it's first flower last year, that is twice as 

gaudy as anything you ever saw in a florist shop, and 

he has a Cymbidium hybrid, ensifolium x Sanderae, 

bred by him in 1953, so coy that it makes one little 

flower each year: off-white, the size of a dime, hidden 

down in the foliage. Once I saw him scowling at it 

and muttering, "Confound you, are you too timid or 

too proud?"  

 

If he ever talks to himself he keeps it strictly private, 

but I have often heard him talk to orchids. He'll cock 

his head at a bench of Miltonias in full bloom and say 

distinctly, "Much too loud. Why don't you learn to 

whisper?" Not that he ever whispers.  

 

Wolfe started on orchids many years ago with a speci-

men plant of Vanda suavis, given to him by the wife 

of a man he had cleared on a murder rap. He kept it in 

the office and it petered out. He got mad, built a little 

shed on the roof and bought 20 plants. Now the plant 

rooms are 34x86, the size of the house. He hasn't 

bought a plant from a commercial grower for 10 

years, but he sells some --- a hundred or more a year.  

 

Of the four hours a day he spends up in the plants 

rooms --- 9 to 11 in the morning and 4 to 6 in the af-

ternoon --- not more than 20 minutes is spent looking 

at flowers. First he makes a tour through the aisles, 

which are 30 inches wide instead of the usual two feet 

--- the tropical room, the intermediate, and the cool --- 

and then on to the potting room. He nods to Theodore 

 

 

WHY NERO 
WOLFE LIKES 
ORCHIDS 

BY REX STOUT 
 

 
 
 

Rex Todhunter Stout 
(December 1, 1886 - Oc-
tober 27, 1975) was an 
American writer best 
known as the creator of 
the larger-than-life fic-
tional detective Nero 
Wolfe, described by one 
reviewer as "that Falstaff 
of detectives."  Wolfe's 
assistant Archie Goodwin 
recorded the cases of the 
detective genius from 
1934 (Fer-de-Lance) to 
1975 (A Family Affair ). 
The Nero Wolfe corpus 
was nominated Best Mys-
tery Series of the Century 
at Bouchercon 2000, the 
world's largest mystery 
convention, and Rex 
Stout was nominated 
Best Mystery Writer of 
the Century. 
 
This article was written 
for a special issue of  Life  
magazine, concluding a 
feature story titled "The 
Orchid" that was photo-
graphed by Alfred Eisen-
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the gardener, and says, "Well?" Theodore says either, "Well enough," or something 

like, "A pod of Coelogyne will be ready in two days."  

 

Then work. It may be real work, like bringing a dozen old plants from one of the 

rooms for dividing and repotting, or opening a bale of osmunda fiber and inspecting 

it; or it may be merely getting a tape and going to the cool room to measure the pani-

cles of Odontoglossums. It can be any of the thousand chores that orchids take --- 

mixing fertilizer, labeling, presoaking new pots, checking ventilation and humidity, 

adjusting shade screens, stripping bulb sheaths, chipping charcoal, and so forth, for-

ever and ever with no amen. Except spraying. Wolfe hates it, and Theodore does it 

when he's not there.  

 

Of course, most of the chores are for breeding, not growing. Buying a dozen or so 

orchid plants and keeping them going and blooming in a house or apartment is no 

trick at all, but hybridizing is a career. Usually an orchid flower is both male and 

female, so deciding on father and mother is up to Nero Wolfe. Having cross-

pollenated, he waits seven months to a year for the seed pod to mature and ripen. A 

large pod will have a million or more seeds. They are among the smallest of all plant 

seeds.  

 

The preparations in a hospital operating room for an appendectomy are nothing com-

pared to the fuss of planting a batch of orchid seed. What Wolfe has to keep out is 

fungus. If one microscopic fungus cell gets in a bottle with the seed, it goes to work 

on the nutrient jelly in which the infant flower is planted, and goodbye seed. If he 

does it right and is lucky, in nine or 10 months he scoops the tiny half-inch seedlings 

out of the bottle and plants them in community pots. A year later he transplants them 

to individual three-inch pots and in another two years to 4½-inch pots, and crosses 

his fingers. Then five or six or seven years since the day he put pollen to stigma, he 

sees an orchid no one ever saw before. It is different from any orchid that has ever 

bloomed, including those in the Garden of Eden. 

 

The differences may be very slight, or there may be flaws, but about once in every 

five times his orchid will be worthy of dad and mom, and there is one chance in ten 

thousand that it will be a absolute stunner. Since he has seen only a fraction of the 

many thousands of named and listed hybrids, he can't be sure until the day some 

grower takes a long hard look at his baby and says casually, "Interesting little plant. 

I'll give you $400 for it." Then he'll know that in a few years orchid catalogues will 

list one more named for him, or at least by him.  
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In the past 20 years Nero Wolfe has had that happen 14 times, and he has on his 

benches a total of 112 unnamed varieties bred by him and good enough to keep. 

Okay, that's very satisfactory, and it's one of the reasons he grow orchids; but it's not 

the main one. He grows orchids chiefly for the same reason that he wears bright yel-

low shirts: for the color.  

 

I said he spends only 20 minutes of the four hours looking at flowers, but that's a lot. 

Anyway he gets some special kind of kick from color. He says you don't look at 

color, you feel it, and apparently he thinks that really means something.  

 

It doesn't to me, but maybe it does to you and you know exactly how he feels as he 

opens the door to the plant rooms and walks in on the big show. I have never known 

a day when less than a hundred plants were in bloom, and sometimes there are a 

thousand, from the pure white of dainty little Dendrobium nobile virginalis to the 

yellow-tan-bronze-mahogany-purple of big and gaudy Laelia tenebrosa. It is unques-

tionably worth a look --- or, if you react the same way Wolfe does, a feel.  

One question I don't know the answer to and can only guess at is why he cuts the 

ones he brings down to the office every morning for the vase on his desk. Why not 

bring the plant, since then the flowers would be good for another week or more? 

Because he would have to take it back up again? No; he could just add that to my 

daily chores. Because he thinks that particular spike or raceme has been around long 

enough? No; sometimes it will be a very special item, like the dwarf Vanda with 

green dots that a commercial grower offered him $1,200 for. Because he hates to 

carry things? That could be, but he carries plenty of them from the growing rooms to 

the potting rooms and back again. The best guess is that he doesn't want to give a 

plant a shadow of an excuse not to go on blossoming at peak efficiency. If a Zy-

gopetalum has a cluster of eight flowers this year, and next year only six, it could 

blame it on the day in the office --- not enough light and the temperature and humid-

ity wrong; and although you can say pfui to an orchid plant, and Wolfe often does, 

there's no real satisfaction in it.  

 

How does he decide each morning which one he will cut for his desk vase that day? I 

have had various theories, but none of them has stood up. One was that it depended 

on the bank balance. If the balance was high, say 50 grand, he would pick something 

extra flashy; if it was low, down to four figures, it would be something subdued like 

a brown speckled Dendrobium. That theory lasted three days. When I told him about 

it he grunted and said, "The flower a woman chooses depends on the woman. The 

flower a man chooses depends on the flower."    

 

Life Magazine,  September 15, 1963 
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brought by the Indians before Columbus it should be considered ñnativeò.  Ha-

benaria nivea, ñThe Snowy Orchidò has a three-week flowering period. Its flowers 

smell like grape jelly and it can be found in the Big Cypress Preserve. Encyclia coch-

leata in Florida is a Triandrus form, has three anthers and is self-pollinating. En-

cyclia tampensis (Butterfly Orchid) is very widespread. It was first discovered in 

1846 near Tampa during the Second Seminole War. It has lots of variation in flower 

size, colour and scent. There is an albino form. It has seven different pollinators. 

ñThe Ghost Orchidò, formerly found in Cuba, is found in Florida in Collier County 

and in the Fakahatchee Swamp. It is pollinated by the Giant Sphinx Moth. 

 

Ruben Sauleda - ñEncyclias of the Bahamasò 

  

There are now 56 species of orchids in the Bahamas. Bahamian Encyclias are very 

promiscuous and quite variable. They back cross. Encyclia rufa grows among the 

palms near sand dunes. It grows on bare rock in full sunlight and is very fragrant. 

Salt water comes in around it and it will not tolerate temperatures of less than 40 F. It 

is known asò The Xmas Orchidò. Encyclia gracilis has no leaves, no abscission lay-

ers and grows out of solid rock. E. fulcata is very small and grows on Cedar trees.  

E. rufa grows bigger and fuller further south in the Bahamas because there are less 

species so they canôt cross. All Bahamian species came originally from Cuba. 

  

Nina Rach - ñThe Genus Stanhopeaò  
 

These plants are originally from Peru and Costa Rica. All Stanhopea have pendent 

inflorescences; they are not deciduous and should not drop their leaves. Fragrance is 

very important for identification. Molecular taxonomy is worked out from colour and 

fragrance analysis and each fragrance comes entirely from the hypochile. Regular 

bees visit these plants in Texas.  Ten new species of Stanhopea have been identified 

between 1998 and 2005. S. whittenii was identified in 2002. It hails from Guatemala, 

Belize and Mexico. Its fragrance is trans-methyl cinnamate.  

 

Michael Tibbs - ñSouth African Orchidsò 

 

South Africa has cool wet winters and warm dry summers, with no humidity. Some 

plants need fire for reproduction. Available water is almost always very cold 12 -

15c. There are 74 terrestrial species of Disa. All are summer flowering. They need 

fresh air, a pH range of 5.7 to 5.9, good light, not direct sunlight and a good supply 

of cold water. Keep plants wet even at night. They have snow on their roots in winter 

in South Africa. Disas can be pollinated on a cut stem. Seed can mature in 6 weeks 

and new seedlings can flower within a year. There are 51 terrestrial species of Eulo-

phia. These have long lasting flowers and are easy to hybridise. Satyrium has 35 

species. They grow along roadsides. S .odorum has the scent of cloves.  
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J. Hermans - ñThe Remarkable Terrestrial Orchids of Madagascarò 

  

The best time to visit Madagascar is between December and March. There are 977 

species of orchids in Madagascar, one third of which are terrestrial and mostly en-

demic. Most deserve a place in cultivation. Madagascar is visited by southeast trade 

winds and there is no dry season. There are about ten species of Gastrorchis, all en-

demic. Cynorchis purpurea is commonly found near streams. Angraecum sororium 

is a lithophyte. Cynorchis gibbosa grows along roadsides. There are 30 species of 

Habenaria in a variety of habitats.  

 

Larry Zettler - ñAn Overview of the Orchid-fungal Symbiosis in Natureò 

  

A scary title, but certainly it was one of the most interesting of all the sessions. Or-

chids are connoisseurs of fungi. Growers should think of fungi as ñorchid preyò and 

manage them accordingly. Terrestrial orchids have a high degree of mycotrophy in 

seedlings. Epiphytic orchids are also assumed to consume fungi when young and to 

photosynthesise later. They also use fungi to obtain water. Some symbiotic seed ger-

mination has been carried out using oatmeal as a base. It was found that adult orchids 

prefer different fungi than baby orchids. Rhizoctonia-like fungi are the most com-

monly used. The fungus genus Ceratorhiza is ubiquitous worldwide and the genus 

Epulorhiza (known as the ñSuper Fungusò) is very popular with orchids.  

 

Gary Backhouse - ñNatureôs Masterpieces from Down Underò 

 (Temperate terrestrial orchids from South Australia) 

  

There are 1,800 species, 190 genera and 50 named orchids, 95% of which are en-

demic. The climate is Mediterranean and flowering peaks in spring.  Dipodium  

roseum grows to 1 metre tall, has 30 - 40 pink flowers and is known as ñThe Hya-

cinth Orchid.ò Pterostylis plumosa grows on the coast and has a plumed labellum. 

P.setifera has a prominent labellum which is sensitive. There are 25 species of Cory-

bas. Corybas aconitiflorus has all its parts hidden inside the dorsal sepal. Pyrorchis 

nigricans only flowers after fire, approximately every two years. All Diuris species 

mimic nectar-bearing plants. Among the Spider Orchid plants (Caladenias) taxon-

omy relies on labellum formation. Caladenia tentaculata has a labellum like a Man-

tis, C.creba has one like a steel scourer, C. barbarossa ïñThe Dragon Orchidò has a 

folded labellum with horns. All the Spider Orchids hybridise freely. Thelymitra pul-

cherrimum is probably the most sought after plant in Australia. Every inflorescence 

has a different flower and patterning almost like fingerprints. 

 

Norman Fang - ñPhalaenopsisò 
 

This lecture was given by the well known breeder and grower of ñharlequinò Pha-

laenopsis from Taiwan, long established in California. Novelty types are very slow  
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to develop. Every time you clone them they mutate. The well-known spotting is 

caused by chromosomes. The  warmer  the weather, the less spotting. The third gen-

eration of crosses  has a bigger lip. There is more uniformity when you cross species. 

Stem to stem propagation prevents mutation.  

 

Scott Stewart ï ñConservation of Floridaôs Native Speciesò.  
 

Here the attempt is to put Integrated conservation into practice. Three main areas are 

involved, Propagation, Planned Species Recovery and Plant Species Re-introduction. 

A study was carried out on asymbiotic propagation of Habenaria macroceralitis. 

Malgromôs modified medium produced the best results over a period of 16 weeks. 

This medium has an organic N source. Incubation in total darkness also brought the 

best results. For symbiotic propagation  seven mycobiants were isolated from Spi-

ranthes floridana and the same genus of fungus, Ceratorhiza, was found in all loca-

tions. But only one plant in 50 had pollinia. No seed was produced asexually either. 

It was concluded that there was low genotypic diversity in S.floridana probably re-

sulting from a highly inbred population. As you can see this study is only the begin-

ning of a long procedure to try to propagate with a greater degree of certainty.  

 

Michael Ooi ï ñPhalaenopsis violacea and P.bellinaò 

 

 Phalaenopsis violacea is in a state of peril in Malaysia. Its habitat is gone,  the 

swamps in which it grew are now townships and Michael Ooi showed his slides, 

from the relatively recent past, with a sense that if he had truly appreciated the speed 

with which development would happen, he would have tried to do more to protect 

the plants. The trees on which it once grew have been removed for palm oil planta-

tions. Everybody wanted a P.violacea alba and it was not possible to protect plants 

in the wild. There are plans to reintroduce it but they do not seem too hopeful at pre-

sent. P.bellina is from Borneo and its flowers are almost double the size of 

P.violacea. Both species are heavy feeders and thrive on sheep dung.  

 

The above are just a sample of the lectures I attended and  I surely missed many oth-

ers equally good during the conference. The lectures were not too daunting in scien-

tific content and I was very glad I registered and fully participated. I now look for-

ward to the 20th WOC in Singapore in 2011. I have attended conferences there in 

the past and I know they will do a superb job in Singapore. 

                                  

  MARY BRADSHAW 

Photos from the WOC are at Page 15 
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FLOWER THAT PROVED DARWIN RIGHT BY A LONG NOSE 

By Richard Macey  

 

C harles Darwin did not live to see 

the moth with the extraordinarily 

long "tongue", but he knew it existed. 

 

It was in the 1860s that scientists first 

stumbled across the Star of Bethlehem, 

a bizarre Madagascan orchid which 

stores its nectar at the bottom of a tube 

up to 30 centimetres long. 

 

"When Darwin saw the flower and saw 

the great long tube," said Tim Entwisle, 

executive director of Sydney's Botanic 

Gardens Trust, "he realised there must 

be an animal that can get the nectar out 

if the orchids were to be pollinated. 

Darwin was laughed at. No such animal 

had ever been heard of." 

 

 

But in 1903, 21 years after his death, the mysterious pollinator was found. A hawk moth with 

a proboscis long enough to reach the bottom of the orchid's nectar tube or "spur" was named 

Xanthopan morganii praedicta - honouring Darwin's prediction. 

 

"They are quite rare," said Dr Entwisle, adding that their real significance was that their very 

existence supported evolution. 

 

"It is one of those fascinating stories of evolution, about an animal and a plant that fit together. 

It's the perfect example of mutual dependence." But which came first, the orchid or the moth? 

 

"That's an interesting question," said Dr Entwisle. "They probably both evolved together, 

maybe starting with an orchid with a small tube and a moth with a small proboscis." 

Over time both grew longer and longer. 

 

However, the two orchids in the botanic gardens will wait in vain for pollination. 

 

"There are a few flies in the tropical centre, but certainly no Madagascan moths," he said. 

While it would be possible to artificially pollinate them in the laboratory, Dr Entwisle ex-

pected the orchids would be left to grow and flower, without reproducing. "We can split them 

if we need to." 

 

The Brisbane Times (Brisbane, Australia) 
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Ever been tongue-tied trying to pronounce the name 
of an orchid species? Here's a helpful guide to some 

of the more common ones.  
 
Acineta    a-sin-EE-ta 
Aerangis ay-er-RANG-giss  
Aeranthes ay-er-AN-theez  
Angraecum an-GRYE-kum  
Ascocentrum        ass-koh-SEN-trum 
Aspasia a-SPAY-zi-a  
Bifrenaria bye-fren-AIR-i-a  
Brassavola bra-SAH-vo-la  
Brassia BRASS-ee-ah  
Bulbophyllum bulb-oh-FILL-um  
Catasetum kat-a-SEE-tum  
Cattleya KAT-lee-a  
Cochleanthes kok-lee-AN-theez  
Coelia SEE-li-a  
Coelogyne see-LOJ-in-ee  
Cycnoches SIK-no-keez  
Cymbidium sim-BID-ee-em  
Cypripedium sip-ree-PEE-dee-um  
Dendrobium den-DROH-bee-um  
Dendrochilum den-droh-KYE-lum  
Disa DYE-sa  
Doritis    doh-RYE-tis 
Encyclia en-SEE-clee-ah  
Epidendrum eh-pi-DEN-drum  
Habenaria hab-en-AY-ri-a  
Jumellea joo-MELL-ee-a  
Laelia LAY-lee-ah or LIE-lee-a  
Lepanthes lee-PAN-theez  
Listera LISS-ter-a  
Lycaste lye-KASS-tee  
Masdevallia mas-de-VAL-lee-a  
Miltonia mil-TOH-nee-a  
Neofinetia nee-o-fin-AY-tee-a  
Odontoglossum o-don-toh-GLOSS-um  
Oncidium on-SID-ee-um  
Paphiopedilum paff-ee-oh-PEE-di-lum  
Phalaenopsis fal-en-OP-sis  
Sophronitis sof-roh-NYE-tiss  
Spathoglottis spath-oh-GLOT-tiss  
Vanda VAN-dah 
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SOLUTION: 

 

Damp conditions are inviting to these pests that do their damage at night. Eliminate 

moist, dark places where they can hide during the day. Inspect plants regularly; lift a 

container and check the bottom of the vessel to see if any of these culprits are lurking 

there or in a drainage hole. Apply a control (such as Slugit) or experiment with an 

organic remedy, such as spreading a bit of diatomaceous earth on the surface ot the 

potting mix (it scarifies the slug or snail, causing death). However, the diatomaceous 

earth needs to be dry to be most effective. Remember that chemical controls can be 

poisonous to pets and people; store in a dry area out of reach. 
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Slugs and Snails !!  

 
PROBLEM:  Slugs (and snails) eat the foliage and flowers of  Phalaenopsis. 
 

 

 

 

                                  Notice 
 

As there was insufficient member interest in the June trips to Italy and to 

the North of England Orchid Society (NEOS) at Tatton Park, both trips 

have been cancelled.  

 

Recent winners of the vouchers were:   

 

January:      Shane Kerr, Tom Petherbridge, Rosemary Gardiner 

February:    Michael OôLeary, Mary Flynn, Ita McCormac 

March :       Lauri Best, Tom Petherbridge, Emanuella Morganti 

 

Next issue of Pollinia:  ñPagoto Kaimakiò recipe, in time for summer. 
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Your Questions and Answers 

 

Q : What should I do with the tiny new plants developing at the end of  

  Phalaenopsis flower stalks? 

 

A : Keiki, the Hawaiian word for "baby" (pronounced "kay-key"), refers to a 

plant produced asexually by an orchid plant, usually used when referring to 

Dendrobiums, Phalaenopsis, or Vandaceous orchids. The baby plant is an exact 

clone of the mother plant, sometimes flowering while still attached to the mother 

plant. 

 

A regular keiki is a small plant growing from one node along the flower stem, in-

stead of a branch. This is induced by the accumulation of growth hormones at that 

point, either naturally  or by the application of keiki paste.  

 

A basal keiki is a baby plant growing from the base of the mother plant . Sometimes 

a keiki may bloom while still attached to the mother plant.  

 

Nodes on spikes will form either vegetative growth (keiki) or floral growth (a branch 

with flower buds). If the node tissue is already differentiated so that it will become a 

floral branch, there is no way to change the result. However, there is no way to pre-

dict if an undifferentiated node will become a keiki or a branch. 

 

Keikis should be left on the mother plant until they develop a healthy root system 

and have two or three leaves. At this point, they can be carefully removed with a 

sharp knife and planted in their own pot. 

 

Regular keikis are cut below and above the stem, leaving a small piece of stem on 

the baby plant.  

 

Basal keikis may be left on the mother plant until they drop off on their own, or they 

can be cut off when their roots are at least a few centimeters long.  

 

A separated keiki can be expected to flower after 18-24 months. 

 
 

PLEASE EMAIL YOUR QUESTIONS TO:  editor@pollinia.org 
OR POST TO: Laurence May, Bellarush, Castlebaldwin, Co. Sligo 
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CALENDAR  

OF 

EVENTS 

May 12, Monday 8pm - Maren Talbot 

National Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin, Dublin 

 

Maren Talbot manages the Heritage Orchids nursery in 

the UK. She will present a general talk on hardy orchids 

and later will host a question and answer session on their 

cultivation. Maren has forty yearsô experience growing a 

wide variety of orchids. She is expected to bring  plants 

for sale. 

 

June 9, Monday  8pm ï Annual General Meeting and 

Membersô NightðNational Botanic Gardens,  

Glasnevin, Dublin 

 

The IOS Annual General Meeting is an important night as 

the Society addresses its business and looks back on the  

past year;  to be followed by a short membersô night. 

 

July 12, Saturday and July 13, Sunday - Fieldtrips 

Mullaghmore, Co. Sligo - The Burren, Co. Clare  

An Bhoireann is  Irish for "a stony place."  

 

On Saturday, we will meet at the Lomax Boatyard oppo-

site the pier at Mullaghmore, Co. Sligo at noon. The field-

trip will visit orchid-rich areas in close proximity to Mul-

laghmore for the first part of the day. In the afternoon we 

may visit a site close to Sligo town; this will depend on 

weather and the availability of orchids. 

 

On Sunday morning we will meet at the pier in Bally-

vaughan, Co. Clare, at 11.30. The fieldtrip will require 

driving to specific sites in the Burren area to see a variety 

of orchids, some species unique to the limestone pave-

ment. 

Both trips will involve walking and a small amount of 

crossing of ditches and walls. Sensible waterproof cloth-

ing and footwear is advised. 

 

August - No Meeting     
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A disappointingly small number of plants were submitted for judging this 

year. Sean Phelan predominated with his immaculately presented specimens 

dressed in his ñsignatureò Spanish Moss which some admirers mistook for 

plant roots, until I informed them rather unconvincingly, that it was actually 

a bromeliad akin to the pineapple! 

 

I loved Seanôs raspberry-scented Paphiopedilum malipoense. My personal 

favourite was Olgaôs sinister looking Phragmipidium wallisii, with long 

ñdreadlocksò dangling down from the flower petals.  

 

Amongst the nursery sale offerings were many of the now fashionable Van-

das. Very popular too was a red flowered Epidendrum radicans hybrid. 

Amidst the ñforestò of Deva orchids we came across a plentiful unknown 

hybrid named ñReserved for Brendan,ò at least thatôs what the labels read!  

 

The Pleiones on sale, though mostly not in flower, sold well. I bought the 

famous yellow hybrid Shantung ñDucatò. This sold out quickly; such is the 

canny eye our members have for something choice. 

 

A marvellous event, credit to all involved. 

  SHANE KERR 

 

(Editor:  Shane Kerr is the winner of the book prize for this issue. 

And I must confess, I bought that large and lovely yellow Anguloa  

ñTulip Orchidò at the Orchid Fair. Now I need a conservatory.) 
 

Raffle Winners: 

 

1st  Prize: Michael Harris        Vanda Fuchs Delight 

2nd Prize Edel McDonald        Wilsonara Tiger 

3rd  Prize Jackie Grey              Beallara Tahoma 

4th  Prize Brenda Marmion      Odontioda 

5th  Prize Scott MacNaughton  Paphiopedilum 

Dublin Orchid 

Fair 2008  
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Little Brook Farm,  Stryt Isa,  
Pen-y-ffordd,  Chester,  CH4 0JY 
Phone/Fax: +44 (0)1978 762454        
E-mail: info@devaorchids.co.uk 
Web: http://www.devaorchids.com 
Chrisôs Mobile Number :-  0044-7725760993 

NURSERY LOCATED 75 MINS FROM HOLYHEAD PORT along the North Wales Expressway, 
the A55 and 8 miles west of Chester and 2 miles south of the A55. Why not pay us a 

visit when you next ferry to the UK. We are your NEAREST orchid nursery! 
 

WIDE RANGE OF SPECIES & HYBRIDS, YOUNG PLANTS TO MATURE SPECIMENS. SPE-
CIALIST Orchid Pots, Composts and Sundries. 

 
STOCK LISTS available September to April.  Mail order service to Ireland at cost. Current list 

(July 2006) is available. Drop a line, email or fax, and we will post one off. 
 

SHOWS. We attend the Irish Garden Heaven Show in June and the Glasnevin Orchid Fair.  
We are always willing to bring ordered plants to either of these events. 

 
EASY PAYMENTS by Credit/Debit Card, Sterling or Euro cheque, Sterling or Euro cash. 

 
YOUNG PLANT SPECIES. (see our July listing for varieties) Potted in 9cm pots and priced 
£6 each or 5 for £25. some are flowering sized whilst some may be 3 or 4 years to flower.  

 

For a wide range of unusual species and 
popular hybrids please ask for our colour brochure. 

 For an even wider and more up to date list of plants, books, sundries, gifts etc 
visit our web site www.orchids.uk.com 

   We will be pleased to ship to Ireland, contact us for a quote or get together with 
your orchid friends to share the cost of delivery. 

 

Forches Cross, Newton Abbot, Devon, England, TQ12 6PZ. 
Tel: +44 1626 352233   mail@orchids.uk.com 

Are pleased to be regular 

visitors to the  

Dublin Orchid Fair! 

http://www.orchids.uk.com/
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Named for its white to light green flowers,  
the newly described orchid Saccolabiopsis viridiflora  
marks the first time an orchid from this genus has 
been reported in Vietnam. The small flowers open 
widely in full bloom but are odorless.  


