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AUCTION 
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S 
hortly after noon on a sale day, the habitual 

customers of Messrs. Protheroe and Morris 

begin to assemble in Cheapside. On tables of 

roughest plank round the auction-rooms there, are 

neatly ranged the various lots; bulbs and sticks of every 

shape, big and little, withered or green, dull or shining, 

with a brown leaf here and there, or a mass of roots 

dry as last year's bracken. No promise do they suggest 

of the brilliant colours and strange forms buried in 

embryo within their uncouth bulk. On a cross table 

stand some dozens of "established" plants in pots and 

baskets, which the owners would like to part with. 

Their growths of this year are verdant, but the old 

bulbs look almost as sapless as those new arrivals. 

Very few are in flower just now -July and August are a 

time of pause betwixt the glories of the Spring and the 

milder effulgence of Autumn.  

 

Some great Dendrobes - D.  dalhousianum - are burst-

ing into untimely bloom, betraying to the initiated that 

their "establishment" is little more than a phrase. 

Those garlands of bud were conceived, so to speak, in 

Indian forests, have lain dormant through the long 

voyage, and began to show a few days since when re-

stored to a congenial atmosphere. All our interest con-

centrates in the unlovely things along the wall. 

 

The habitual attendants at an auction-room are always 

somewhat of a family party, but, as a rule, an ugly one. 

It is quite different with the regular group of orchid-

buyers. No black sheep there. A dispute is the rarest 

of events, and when it happens everybody takes for 

granted that the cause is a misunderstanding. The pro-

fessional growers are men of wealth, the amateurs men 

of standing at least. All know each other, and a cheer-

ful familiarity rules. We have a duke in person fre-

quently, who compares notes and asks a hint from the 

authorities around; some clergymen; gentry of every 

rank; the recognized agents of great cultivators, and, of 

course, the representatives of the large trading firms.  
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So narrow even yet is the circle of orchi-

daceans that almost all the faces at a sale  

are recognized, and if one wish to learn 

the names, somebody present can nearly 

always supply them. There is reason to 

hope that this will not be the case much 

longer. As the mysteries and superstitions 

environing the orchid are dispersed, our 

small and select throng of buyers will be 

swamped, no doubt; and if a certain 

pleasing feature of the business be lost, 

all who love the flower and their fellow-

men alike will cheerfully submit. 

 

The talk is of orchids mostly, as these 

gentlemen stroll along the tables, lifting a 

root and scrutinizing it with practised 

glance that measures its vital strength in a 

second. But nurserymen take advantage 

of the gathering to show any curious or 

striking flower they chance to have at the 

moment. Mr. Bull's representative goes 

round, showing to one and another the 

contents of a little boxña lovely bloom of 

Aristolochia elegans, figured in dark red 

on white ground like a sublime cre-

tonneñand a new variety of Impatiens; he 

distributes the latter presently, and gentle-

men adorn their coats with the pale crim-

son flower. 

 

Excitement does not often run so high as 

in the times, which most of those present 

can recall, when orchids common now 

were treasured by millionaires. Steam, 

and the commercial enterprise it fosters, 

have so multiplied our stocks, that shil-

lingsñor pence, often enoughñrepresent 

the guineas of twenty years back. There  

 

 

are many here, scarcely yet grey, who  

could describe the scene when Masdeval-

lia tovarensis first covered the stages of an 

auction-room. Its dainty white flowers 

had been known for several years. A resi-

dent in the German colony at Tovar, 

New Granada, sent one plant to a friend 

at Manchester, by whom it was divided. 

Each fragment brought a great sum, and 

the purchasers repeated this operation as 

fast as their morsels grew. Thus a conven-

tional price was establishedñone guinea 

per leaf. Importers were few in those 

days, and the number of Tovars in South 

America bewildered them. At length 

Messrs. Sander got on the track, and 

commissioned Mr. Arnold to solve the 

problem. Arnold was a man of great en-

ergy and warm temper. Legend reports 

that he threw up the undertaking once 

because a gun offered him was second-

hand; his prudence was vindicated after-

wards by the misfortune of a confrère, 

poor Berggren, whose second-hand gun, 

presented by a Belgian employer, burst at 

a critical moment and crippled him for 

life. At the very moment of starting, Ar-

nold had trouble with the railway officials. 

He was taking a quantity of Sphagnum 

moss in which to wrap the precious 

things, and they refused to let him carry it 

by passenger train. The station-master at 

Waterloo had never felt the atmosphere 

so warm, they say. In brief, this was a 

man who stood no nonsense. 

 

A young fellow-passenger showed much 

sympathy while the row went on, and 

Arnold learned with pleasure that he also 
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was bound for Caracas. This young man, 

whose name it is not worth while to cite, 

presented himself as agent for a manufac-

turer of Birmingham goods. There was 

no need for secrecy with a person of that 

sort. He questioned Arnold about or-

chids with a blank but engaging ignorance 

of the subject, and before the voyage was 

over he had learned all his friend's hopes 

and projects. But the deception could not 

be maintained at Caracas. There Arnold 

discovered that the hardware agent was a 

collector and grower of orchids sufficient-

ly well known. He said nothing, suffered 

his rival to start, overtook him at a village 

where the man was taking supper, 

marched in, barred the door, sat down 

opposite, put a revolver on the table, and 

invited him to draw. It should be a fair 

fight, said Arnold, but one of the pair 

must die. So convinced was the traitor of 

his earnestnessñwith good reason, too, as 

Arnold's acquaintances declareñthat he 

slipped under the table, and discussed 

terms of abject surrender from that re-

treat. So, in due time, Messrs. Sander 

received more than forty thousand plants 

of Masdevallia tovarensis - sent them 

direct to the auction-room - and drove 

down the price in one month from a 

guinea a leaf to the fraction of a shilling. 

 

Other great sales might be recalled, as 

that of Phalînopsis sanderiana and Van-

da sanderiana, when a sum as yet unpar-

alleled was taken in the room; Cypripedi-

um spicerianum, Cyp. Curtisii, Lîlia 

anceps alba. Rarely now are we thrilled 

by sensations like these. But 1891 

brought two of the old-fashioned sort, the 

reappearance of Cattleya labiata autum-

nalis and the public sale of Dendrobium 

phalînopsis schroderianum. The former 

event deserves a special article, "The Lost 

Orchid;" but the latter also was most in-

teresting. Messrs. Sander are the heroes 

of both. Dendrobium ph. schroederia-

num was not quite a novelty. The author-

ities of Kew obtained two plants from an 

island in Australasia a good many years 

ago. They presented a piece to Mr. Lee 

of Leatherhead, and another to Baron 

Schroeder; when Mr. Lee's grand collec-

tion was dispersed, the Baron bought his 

plant also, for £35, and thus possessed 

the only specimens in private hands. His 

name was given to the species. 

 

Under these conditions, the man lucky 

and enterprising enough to secure a few 

cases of the Dendrobium might look for 

a grand return. It seemed likely that New 

Guinea would prove to be its chief habi-

tat, and thither Mr. Micholitz was des-

patched. He found it without difficulty, 

and collected a great number of plants. 

But then troubles began. The vessel 

which took them aboard caught fire in 

port, and poor Micholitz escaped with 

bare life. He telegraphed the disastrous 

news, "Ship burnt! What do?" "Go back," 

replied his employer. "Too late. Rainy 

season," was the answer. "Go back!" Mr. 

Sander repeated. Back he went. 

 

This was in Dutch territory. "Well," writes 

Mr. Micholitz, "there is no doubt these 

are the meanest people on earth. On my 

telling them that it was very mean to de-

mand anything from a shipwrecked man, 
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they gave me thirty per cent. deduction 

on my passage"ñ201 dollars instead of 

280 dollars. However, he reached New 

Guinea once more and tried fresh 

ground, having exhausted the former 

field. Again he found the Dendrobiums, 

of better quality and in greater number 

than before. But they were growing 

among bones and skeletons, in the grave-

yard of the natives. Those people lay 

their dead in a slight coffin, which they 

place upon the rocks just above high tide, 

a situation which the Dendrobes love.  

 

Mr. Micholitz required all his tact and all 

his most attractive presents before he 

could persuade the Papuans to let him 

even approach. But brass wire proved 

irresistible. They not only suffered him to 

disturb the bones of their ancestors, but 

even helped him to stow the plunder. 

One condition they made: that a favour-

ite idol should be packed therewith; this 

admitted, they performed a war dance 

round the cases, and assisted in transport-

ing them. All went well this time, and in 

due course the tables were loaded with 

thousands of a plant which, before the 

consignment was announced, had been 

the special glory of a collection which is 

among the richest of the universe. 

 

There were two memorable items in this 

sale: the idol aforesaid and a skull to 

which one of the Dendrobes had at-

tached itself. Both were exhibited as tro-

phies and curiosities, not to be disposed 

of; but by mistake, the idol was put up. It 

fetched only a trifleñquite as much as it 

was worth, however. But Hon. Walter de 

Rothschild fancied it for his museum, 

and on learning what had happened Mr. 

Sander begged the purchaser to name his 

own price. That individual refused. 

 

It was a great day indeed. Very many of 

the leading orchid-growers of the world 

were present, and almost all had their 

gardeners or agents there. Such success 

called rivals into the field, but New Guin-

ea is a perilous land to explore. Only last 

week we heard that Mr. White, of 

Winchmore Hill, has perished in the 

search for Dendrobium ph. schroederia-

num. 

 

I mentioned the great sale of Cyp. curtisi 

just now. An odd little story attaches to it. 

Mr. Curtis, now Director of the Botanic 

Gardens, Penang, sent this plant home 

from Sumatra when travelling for Messrs. 

Veitch, in 1882. The consignment was 

small, no more followed, and Cyp. curtisi 

became a prize. Its habitat was unknown. 

Mr. Sander instructed his collector to 

look for it. Five years the search lastedñ

with many intermissions, of course, and 

many a success in discovering other fine 

things. But Mr. Ericksson despaired at 

last. In one of his expeditions to Sumatra 

he climbed a mountainñit has been ob-

served before that one must not ask de-

tails of locality when collecting orchid 

legends. So well known is this mountain, 

however, that the Government, Dutch I 

presume, has built a shelter for travellers 

upon it. There Mr. Ericksson put up for 

the night. Several Europeans had in-

scribed their names upon the wall, with 

reflections and sentiments, as is the wont 
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of people who climb mountains. Among 

these, by the morning light, Mr. Ericks-

son perceived the sketch of a Cypripedi-

um, as he lay upon his rugs. It represent-

ed a green flower, white tipped, veined 

and spotted with purple, purple of lip. 

"Curtisi, by Jove!" he cried, in his native 

Swedish, and jumped up. No doubt of it! 

Beneath the drawing ran: "C.C.'s contri-

bution to the adornment of this house."  

  

Whipping out his pencil, Mr. Ericksson 

wrote: "Contribution accepted. Cypripedi-

um collected!ñC.E." But day by day he 

sought the plant in vain. His cases filled 

with other treasures. But for the hope 

that sketch conveyed, long since he 

would have left the spot. After all, Mr. 

Curtis might have chosen the flower by 

mere chance to decorate the wall. The 

natives did not know it. So orders were 

given to pack, and next day Mr. Ericks-

son would have withdrawn. On the very 

evening, however, one of his men 

brought in the flower. A curious story, if 

one think, but I am in a position to guar-

antee its truth. 

 

Of another class, but not less renowned 

in its way, was the sale of March 11th last 

year. It had been heavily advertised. A 

leading continental importer announced 

the discovery of a new Odontoglossum. 

No less than six varieties of type were 

employed to call public attention to its 

merits, and this was really no extravagant 

allowance under the circumstances al-

leged. It was a "grand new species," des-

tined to be a "gem in the finest collec-

tions," a "favourite," the "most attractive of 

plants." Its flowers were wholly "tinged 

with a most delicate mauve, the base of 

the segment and the lip of a most charm-

ing violet"ñin short, it was "the blue 

Odontoglossum" and well deserved the 

title cœleste. And the whole stock of two 

hundred plants would be offered to Brit-

ish enthusiasm. No wonder the crowd 

was thick at Messrs. Protheroe's room on 

that March morning. Few leading ama-

teurs or growers who could not attend in 

person were unrepresented. At the psy-

chological moment, when eagerness had 

reached the highest pitch, an orchid was 

brought in and set before them. Those 

experienced persons glanced at it and 

said, "Very nice, but haven't you an 

Odontoglossum cœleste to show?" The 

unhappy agent protested that this was the 

divine thing. No one would believe at 

first; the joke was too goodñto put it in 

that mild form. When at length it became 

evident that this grand new species, heav-

enly gem, &c., was the charming but fa-

miliar Odontoglossum ramossissimum, 

such a tumult of laughter and indignation 

arose, that Messrs. Protheroe quashed 

the sale. A few other instances of the kind 

might be given but none so grand. 

 

The special interest of the sale to us lies 

in some novelties collected by Mr. Ed-

ward Wallace in parts unknown, and he 

is probably among us. Mr. Wallace has 

no adventures in particular to relate this 

time, but he tells, with due caution, where 

and how his treasures were gathered in 

South America. There is a land which 

those who have geographical knowledge 

sufficient may identify, surrounded by the 
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territories of Peru, Ecuador, Colombia, 

Venezuela, and Brazil. It is traversed by 

some few Indian tribes, and no collector 

hitherto had penetrated it. Mr. Wallace 

followed the central line of mountains 

from Colombia for a hundred and fifty 

miles, passing a succession of rich valleys 

described as the loveliest ever seen by 

this veteran young traveller, such as 

would support myriads of cattle.  

 

League beyond league stretches the 

"Pajadena grass," pasturage unequalled; 

but "the wild herds that never knew a 

fold" are its only denizens. Here, on the 

mountain slopes, Mr. Wallace found 

Bletia sherrattiana, the white form, very 

rare; another terrestrial orchid, unnamed 

and, as is thought, unknown, which sends 

up a branching spike two feet to three 

feet high, bearing ten to twelve flowers, of 

rich purple hue, in shape like a Sobralia, 

three and four inches across; and yet 

another of the same family, growing on 

the rocks, and "looking like masses of 

snow on the hill-side." Such descriptions 

are thrilling, but these gentlemen receive 

them placidly; they would like to know, 

perhaps, what is the reserve price on such 

fine things, and what the chance of grow-

ing them to a satisfactory result. Dealers 

have a profound distrust of novelties, 

especially those of terrestrial genus; and 

their feeling is shared, for a like reason, 

by most who have large collections. Mr. 

Burbidge estimates roughly that we have 

fifteen hundred to two thousand species 

and varieties of orchid in cultivation; a 

startling figure, which almost justifies the 

belief of those who hold that no others 

worth growing will be found in countries 

already explored. But beyond question 

there are six times this number in exist-

ence, which collectors have not taken the 

trouble to gather. The chances, therefore, 

are against any new thing. Many species 

well known show slight differences of 

growth in different localities. Upon the 

whole, regular orchidaceans prefer that 

some one else should try experiments, 

and would rather pay a good price, when 

assured that it is worth their while, than a 

few shillings when the only certainty is 

trouble and the strong probability is fail-

ure. Mr. Wallace has nothing more to tell 

of the undiscovered country. The Indians 

received him with composure, after he 

had struck up friendship with an old 

woman, and for the four days of his stay 

made themselves both useful and agreea-

ble in their fashion. 

 

The auctioneer has been chatting among 

his customers. He feels an interest in his 

wares, as who would not that dealt in 

objects of the extremest beauty and fasci-

nation? To him are consigned occasion-

ally plants of unusual class, which the 

owner regards as unique, and expects to 

sell at the fanciest of prices. Unique in-

deed they must be which can pass un-

challenged the ordeal of those keen and 

learned eyes. Plumeria alba, for instance, 

may be laid before them, and by no inex-

perienced horticulturist, with such a 

"reserve" as befits one of the most exquis-

ite flowers known, and the only specimen 

in England. But a quiet smile goes round, 

and a gentleman present offers, in an 

audible whisper, to send in a dozen of 
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that next week at a fraction of the price. 

So pleasant chat goes on, until, at the 

stroke of half-past twelve, the auctioneer 

mounts his rostrum. First to come before 

him are a hundred lots of Odontoglos-

sum crispum alexandræ, described as of 

"the very best type, and in splendid condi-

tion." For the latter point everyone pre-

sent is able to judge, and for the former 

all are willing to accept the statements of 

vendors. The glossy bulbs are clean as 

new pins, with the small "eye" just bursting 

among their roots; but nobody seems to 

want Odontoglossum alexandræ in par-

ticular.  

 

One neat little bunch is sold for 11s., 

which will surely bear a wreath of white 

flowers, splashed with red brown, in the 

springñperhaps two. And then bidding 

ceases. The auctioneer exclaims, "Does 

anybody want any crispums?" and instant-

ly passes by the ninety-nine lots remain-

ing. 

 

It would mislead the unlearned public, 

and would not greatly interest them, to go 

through the catalogue of an orchid sale 

and quote the selling price of every lot. 

From week to week the value of these 

things fluctuatesñthat is, of course, of 

bulbs imported and unestablished. Vari-

ous circumstances effect it, but especially 

the time of year. They sell best in spring, 

when they have months of light and sun 

before them, in which to recover from 

the effects of a long voyage and uncom-

fortable quarters. The buyer must make 

them grow strong before the dark days of 

an English winter are upon him; and eve-

ry month that passes weakens his chance. 

In August it is already late; in September, 

the periodical auctions ceased until lately. 

Some few consignments will be received, 

detained by accident, or forwarded by 

persons who do not understand the busi-

ness. 

 

That instance of Odontoglossum alexan-

dræ shows well enough the price of or-

chids this month, and the omission of all 

that followed illustrates it. The same lots 

would have been eagerly contested at 

twice the sum in April. But those who 

want that queenliest of flowers may get it 

for shillings at any time. The reputation 

of the importer, and his assurance that 

the plants belong to the very best type, 

give these more value than usual. He will 

try his luck once more perhaps this sea-

son; and then he will pot the bulbs un-

sold to offer them as "established" next 

year. 

 

Oncidium luridum follows the Odonto-

glots, a broad-leaved, handsome orchid, 

which the untrained eye might think to 

have no pseudo-bulb at all. This species 

always commands a sale, if cheap, and 

ten shillings is a reasonable figure for a 

piece of common size. If all go well, it 

may throw out a branching spike six or 

seven feet long next summer, withñsuch 

a sight has been offeredñseveral hundred 

blooms, yellow, brown and orange, On-

cidium juncifolium, which comes next, is 

unknown to us, and probably to others; 

no offer is made for its reed-like growths 

described as "very free blooming all the 

year round, with small yellow flowers." 

Epidendrum bicornutum, on the other 

hand, is very well known and deeply ad-
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mired, when seen; but this is an event too 

rare. The description of its exquisite 

white blossoms, crimson spotted on the 

lip, is still rather a legend than a matter of 

eye-witness. Somebody is reported to 

have grown it for some years "like a cab-

bage;" but his success was a mystery to 

himself. At Kew they find no trouble in 

certain parts of a certain house. Most of 

these, however, are fine growths, and the 

average price should be 12s. 6d. to 15s.  

 

Compare such figures with those that 

ruled when the popular impression of the 

cost of orchids was forming. I have none 

at hand which refer to the examples men-

tioned, but in the cases following, one 

may safely reckon shillings at the present 

day for pounds in 1846. That year, I per-

ceive, such common species as Barkeria 

spectabilis fetched 5l. to 17l. each; Epi-

dendrum stamfordianum, five guineas; 

Dendrobium formosum, fifteen guineas; 

Aerides maculosum, crispum and odora-

tum 20l., 21l., and 16l., respectively. No 

one who understands orchids will believe 

that the specimens which brought such 

monstrous prices were superior in any 

respect to those we now receive, and he 

will be absolutely sure that they were 

landed in much worse condition. But the 

average cost of the most expensive at the 

present day might be 30s., and only a 

large piece would fetch that sum. It is 

astonishing to me that so few people grow 

orchids. Every modern book on garden-

ing tells how five hundred varieties at 

least, the freest to flower and assuredly as 

beautiful as any, may be cultivated with-

out heat for seven or eight months of the 

year. It is those "legends," I have spoken 

of which deter the public from entertain-

ing the notion. An afternoon at an orchid 

sale would dispel them. 

 

ABOUT ORCHIDS  

A CHAT 

 FREDERICK BOYLE 

 

London: CHAPMAN and HALL, Ltd. 

1893 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oncidium macranthum 



Pollinia                                                                                                  Volume 9, Issue  2 

 

11 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Holly and Mistletoe 

Holly and Ivy hanging up and  

something wet in every cup* 

Not so long ago, Irish Christmas decorations were much simpler than they are now. 

The children gathered holly and ivy for adorning, windows, doorways, mantles and 

pictures, and the father would carve out a turnip in which would be placed a large red 

candle. This would go in the window to light the way for the Holy Family on Christmas 

Eve. Only in relatively recent times did an Irish family have a Nativity scene and a  

decorated tree in the house.  

As for Mistletoe, it's quite rare in Ireland and is generally associated with ancient Celtic 

and Druidic fertility celebrations; this is most likely where the custom of kissing under 

the mistletoe comes from. 

 
To the Druids, it was holly's evergreen nature that made it special. They believed that 

it remained green to help keep the earth beautiful when the other trees shed their 

leaves. It was also their custom to wear it in their hair when they ventured into the 

forests to watch the priests collecting mistletoe. Holly was also once used for protec-

tion, and in ancient times, people would decorate doors and windows with it, in hopes 

that it would capture, or at least dissuade, any evil spirits before they could enter the 

house. 

 

While Mistletoe isn't very prevalent in Ireland, it can be found, and it was held in very 

high regard by our ancestors. In the Celtic language, Mistletoe means "All Heal." It was 

believed to have all sorts of miraculous qualities including  healing diseases, banning 

evil spirits, bringing good luck and bestowing great blessings. In fact, even enemies 

who happened to meet beneath a Mistletoe in the forest would lay down their arms, 

exchange a friendly greeting, and keep a truce until the following day. From this old 

custom grew the practice of suspending Mistletoe over a doorway or in a room as a 

token of good will and peace to all. 

Mistletoe is the common name for a group of hemi-

parasitic plants in the order Santalales that grow attached 

to and within the branches of a tree or shrub. The name 

was originally applied to Viscum album (European Mis-

tletoe, Santalaceae), the only species native in Great 

Britain and much of Europe. 

 

Viscum album is a poisonous plant that causes acute 

gastrointestinal problems including stomach pain, and 

diarrhea along with low pulse. However both European 

Mistletoe, and the North American species Phoraden-

dron flavescens are commercially harvested for Christ-

mas decorations. 
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Italy bans certain pesticides  

ITALY BANS PESTICIDE S LINKED TO BEE DEVASTATION  
Neonicotinoids now suspended in four European countries 

 

 

The Italian government banned the use of several neonicotinoid pesticides that are 

blamed for the deaths of millions of honeybees. The Ministero del Lavoro della Sa-

lute e delle Politiche Sociali issued an immediate suspension of the seed treatment 

products clothianidin (Poncho), imidacloprid (Gaucho), fipronil and thiamethoxam 

used in rapeseed oil, sunflowers and sweetcorn.  

 

Italy followed Germany and Slovenia which banned sales of clothianidin and im-

idacloprid in May. In France imidacloprid has been banned on sunflowers already 

since 1999. In 2003 the substance was also banned as a sweetcorn treatment. Bayer´s 

application for clothianidin was rejected by French authorities. 

 

The two substances, imidacloprid and clothianidin, are produced by the German com-

pany Bayer CropScience and generated more than $1 billion in 2007.  

 

Imidacloprid is Bayer´s best-selling pesticide. 

 

Left: Workman beginning to decorate the 

Orchid Tree.  The Garden presents weeks of 

Holiday Lights as more than 600,000 lights 

illuminate the Garden entrance, roadway, 

Visitor Pavilion and main gardens 

Front Cover:  The spectacular 16-foot-tall 

Orchid Tree featuring more than 300 orchids 

at the Daniel Stowe Botanical Garden, Bel-

mont, NC, USA 
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Bayer v. Beekeepers 

BAYER VS. BEEKEEPERS 

 

As for the Bayer-Bromenshenk connection, in 2003 a group of 13 North Dakota bee-

keepers brought a class-action lawsuit against Bayer, alleging that the company's neon-

icotinoid, Imidacloprid, which had been used in nearby fields, was responsible for the 

loss of more than 60% of their hives.  

 

"My bees were getting drunk," Chris Charles, a beekeeper in Carrington, N.D., and a 

plaintiff in the lawsuit, told me in 2008. "They couldn't walk a white line anymore -- 

they just hung around outside the hive. They couldn't work." 

 

Charles and the other North Dakota beekeepers hired Bromenshenk as an expert wit-

ness. Bayer did not dispute that Imidacloprid was found among the bees and their 

hives. The company simply argued that the amount had not been enough to kill them. 

 

 

As the North Dakota lawsuit moved  

forward, an expert witness for the 

beekeepers, Dr. Daniel Mayer, a 

now retired bee expert from 

Washington State University, 

traveled to 17 different bee 

yards in North Dakota and ob-

served dead bees and bees in the 

throes of what looked like Im-

idacloprid poisoning, he told me 

in 2008.  

 

 

 

He theorized that after foraging in planted fields where the seeds had been treated with 

Imidacloprid, the bees then brought the pesticide back to the hive, where it built up in 

the wax combs.  

 

Fortune.com: "What a scientist didn't tell The New York Times about his study  

on bee deaths" by Katherine Eban, October 8, 2010 

 

 

2011 RHS London Orchid and Botanical Art Show  

19-20 March 2011 
RHS Halls, Lawrence Hall, Greycoat Street, London, SW1P 2QD 
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Brian Rittershausen, R.I.P. 

BRIAN RITTERSHAUSEN  
1936 - 2010 

 

We are very sad to announce the death of Brian Rittershausen who died peacefully in 

Torbay Hospital on 23rd September, aged 74. Brian was one of the second generation 

of orchid growers to run the internationally known Burnham Nurseries at Newton 

Abbot in Devon. He joined his father upon leaving school and was soon followed by 

his sister Wilma, and later by his wife Ann. Under his guidance the nursery was 

transformed from a ‗cottage industry‘ to the highly respected position it holds 

throughout the world today. In addition to encouraging beginners to enjoy orchid 

growing as a hobby, Brian set up a conservation project, importing many rare species 

which are under threat of extinction in the wild, to raise and distribute to serious col-

lectors. 

 

Brian‘s expertise took him around the world studying wild orchids in their natural 

habitats in India, Nepal and South America. He 

was a well-known figure at all the major events 

and exhibitions. He gave lecture tours in the US 

and Canada and lectured and judged at World 

Conferences in Miami, California and Glas-

gow. He sat on a number of committees and was 

a Royal Horticultural Society judge as well as 

a British Orchid Council judge. He was a regular 

exhibitor at Chelsea Flower Show for over 

50 years during which time the nursery gained 

20 Gold Medals and numerous Silver Med-

als. 

 

 

For his many contributions to orchids Brian was awarded the RHS Gold Veitch Med-

al and, last year jointly with Wilma, the Westonbirt Orchid Medal for outstanding 

literary services to orchids. Together they published over 20 books. The nursery has 

also amassed over 100 RHS Awards of Merit, First Class Certificates and Certificates 

of Cultural Commendation. Many of these were for new hybrids raised by Brian. 

 

Today the important work which he began 60 years ago is continued by his daughter 

Sara, who continues to run the nursery with her team of valued experts. With his 

knowledge and love of orchids, Brian had few equals. His loss will be felt throughout 

the orchid establishment. 

WILMA RITTERSHAUSEN 

 
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam  
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  ANOTHER SUN ORCHID - THELYMITRA CIRCUMSE PTA  

 

This Sun Orchid is a late flowerer, by comparison with all the others which I find 

here in the Southern Highlands of NSW, Australia. Most of them have their peak 

around the first weekend of November. These plants are flowering for the first time 

this year, on 11 December. I previously saw this plant flowering, in the same place, 

on 4 December 2007. Allowing a few days for delay because of the rain we have had 

this year, this flowering event is about on that same schedule - roughly the end of the 

first week in December - and importantly, a full month later than most other Sun Or-

chids in this district. 

 

I have checked for these plants several times in recent weeks. Eventually, on 

Wednesday this last week, I found two plants which were in bud, which I was able  

to confirm as being on this species. 

 

 

Thelymitra circumsepta 
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This plant is Thelymitra circumsepta. It is reported as flowering in December/

January, and growing in soaks, in high rainfall areas.  

 

The pink or reddish colour of the top of the "column" (the "Post-anther Lobe") and 

the yellow tufts on the "lateral arms" of the column are diagnostic of this species. 

Colin Rowan reports very similar flowers (from Victoria), but lacking the reddish 

colour on the column. Everything else looks the same. His plants from Tasmania 

have the pink "post-anther lobe". 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thelymitra circumsepta 
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Thelymitra circumsepta 

I cannot quite make out the details of the bead of moisture held in the lateral 

arms of this flower. I did not notice this detail until I got back home, at the end 

of along day.  

DENNIS WILSON 

ROBERTSON, NSW  

AUSTRALIA  

This is such an attractive colour, espe-

cially the "pink bits" of the flower.  

NEXT ISSUE:  

The ―potato orchids‖ of Australia. 
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Thelymitra circumsepta 

They are about 100 species distributed in higher rainfall areas across Australia (with 

50 or so species), New Zealand (10+ endemic species), New Caledonia (2), Timor, 

Java, and the Philippines. 

 

The type species is Thelymitra longifolia J.& G. Forst. 1775 from the South Island of 

New Zealand. The scientific name Thelymitra was given by J. R. and G. Forster, bota-

nists on Captain Cook's second voyage. The genus name is derived from the Greek 

words thely (woman) and mitra (mitre hat), referring to elaborate shape of the stami-

nodal (staminode = sterile stamen) structure at the top of the column, called a mitra. 

 

These terrestrial orchids are only above ground during spring and early summer, usu-

ally with a single leaf, growing up from two underground tubers. It is elongated or 

linear-lanceolate and glabrous. The Custard Orchid (T. villosa) is the only species with 

a hairy leaf. The leaves of T. spiralis and T. variegata are spirally twisted. 

 

The flower stalk is usually a bluish-green colour. The flower stem usually carries 4 to 

10 flowers (even up to 20 flowers in the Plain Sun Orchid, T. holmesii), often opening 

all at once, though some species have only one flower each year. The flower size is 

between 1 and 6 cm. These flowers only open in bright sunlight (in combination with 

warmth and humidity), close at night and during cold or cloudy weather. 

 

Sun orchids exhibit a particular characteristic : their lip shows, except in a few species 

such as T. variegata, almost the same shape, colour, colour pattern or size as the other 

petals and sepals. This gives a symmetrical shape to the perianth. A Jeanes of the Roy-

al Botanic Gardens Melbourne has recently (2004) done a taxonomic revision, re-

solved several species complexes and described a considerable number of new species 

(see Muelleria 19; 2004) 
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 IRISH LADY’S TRESSES ORCHIDS IN THE LOUGH CONN AREA  

OF CO. MAYO, IRELAND  

 

When I first took up an interest in field botany in the mid-nineteen seventies, I was 

aware of the existence of the species Spiranthes romanzoffiana  -  Irish Lady‘s 

Tresses in Ireland. I then believed that in order to see the orchid, you had to visit 

Lough Neagh in Ulster and be lucky or visit parts of West Cork or Kerry and be 

very lucky. So for many years a personal sighting of this rare plant remained a bo-

tanical desideratum. Indeed my interest in field botany had waned until one day in 

early August 1999. On that day I was doing a cycling trip around Lough Conn with 

a friend.  

 

When we were on the western side of the lake I spotted two Irish Lady‘s Tresses 

orchids in flower. I thought that this was a lucky find as I was unaware that the 

plant had ever been recorded in Co Mayo. I arrived home with a few poor photo-

graphs and two new entries for my plant record notebook, the second plant being 

the Greater Burnet (in Ireland confined to the shores of this lake and a few sites in 

Co Antrim.) 

 

That day marked a revival of my interest in field botany. For the next ten summers I 

have made many excursions in search of scarce wild Irish plants and have added a 

few uncommon orchid species to my records notebook. These include green 

winged, dense flowered and narrow leaved Helleborine while also making a serious 

attempt to identify any of the Dactylorhiza marsh orchids that came my way. 

              

Came late July the next summer, 2000, I was out at Lough Conn again, this time on 

its eastern shore. At one small piece of marshy ground south of the small village of 

Knockmore I was accosted by an English botanist who asked me to tread carefully 

in the area. The reason soon became apparent, as there were more than a dozen 

Irish Lady‘s Tresses orchids to be seen and he told me he saw more in a nearby 

field. For me that was the beginning of annual visits to the site and several others 

around the lake to hunt for the elusive orchid. To date I have logged six sites 

around the lake with numbers small at most of them. In addition I found two plants 

at nearby Levally Lough in 2008. In August 2009 I saw over 100 flowering spikes 

on the north shore of Lough Cullen, and these were seen again in late July 2010. 

            

What makes this orchid so interesting to the Irish botanist? There are number of 

reasons. Firstly in Europe it is known only in Ireland and parts of western Scotland, 

but is widespread in North America. Secondly its occurrence at any particular site 

can be very unpredictable. Thirdly it is not clear as to how the plant reproduces or 

expands its territory in Ireland or in Scotland. As far as I know, it rarely if ever sets 

viable seed in these parts. Finally, it bridges a gap during the late July to mid Au-

gust period in the Irish orchid hunters calendar, when nearly all other species are 

Irish Lady’s Tresses 19 
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 finished flowering or well past their best. Only the Autumn Lady‘s Tresses has yet to 

come.  

 

The most important question to be answered is; Why has the orchid such a limited 

distribution in Europe? It is not the only such species. Another that raises the same 

question is the Irish Saint John‘s Wort—Hypericum canadense. This American spe-

cies was not recorded in Ireland until 1954, when it was found growing in a bog near 

the shore of Lough Mask in Co Mayo. Interestingly, I spotted an Irish Lady‘s Tresses 

in the same bog in 2007. The habitats in Ireland of these and a handful of other  

Hiberno-American species are mainly in remote areas, making it unlikely that they 

were introduced by human agency. Also these plants were never grown in gardens as 

ornamentals. 

 

There are a few theories around to explain the anomalies relating to the occurrence 

of the Irish Lady‘s Tresses in Ireland. My own conclusions would be the following: 

the orchid may not have always occurred in Ireland; fragments of the plant were car-

ried to our land by sea birds travelling west to east across the Atlantic Ocean. This 

may also explain how it has colonised new areas in the west of Ireland in recent 

times. Whatever the mysteries pertaining to the orchid it is always pleasing to find a 

colony however small in late July or early August. If you are in the right place at the 

right time, it is not the hardest orchid to spot despite what some books suggest.  If 

you have not seen it yet, Lough Conn is as good a place as any to spot it and when 

you do, don‘t leave until you sniff its delicious scent.     

 

EAMON GAUGHAN 
 

Irish Lady’s Tresses 

Irish Lady‘s Tresses  Irish Lady‘s Tresses  St. John‘s Wort 
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The Lazarus Orchid 

EXTINCT ORCHID RE -DISCOVERED AFTER 70 YEARS 

 

IN THE official database of extinct Australian species, the robust greenhood orchid  

(Pterostylis valida) exists only in the past tense. 

 

The plant ''was'' a distinctive orchid with small underground tubers. It ''was'' endemic 

to Victoria and its flowers ''were'' translucent white with green stripes. 

 

But nearly 70 years since it was last sighted, scientists have discovered the robust 

greenhood orchid is still all of these things and much more. 

 

A remarkable discovery in the hills beyond Bendigo is poised to remove the orchid 

from the official extinction list. 

 

Eight small plants have been found at Nardoo Hills near Wedderburn on a tract of 

land bought six years ago by conservation firm Bush Heritage Australia. 

 

After a tip-off in spring 2009 that an unidentified plant had been spotted flowering 

on the reserve, orchid experts Geoff Nevill and Julie Whitfield set out to find and 

identify the flower. 

 

On October 27, their patience was rewarded and their suspicions confirmed: the ro-

bust greenhood orchid was back from the dead. 

 

''You've got to have very good eyesight to spot some of these orchids we work with,'' 

said Ms Whitfield. 

 

''We had to get down on hands and knees to look at all the little features that might 

determine what it was and then we had to send samples off for positive identifica-

tion.'' 

 

Comparisons to dry specimens stored at the National Herbarium confirmed the find, 

and Victoria's Department of Sustainability and Environment is now lodging an ap-

plication for the species' extinct status - declared nationally in 1999 - to be down-

graded to ''critically endangered''. 

 

Nardoo Hills reserve ranger Jeroen van Veen said the find was a reward for many 

years spent removing cattle, rabbits and feral weeds from the reserve. 

 

''It sounds a bit ridiculous to say that it's never too late for extinct species, but it's true 

- we've just proven it,'' he said. 
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''This is what we work for … after years and years slogging away and restoring natu-

ral bushland, these are the kind of things that keep you going. These are the big moti-

vators.'' 

 

Mr van Veen said strong rains should allow the eight plants to expand their numbers 

and better establish the species. 

 

Ms Whitfield said there could be untold benefits from its revival. ''We know very 

little about it … this orchid could have numerous relationships going on with other 

species that we might not know about, so rediscovering it is very exciting,'' she said. 

 

An amendment to the orchid's endangered status is expected to be approved next 

year. 

 

http://www.theage.com.au/environment/conservation/lazarus-orchid-rises-from-the-

soil-once-more-20101206-18muq.html 

The Lazarus Orchid 
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Questions and Answers 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions and answers: 
  
Question: The winter weather has been very cold and I fear that my tropical orchids 

may suffer, what can I do about it? 

  

Answer: Stop watering during prolonged cold spells and under no circumstance 

spray your plants. In any case, many orchid genera prefer a winter rest and should 

only be watered at most about every two weeks  and only then if the weather is mild. 

Certain orchid genera which grow at high altitudes in their native habitats such as 

Cymbidium, Pleione, Neofinetia, Masdevallia, Odontoglossum and the Himalayan 

Coelogynes can be kept in an unheated room during the winter without harm, provid-

ing temperatures don‘t drop below about 7C 

 

However for popular tropical orchid which grow at lower altitudes such as Cattleya, 

Phalaenopsis and Paphiopedilum, try to provide a day time lift in temperature to at 

least 18C and at night ensure they are kept away from windows and obviously draw 

your curtains early in the evening to keep heat in.  

 

Even in a room centrally heated during the winter day, once switched off at night, 

the temperature can drop to 7C and they will begin to suffer at or below about 10C. 

Although such cool temperatures may not appear to have an immediate effect on the 

tropical plants they are often severely checked and gradually deteriorate even if re-

turned to warmer conditions.  

 

Therefore if you are away from home for even a few days during cold winter weath-

er and leave your heating switched off it is probably better to restrict yourself to 

growing more temperature tolerant plants such as from the genera mentioned above. 

Your Questions and Answers 

IRISH ORCHID SOCIETY  
www.irishorchidsociety.org 

Å 
POLLINIA 

www.pollinia.org 
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 ORCHIDS ARE GOOD FOR YOU!  

 

During these times of economic hardship, we all need a little cheer in our lives and 

perhaps more than ever it is pertinent to appreciate what is really important in life 

such as the mysterious experience of beauty. Whether that is in the people we love or 

have loved or in the nature about us and that must include orchids.  

 

The average orchid beginner is initially overwhelmed by such a diverse subject and 

typically then buys too many plants, spends too much money, clutters up their house, 

watches despondently as their favourite plants deteriorate and finally their interest 

fizzles out.  

 

For others they become obsessive undeterred collectors of hundreds of plants. Some-

times I believe the compulsive ―fix‖ of obtaining a new plant, eclipses the enjoyment 

of simply making do with what the people already have. So perhaps being able to 

cherish and nurture a few carefully selected plants is the secret to keeping the passion 

alive for most of us. It takes a lot of time to manage a large collection and keep it 

healthy.  

 

During the BBC‘s excellent coverage of this year‘s Chelsea flower show, one saga-

cious orchid veteran advised that everyone should try a variety of orchids but then 

concentrate on the group they are most successful with and forget the rest. There is 

no such thing as an all round successful orchid grower and certainly not me. But the 

joy of having orchids flourish for you makes you happy.  

 

Proof of this was copper-fastened for me by our speaker Laurence Hobbs at the Octo-

ber Glasnevin society meeting. Laurence, who has over 30 years of experience in 

growing orchids as a business, remarked that he had noticed over his career that  

orchid growers seem to live much longer than the average person!  

 

Next year is the tenth anniversary of the Irish Orchid Society and I hope we can 

arrange some special celebration in the summer. I want to thank you on behalf of the 

committee for your support during the past year and hope you will keep the faith and 

continue your subscription. Remember the society exists for you and never hesitate to 

submit your stories, good or bad, to Larry for publication in Pollinia.   

 

Nollaig Shona Daoibh 

SHANE KERR 

A Little Cheer!  
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Ní fuacht go hEarrach is ní teas go Fomhair 
 

There is no cold to compare with the cold of Spring, nor is there heat to compare 

with the heat of Autumn 

Masdevallia veitchiana  

If ever there was an orchid flower that 

looked more in place on a Christmas tree 

than on a flower stalk it must surely be 

Masdevallia veitchiana which is the na-

tional flower of Peru. This astonishing 

plant produces single flowers several 

times a year, which are intensely orange 

coloured and covered in tiny prismatic 

magenta hairs. These hairs catch the light 

and incredibly change the colour of the 

flower as you view it from a dif-

ferent direction. Show me 

any flower in the plant 

kingdom that can 

match that! No wonder the Inca 

civilisation coveted it over a 

thousand years ago when it was 

known to them as the 

―Waqanki‖.  

 

Masdevallia are one of the most 

readily recognisable of orchid 

genera and M. veitchiana is not 

only the most beautiful of 

Masdevallia species, it is also 

the most easily cultivated. Masdevallia 

grow naturally shaded amidst tall grasses 

on the mossy well drained slopes of the 

Andes mountains where their roots re-

ceive all year round water and the plants 

thrive in the mists and fresh moving air at 

altitudes between 2,000 and 4,000 metres 

(remember that our highest mountain, 

Carrantuohill , is a mere 1,041  

metres in height). Obviously this orchid  

likes cool temperatures. It prefers to grow 

within the range 7C - 25C. They probably 

would fare better outside than in a green-

house during the summer months but 

watch out for greenfly which are partial 

to their succulent leaves. Also consider 

that Masdevallia do not like strong sun-

shine which can yellow the leaves. The 

two greatest challenges to cultivating it 

successfully are firstly that you must 

never allow its roots to dry-out 

completely; this is because, 

as with most other 

Masdevallia, it does 

not possess pseudo bulbs as wa-

ter reservoirs. Secondly, it is 

vital that a cool humid environ-

ment with good ventilation is 

maintained throughout the year.  

 

The key point must be that 

Masdevallia like consistency 

and become stressed if subjected 

to undue changes in growing 

conditions. Stress typically man-

ifests in fun-gal infection causing rapid 

leaf wilt and death. Understand these 

basic requirements and grow them in a 

free-draining bark chip compost with 

some moss, perlite and horticultural char-

coal and they will reward you. 

 

SHANE KERR 

ORCHIDS FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS TREE?  MASDEVALLIA VEITCHIANA  
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 MOUNTAINS OF ORCHIDS  

New species of orchids discovered on Borneo's highest mountain 

With just over 25,000 species, the orchids are probably the world's largest flowering 

plant family. Kew‘s orchid experts Dr Jeff Wood and Dr Phil Cribb have added 38 

new species to the total this year alone. Jeff Wood has been studying the orchids of 

Mount Kinabalu, the highest mountain in Borneo (4095m), for more than a decade 

and yet continues to discover species new to science. 

 

―Kinabalu is unbelievably rich,‖ says Dr Wood. ―In an area of just 1,200 square 

kilometres 866 different orchids occur, including 13 new species described this year 

alone‖. But there is trouble in paradise; Borneo‘s forests are being devastated by 

widespread logging for timber and oil palm plantations. Dr Wood has named a fur-

ther 15 new species this year, all of which have been discovered in logging areas in 

Borneo. Orchids face a further threat – illegal collection for the horticultural trade. 

 

Wood‘s research is essential – put simply, by placing these spectacular plants on the 

map, he is throwing them a lifeline. 

 

Other species discovered in Borneo include Callicarpa argentii, a small endangered 

tree with bright red fruits. 

 

http://www.kew.org/news/mountains-of-orchids.htm 

Mount Kinabalu 

Dendrobium serena-alexianum (Image: Tony Lamb) 
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 IRISH SUPERSTITIONS IN THE CHRISTMAS SEASON 
 

Editor: This article was given to me by a neighbour in Sligo who thought ―orchid 

people‖ might find it interesting and, for some, nostalgic. 

 

We knew about an Irish superstition that said it was lucky to receive a Christmas 

card which pictured the Three Wise Men. Our research led us to a veritable  

cornucopia of beliefs... 

 

...but we never did find one related to the Magi. We're still looking - and if you're 

familiar with this superstition, please tell us about it. In the meantime, here are many 

beliefs which have not been included in our other Christmas articles - at least, if 

memory serves, they haven't! 

 

In the old days, children were usually charged with the responsibility of gathering the 

Yuletide decorations and finding a holly bush loaded with berries was considered 

very lucky. Holly is a symbol commonly associated with Christmas and has been 

used in Yuletide celebrations for almost two thousand years. 

 

There are many superstitions associated with Christmas Eve. It was once believed 

that on Christmas Eve, an angel stands on every spike of the holly leaves. It was also 

said that the Good People would come in out of the cold to find shelter in the holly 

branches and that the mischief of the evil spirits was suspended for this Holy Night. 

One lovely belief is that honey bees celebrate the Nativity by waking up from their 

winter sleep and humming a song of praise to Christ. Unfortunately, only those who 

have led a blameless life could hope to hear their song, which is said to be the 100th 

psalm: 

 

"Sing joyfully to the Lord, all you lands; 

serve the Lord with gladness; 

come before him with joyful song. 

Know that the Lord is God..." 

 

In the old days, people believed that animals celebrated the arrival of Christ and that 

the cows in the cattle-sheds and the deer in the forests went down on their knees at 

midnight. Others believed that animals were able to speak like humans on Christmas 

Eve - but it was bad luck to try and listen in! 

 

Irish Superstitions at Christmas 
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 The placing of a lighted candle in the window of a house on Christmas Eve is still 

practised today. Primarily it was, and still is, a symbol of welcome to Mary and  

Joseph as they travelled looking for shelter. The candle should be lit by the youngest 

member of the household and only be extinguished by a girl bearing the name 'Mary'. 

To have no light meant that you shared the guilt of the Innkeeper at Bethlehem who 

said, "No Room"! 

 

After evening meal, the kitchen table was again set and on it were placed a loaf of 

bread filled with caraway seeds and raisins, a pitcher of milk and a large lit candle. 

The door to the house was left unlatched so that Mary and Joseph, or any wandering 

traveller, could come in. It's also said that leaving a loaf of bread on the table will 

ensure bread for the coming year. And, you should also leave a bowl of water out to 

be blessed by the travellers - this water would be used for cures. 

 

It was believed that the rooster would crow at unusual times, and to hear him crow at 

midnight was a good omen, as was a new moon. A clear star-filled sky would bring 

good crops in the summer, and shoes placed side by side would prevent a quarrel. For 

good health throughout the following year, you should eat an apple at the stroke of 

midnight. 

 

There were also sinister superstitions associated with the eve of Christ's birth. If, 

when all were seated round the fire, one shadow on the wall behind them was head-

less, then the person who cast the shadow would be dead before the end of the year. 

Someone would also die if a hoop fell off a cask. This actually has a logical explana-

tion - when a cask is full, the hoops are tight; when it is empty, they become loose. If 

the principal candle goes out for some reason during the Christmas season, it is a bad 

omen - possibly the death of the head of the household. 

 

It was commonly held in Ireland that the gates of Heaven open at midnight and those 

who die would go straight in. It was also believed that no prayer would go  

unanswered on this most holy of nights. 

 

As for Christmas Day itself, according to an old verse, 

 

"If Christmas Day on a Sunday fall 

A troublesome Winter we shall have all." 

 

As might be expected, there are a number of superstitions associated with food: 

 

It's said to be lucky to eat breakfast by candlelight on Christmas morning. You should 

eat plum pudding on Christmas to avoid losing a friend before next Christmas. 

 

 

Irish Superstitions 
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 Refuse a mince pie at Christmas dinner and you will have bad luck for the coming 

day. 

 

Drink three sips of salted water before Christmas dinner for good health - But on the 

second day after Christmas, abstain from meat to prevent fever. 

 

Snow on Christmas means Easter will be green. A blowing wind on Christmas Day 

brings good luck - but, wearing new shoes will bring bad luck. And never turn a  

mattress - very bad luck for the turner! The child born on Christmas Day will have a 

special fortune and good luck will come to the home where a fire is kept burning 

throughout the Christmas season. To bring luck and blessings, you should take a 

wisp of straw from the nativity scene at the church and bring it home. 

 

The weather on each of the twelve days of Christmas signifies what the weather will 

be on the appropriate month of the coming year. And, all decorations are traditional-

ly taken down on Little Christmas or Twelfth Night - the feast of the Epiphany on 

January 6th. It is considered to be bad luck to take them down before then. Also, you 

shouldn't fix a leak in the roof during the twelve days - the leak will come back if 

you do! 

 

In north Leinster, east Connaught and south Ulster, a special ritual was observed on 

Twelfth Night. A round cake was placed on the table and a rush candle or bog oak 

representing each member of the family was lit. The lights were said to go out in the 

order that the members of a family would die.  

 

On a lighter note, in Westmeath, it was customary to set up a sieve of oats around 

which was placed a dozen candles and in the center, a larger candle. This was done 

in memory of Jesus and his apostles - "lights of the world." 

 

There are many, many other superstitions related to Christmas in Ireland which we 

haven't mentioned here because they're interspersed throughout our "Christmas in 

Ireland" series and we didn't want to repeat them. But you won't find this one: On 

Epiphany, the tail of a herring should be rubbed across the eyes of a child to give 

immunity against disease for the remainder of the year!  
 

BRIDGET HAGGERTY 

Irish Superstitions at Christmas 
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Calendar of Events  -  January through  March 2011 

January- Please note that January meetings 
have been discontinued. 
  
February 7th 8pm - Members' Night 
This evening there will be an open discussion 
on a wide variety of orchid topics. As always 
members are invited to bring along plants for 
display and offer advice on how they should be 
cultivated. Shane Kerr will give a short talk on 
growing Cypripediums, a genus which is be-
coming increasingly popular particularly since 
the introduction of Frosch hybrids  
(http://www.cypripedium.de) 
  
Committee members should note that a meeting 
will be held starting at 7pm. 
  
  
March 7th 8pm - Preparations for the  
Growing Season* 
 
This event will focus on preparations for the 
new growing season. Success with orchids is 
very much dependent on the medium on which 
they grow and how they are repotted. Instruc-
tions on repotting and recommendations on 
orchid substrates and where to obtain them will 
be given. There also be a discussion on other 
orchid sundries which are worth having. 
  
*This event will be postponed to April if the 
National Botanic Gardens Spring Orchid 
Fayre is scheduled for this month.  
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JANUARY 2011 

FEBRUARY 2011 

MARCH 2011 

New Years Resolution?  

Join the Irish Wildlife Trust!  

 

If you enjoy Irish nature then I strongly rec-

ommend that you join the Irish Wildlife Trust. 

Members receive a quarterly colour magazine 

which is of astounding quality and would ap-

peal to all ages. The IWT organizes many 

events all over Ireland. Just visit their website 

and see for yourself! (www.iwt.ie). 
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For a wide range of unusual species and 
popular hybrids please ask for our colour brochure. 

 For an even wider and more up to date list of plants, books, sundries, gifts 
 etc., visit our web site www.orchids.uk.com 

   We will be pleased to ship to Ireland, contact us for a quote or get together  
with your orchid friends to share the cost of delivery. 

 

Forches Cross, Newton Abbot, Devon, England, TQ12 6PZ. 
Tel: +44 1626 352233   mail@orchids.uk.com 

Are pleased to be regular 

visitors to the  

Dublin Orchid Fayre! 

IF CHRISTMAS FALLS ON  

Sunday - warm winter  

hot dry summer 

  

Monday - foggy winter  

windy summer  

 

Tuesday - cold, snowy winter  

wet summer  

 

Wednesday - hard winter  

very good summer  

 

Thursday - soft winter  

very good summer  

 

Friday - moderate winter  

moderate fall  

 

Saturday - windy, snowy winter,  

good summer 

MÁ THITFEADH NOLLAIG  

Dé Domhnaigh - geimhreadh te  

samhradh te tirim  

 

Dé Luain - geimhreadh ceomhar  

samhradh gaofar  

 

Dé Máirt - geimhreadh fuar sneachtúil  

samhradh fluich  

 

Dé Céadaoin - geimhreadh crúa  

samhradh an-mhaith  

 

Déardaoin - geimhreadh bog  

samhradh an-mhaith  

 

Dé hAoine - geimhreadh measartha  

fómhar measartha  

 

Dé Sathairn - geimhreadh gaofar  

sneachtúil  

If Christmas falls on …. 

http://www.orchids.uk.com/


A Phalaenopsis “Christmas Tree” blossoms in Thailand 


