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found in orchid flowers. Plural of
Pollinium.

Waxy pollen clumps or grains
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most orchids; often yellow, distinc
and found under the pollen cap of
the column.

the

Pollinia contain male

reproductive cells.

Latin polfinr, stem of pollen "fine
flour, dust."
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Some Unusual Terrestrial Orchids 3

NERVILIAS

If you like to grow orchids that do not look anything like
an orchid, try growing a selection of Nervilidhey

come in various sizes, shades, colour, and texture. They
are small and fit very well into 3.5" to 4" pots. When
they are resting, you can put stack them up under the
bench or in the cellar.

At this point, I'm betting on the smallest beiRgrvilia
crociformisbased on its eastern origindowever, |

think N. punctatas also a very strong contender based
on the leaf.

SOME UNUSUAL
TERRESTRIAL

ORCHIDS

Pollinia Volume 10, Issue 2
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Some Unusual Terrestrial Orchids

Nervila plicata

This is probably one of the more common Neniliultivation. It took me some
time to figure out how to grow these terrestrial orchids:

1. Potin a light well draining and aerated mix. Light loam with some peat/humus
and perlite/pumice is fine.

2. Water generously during the growing phase when new leaves afpalans
and runners will also be produced. Small new white tubers start to form underground.

3. Reduce watering when the leaves start to brown or die bete&.underground
tubers harden. Interconnecting stolons dry up.

4. Water once a week during dormancihe mix should be marginally moist. How
much moisture can a2 cm diameter tuber holds overl@ weeks?

5. With good care, you should be able to double or triple the corms each year.

The leaves are quite variabl&he photo above and below are those of the same
clone growth in 2008 and 2009 respectively.

Itis a very widespread species with a range from Deccan, India all the way east to
New Guinea and extends north to southwestern China and south to northern Austral-
ia. The recorded localities are concentrated in the tropical monsoon belt. So far, |
have not come across it in habitat. It surely blends in with leaf litter in deciduous
forest.
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Some Unusual Terrestrial Orchids 3)

This appears to be another formMafaragoanajt comes from Taminbar Island
towards the eastern end of the Indonesian archipelago. The leaves are very close to

N. aragoanarom Thailand . With care and a bit of luck, would expect it to flower
in the next growing season.

Pollinia Volume 10, Issue 2
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6 Some Unusual Terrestrial Orchids

Below is a lush pot of a Malaysian form three months after | wrote the entry above:

An unfolding leaf

The Irish Orchid Society January 2012



Some Unusual Terrestrial Orchids 7

My beautiful N. aragoanaoriginates from peninsular Malaysia, which is in be-
tween the two extremes of India and Pacific Islantisis like a miniature Gun-
neraor Petasitefrom cool temperate zone contained in a 4" @dtring the grow-

ing season a new leaf grow from a underground globular tuber; as the leaf mature
and "harden”, newstolon like root runners grow from the base of the leaf stalk into
loose humus rich soil to form new tubers.

It is an easy terrestrial orchid that require generous watering and humidity during
the vegetative growing season and a bit of aaltybetween watering during the
dormant stage. Depending on origins and habitat and general health of the orchid,
the leaf can range from 2" to 7" across. The flowers are nothing much to talk about.
Since I've only a single clone. it seems to have an ability to self pollinate for the
last few terminal flowers to propagate ifself when cross fertilization mechanism is
not available.

Nervilia aragoana

Pollinia Volume 10, Issue 2



Some Unusual Terrestrial Orchids

Pure Beauty- Habenaria myriotricha/medusae

This is a jawdropping beauty from Laos or Thailand. I've seen it once in Bangkok
and that beautiful memory stayed with me. Recently, | was very lucky to purchase
what | suspected istd. myriotrichaplant from a local orchid nursery. They had
imported some plants from Thailand in preparation for a plant exhilztiortrade

fair. Keeping my fingers crossed ... and it turned out to the plant of my dreams.

According to Seidenfaden, there are 3 specitsmedusadrom northern Sumatra,
H. myriotrichafrom Thailand/Laos anHl. beccariifrom Sulawesi.

H. medusa@ndH. myriotrichaare almost identical whilkl. beccariihas broader
and shorter fringes on the side lobes. Knowing that my plant originated from Thai-
land I'm sticking tdH. myriotricha.

The inflorescences is erect and measure8@6m tall from ground. Each flower is
about 3 cm across, with long graceful thin fringes on the side lobes and a long spur.

The Irish Orchid Society January 2012



Some Unusual Terrestrial Orchids 9

Habenaria myriotricha/medusae

Again this is a deciduous terrestrial from monsoon-beltlochina, northern Suma-

tra, Sulawesi, with a very distinct dry/wet season. When the plant is growing, water
generously and feed it with dilute fertilizer regularly to promote strong growth and
flowers. After flowering, once leaves begin to yellow reduce watering as the plant
prepares for dormancy by withdrawing starch from the leaves and stem to form the
tuber. Slowly, water less and less. Once the tuber is fully formed, it can be kept dry
for about 34 months.

Pollinia Volume 10, Issue 2



10 Habenaria lindleyana

Habenaria lindleyana

This is a beautifuHabenaria lindleyana The parent plant featured went into dor-
mancy in December 2007 forming 3 tubers: one large and two siake

second generation tubers have once again grown very nicely and rewarded me with a
beautiful crop of flowers!

Due to accidental neglect during a hot spell and an attack of spider mites, the larger
plant has aborted flowering and has since gone into dormancy forming a new single
tuber.

The Irish Orchid Society January 2012



Oeceoclade calcarata 11

Oeceoclade calcarata

This is probably one of the more commonly offered Oeceoclades species in the
orchid market. | got my from Burleigh Park Orchids an Austrialian nursery by shar-
ing a shipment with other local orchid hobbyists. Once again, the label sags it is
decaryanaMany other offers and photos on the web suggestit alcarata This

is my first and oldest pot of Oeceoclades. And one of the most prolific growers with
multiple growing points. Even the bud on top of a old pseudobulb is capable of giv-
ing rise to an new offsetbottom right.

It is extremely succulent and drought tolerant with very strong thick roots covered
with exceptionally spongy velamen. Unfortunately, it is flower shy; a firm identifica-
tion will have to wait. Garay & Taylor* mentions that the type specimen is without
precise locality, probably again from deciduous forest of northern or western Mada-
gascar.

*The Genus Oeceocladdsy L. Garay & P. Taylor ilBotanical Museum Leaflets,
Harvard University, Vol. 24, No. 9

Pollinia Volume 10, Issue 2
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-2 Oeceoclades spathulifera

Oeceoclades spathulifera
This is species very closely relatedQocalcarata.ln my view, without flowering
this orchid, it would be more appropriate to classify it as different colour variant of
O. calcarata The leaves are very thick, the surface is hard and shiny as if coated
with clear varnish. The thick, hard pseudobulbs are distinctivalygled. | got it
when it was a seedling and it came with a labespathuliferalt would not be
wrong to say that it comes from the decidusaorub of western Madagascar.

—

Oeceoclades roseovariegata
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Oeceoclades roseovariegata 13

| received this beautiful form
of O. roseovariegata(page

11, bottom) through plant ex-
change. It is originated from
"Berevo", which i presume is a
village marker for locality.

The cryptic reddistmarbled
tesselation is regal. The leaf
surface is also rather unusual
for an orchid, it seems to be
covered with a very fine felt or
has minute projections. It is
not "hairy". The type species
comes from near Diego Sua-
rez, Montague des Francaise.
Leaf margins are not as undulating in comparison.

The flowers are small, odourless and insignificant. My-gelfination attempt was a
failure. Given it's locality up in the northern most tip of Madagascar, reckon it should
in theory get more rain and therefore can tolerate more water. At this point with only
one pot, I'm in no hurry to push it for faster growth.

Oeceoclades roseovariegata

Pollinia Volume 10, Issue 2



Oeceoclades roseovariegata

Questioned Species

| received this Oeceoclades seedling from Isobyl La Croix when she offered seed
raised orchids for sale at least five years ago. The label sugyestsbongensis

which | had assumed to be correct. Only last year did | manage to Xerox a copy of
the paper tittedhe Genus Oeceocladdsy L. Garay & P. Taylor irBotanical Mu-
seum Leafletdlarvard University, Vol. 24, No. 9. It is a taxonomic paper that sug-
gests a need to split Oeceoclades from Eulophia.

A note undeO. ambongensis synE. ambongenseaught my eye: "related species
of O. maculataalliance". Looking through a couple of available papers.. it appears
that myO. ambongensifave more affinitieso O. decaryanal cannot rule ou®.
ambongensibecause | was not able to get hold of the original descripti&n afn-
bongensén an old obscure botanical publication!
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Oeceoclades peyrotti 15

Oeceoclades peyrotti

| went to the 2007 Johor Orchid Show without expectation; but was really lucky and
managed to pick up an unexpected dgeeceoclades peyrotfl.he vendor was sell-

ing six month old seedlings out of flask. He had purchased this flask of new offering
while attending some orchid conference or meeting in France (or somewhere in Eu-
rope | do not recall.) This newly described species has been around since 1974, recol-
lected again in the 1990s and was growing in collection of Jardin des Cedres at St
Jean Cap Ferrat in Southern France. Again, it is a species from the dry deciduous
forest of southwestern Madagascar. **

As | was able to successfully nurse from two to four pseudobulbs, it has paid back
my small investment. Cultivation is not different from the other Oeceoclades: it does
need to dry out between watering. Potting in very coarsedfi@iaing inorganic mix

of rocks, lime or charcoal ... basically any coarse filler material, and filling interstitial
space with finer sand or humus.

** Contribution a I'étude des Orchidaceae de Madagascar et des Mascareignes
XXXI. Espéces et combinaisons nouvelles dans les genres Oeceoclades, Eulophia et
Eulophiella.J. Bosser & P. Morat. Adansonia, Sér. 3 2001. 23(PR.7

Pollinia Volume 10, Issue 2



16 Pectecilis susannae

Pectecilis susannae

This is a very famous orchid. It is found in the monsoon belt of Southeast Asia and
into S. China, with a very distinct dry and wet season. The natural habitat is seasonal
grasslands, in soil pockets named it after his wife in his book Flora of Ambon:

fi...in memory of her [ Susanna] who wher
mate in looking for herbs and plants, and who was also the first one to show it to
me . 0

Currently it is very rare in the wild and equally rare in cultivation. It is rare in culti-
vation probably because of its very specific growth/dormancy requirements and
growers tend to treat it like most other orchids which require year round watering.
Like H. lindleyana after flowering this species dies down to a tuber resting for a few
months before a new shoot will emerge from the soil. At this point, watering can be
resumed. It likes to be grown in sandy clay enriched with high potash and phosphate.
The mix must retain moisture and must be well drained.

The plant grows vigorously for three to four months before flowering developing a

tall stem; the stem should be supported if necessary avoid toppling over resulting in
unrecoverable damage to basal stem jointed to the tuber. Watering should be slowly
reduce as leaves and flowers dries up to prepare for tuber development and dorman-
cy. Some water should still be given to soften the mix and aid tuber development.
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Eulophia andamanensis 17

Eulophia andamanensis

Chances are you can find pseudobulbs of this species at general herbal, tuber, & bulb
store at Bangkok's renowned Chatuchak matkeibphia andamanensis a widely
distributed species throughout Thailand, into Indochina (Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam),
Myanmar (Tenasserim) and also Northern Malaysia. My gut feel is that it can adapt
and spread on disturbed forest or grasslands jus§flathoglottis plicataccupying
degraded land in Malaysia and Singapore.

Four or five years ago this guy in my neighbourhood gave me a fistful of pseudo-
bulbs from his sad rotting clump. It thrives under general succulent care, i.e., if the
plantis in leaf | water, else | don't. Over the course of two years, the pseudo bulbs
spread to fill two 12 inch pots. Typically, it stays dormant for about four to five
months.

Only recently did it flower under severely underpotted conditions. There appears to
be two colour forms (light green and brown) in the clumps.

TULEAR

[An odds & ends collector of small plants for a limited growing space. Someone who
is always on the look out for plants in niche and cranny. An Engineer in the Refining
Sector based in Singapore.]
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18 Stuart Dunlop

DONEGAL WILDLIFE

A REGULARLY UPDATEBICTORIAL NARRATIVE OF
THE WILDLIFE AROUNMRAPHOE, CO. DONEGAL

Ants farming aphid for honeydew
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Donegal Wildlife 19

The Spotted Orchids are now well advanced, Nearing 1,400 species, with many
specimens to be seen. The first is a good ‘clean' Common Spotted Orchid:

This second specimerwhich was growing very nearbyhas features of both Heath
Spotted Orchid (the frilly lower lip, with only a hint of a central tooth) and also
Northern Marsh Orchid (the dark background colour)

Common spotted orchid

Pollinia Volume 10, Issue 2



20 Donegal Wildlife

As | was examining the orchids, | spotted an Eristalis hoverfly attempting to nectar. |
realised | had to work quickly, so | rattled off a few shots, and was rewarded with
this fine shot of the hoverfly with the attached pollinia from the orchid:

Eristalis hoverfly

The lIrish Orchid Society January 2012
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Common spotted orchid

At the March 5th meeting, Stuart Dunlop will
be our featured lecturer (s€alendar.)

Stuart is a passionate naturalist and a skilled
photographer so a visual feast is anticipated.

http://donegaiwildlife.blogspot.com/

Pollinia
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22 Recently in flower in the National Botanic Gardens
|

RECENTLY IN FLOWER | N THE NATIONAL BOTANIC GARDENS

Thunia marshalliana

A native of India, Thailand and S. China, this orchid is found in the ground, on rocks
and in tree forks. It is named for an English orchid enthusiast (Marshall) who lived
during the 1800's. There are about six members of the genus Thunia, but this is prob-
ably the most popular species in cultivation.

Itis grown in a cool house and, like all other other orchids here at Glasnevin, it is

fed a weak solution of seaweed extract regularly during the growing

season. It is considered a giant sized erect terrestrial, with tall fleshy, robust canes
(pseudobulbs) or jointed stems, that are enveloped by leaf sheaths. The leaves them-
selves are pale green and drop off in the winter, leaving a bare stem. During the win-
ter months it is watered just enough to keep the stems from shriveling. It can also be
lifted out of the pot, cleaned and left on a tray in the dark until the new shoots appear
at the base of last years stems. It begins to grow in early spring and can reach up to
60cm (2ft) in height. When you see the new shoots appear it's time to pot the stems.
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Recently in flower in the National Botanic Gardens 23

A fine to medium grade compost is used and the plants are kept in medium shade. It
flowers in midsummer on a terminal and drooping inflorescence, it can have up to
12 large, showy, fragrant, shdited flowers. This year several of our plants pro-
duced 14 flowers.

This orchid is prone to producirgikis(baby plants) which will drop off naturally
as the cane matures. These can be grown in the same manner as a mature plant.

It is possible to propagate new plants by cutting the mature stem in to lengths (3
4inches) and placing on a tray of sphagnum moss mixed with sand.

MARIE HOURIGAN

[Editor: Thunia marshallianaalways blooms around Christmas time in
Australia]

A, Old stem showing fibres from joints.

B, Young shoot with roots at base (1/4
natural size).

Pollinia Volume 10, Issue 2



24 OWarm spring' brings more or

0 WARM SPRING' BRI NGS MOREESORCHI DS TO W
Orchid increase could be due to the warm weather during the spring.
A nature reserve near Caernarfon has recorded its highest orchid count for 25 years.

Conservation charity Plantlife Cymru counted just under 3,500 butindlyids at
Caeau Tan y Bwich.

The final total was 3,495, more than double the 1,439 orchids in 2010.

The native white orchids were found in eight of the reserve's ten fields. In one field,
where no more than ten orchids have ever been recorded, there were an astonishing
304.

Conservation manager Dr Trevor Dines said the "fantastic” fluctuation in orchid
numbers could be down to the warm weather during the spring.

"Greater butterflyorchids are gorgeous with a faint vanilla scent but have disap-
peared from many sites across the UK," he said.

"Orchid numbers do fluctuate and they will have liked the warm spring but such a
huge increase is a real vote of confidence
in the management we have introduce
here over the last few years with the
North Wales Wildlife Trust."

Orchid numbers at the reserve have b ' )
increasing steadily with 335 in 2008, |

953 in 2009 and 1,439 in 2010.

Although the warm spring weather is )
said to have contributed to the growth |,
the orchids, other measures have bee
introduced to encourage wild flowers t
thrive.

Hay-cutting has been reintroduced to
suppress vigorous grasses and large
areas of gorse are now covered in
orchids after being cleared.

The Irish Orchid Society January 2012



Wilma Rittershausen, RIP 25

WILMA RITTERSHAUSEN, 1939 -2011

We are very sad to announce the death of Wilma Rittershausen who passed away
peacefully in Torbay Hospital on 26thAugust, eleven months after her brother Brian.

Wilma was one of the second generation of orchid growers to run our nursery with
Brian and their father Percy. She retired from nursery work to concentrate on
orchid writing and together with Brian they-goote over twenty books on orchids.

There are not many orchid enthusiasts
of orchid writers. They were jointly awarded the RHS Westonbirt Medal for Literary
Achievements in Horticulture in 2010. Wilma was also well known as the Editor of
The Orchid Reviewfor many years and was a former RHS judge.

Burnham Nurseries Newsletter, September 2011

Books Authored by Brian and Wilma Rittershausen

KOrchids for Every Home - Wilma Rittershausen and Brian Rittershausen
KOrchids - Wilma Rittershausen

Arhe Complete Book of Orchid Growing- Peter McKenzie Black, Wolfgang Rysy,
and Wilma Rittershausen

Aomplete Book of Orchid Growing - Peter
McKenzie Black and Wilma Rittershausen

Arhe Gardener's Guide to Growing Orchids-
Wilma Rittershausen

Arhe Gardener's Guide to Growing Your
Own Orchids?- Wilma Rittershausen

AGrowing & Displaying Orchids: A Step-By-
Step Guide- Wilma Rittershausen, Gill Oake
and David Oakey

Aan lllustrated Guide to Growing Your Own
Orchids - Wilma Rittershausen

Antroducing Orchids - Wilma Rittershausen
and Brian Rittershausen

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a hanam
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26 Giant Orchid Sculptures

IRISH ARTIST SCULPTI NG GIANT ORCHIDS FOR NEW UNDERPASS

An | rish arti st heypees wioe vwpdr oovfi diteh réeaen gaair
heds creating for Burlington.

Alex Pentek is visiting locally to do research for his submission Orchids, a public art
project for the median near the new Upper Middle Road underpass.

The artwork will consist of three sixetrehigh orchids, native to this area, made
from bronze and painted stainless steel. Fibre optic and LED lighting elements will
also be included in the sculptures.

AiTheydre going to definitely stand out
trastwiththebuiup i nfrastructure of the site,

He wants to offer an aitével, forest viewpoint of the orchids.

Al t  wil/l remind us of our place in the
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Giant Orchid Sculptures 27

The C$100, 000 cost for Pentekoés Orchids
the original project budget for the Upper Middle Road underpass.

Pentek has been searching diligently for live versions of three local orchids that his
onet on sculptures will depict. The varie
and the Three Birds or Thréteaded Orchid.

He met a Royal Botanical Gardens team to view pressed and refrigerated samples of
these orchids and plans to obtain photos. He also met with artist Georgian Guenther
to view her smaller representations of orchids.

Pentek said the growing season for his
check the Royal Ontario Museum collection.

The County Cork resident is intrigued by the dainty Pink Lady Slipper, with roots
that extend a metre in either direction.

iwhere does the plant stop and where do
of our connection to |iving organisms a

Pentek said LED and fibre optics will provide points of light on the sculpture flower
heads similar to water reflecting or de

He said the orchids will have bronze bodies and be anchored similar to streetlights.
Pentekébés itinerary also included visiti
agers and engineering department staff.

i Met al is great. You can do anything wi
work on a sculpture and get engineering and fabrication teams involved and make it
happen. o

ivi sually, they have to have some sort
work to have some sort of meaning for paskess, 6 he sai d.

Pentekds wor ks htarvseel hedgehpgeta an 8 x loSrmetee sheét
folded into a seemingly endless series of patterns.

The artist was brought to the island of Tasmania in Australia to exhibit the latter

work.

Pentek has returned to Ireland to create scale models and detail technical drawings to
start the project.

The finished artwork will be transported here from Cork via Montreal, with final
assembly slated for spring 2012. o]
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28 Some Orchid Christmas Tree Ornaments

SOME ORCHID (AND OTHER) CHRISTMAS TREE ORNAMENTS
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