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Caleana major & Flying Duck Orchids 3

FLYING DUCK
ORCHIDS AT
MERYLA PASS,
NWT
AUSTRALIA

Pollinia

FLYING DUCK ORCHIDS AT MERYLA PASS

Several days ago | went down the Meryla Pass road, in the
Meryla State Forest. | stopped when | got to the Morton
National Park simply because | was going to run out of
time and light, if | had kept going. It is great country.

However, | did take a single shot of the spectacular Bluff
opposite Meryla Pass. You can see why this country is
regarded as "Blue Mountains" habitat, albeit lower and
further south. Still sandstone, and still spectacular.

This Bluff must be close to the end of "Red Hills Road",
near Fitzroy Falls. It is overlooking part of the Morton
National Park, with the Shoalhaven River Gorge beyond
it. This country, which | am yearning to access is inacces-
sible to most human beings. Indeed, even the road | was
on (which is accessible) leads to a locked gate.
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4 Caleana major 3 Flying Duck Orchids

That is the start of the Northern Section of the Ettrema Wilderness Area.

The road to Meryla Pass leaves the Nowra Road (the road from Moss Vale to Fitz-
roy Falls and down through Kangaroo Valley and on to Nowra). There is a small
sign saying Meryla Road, and Manchester Square. The first 5 Km take you down a
winding road, dropping off the fertile red basalt soil farmlands of Avoca and Werai
districts, down into the moist rich farm lands of "Manchester Square”. (A most un-
likely name for a farming district in Australigbut that's what the district is called.
There is no township, just a "locality").

Passing on from Manchester Square two things happen, you leave the bitumen and
you enter the Meryla State Forest. You have also driven down onto the Sandstone.
That's what | am interested, for its rich flora and fauna habitat.

Nothing says "Classic Sandstone Flora" to me more than Boronia bushes.
Boronia thujona close up.

In retrospect, | realise the leaflets are smaller and more roundeB.tHarona
It may in fact beB. microphylla B. thujonais very common at the Barren Grounds.

| have not identified3. microphyllapreviously. These plants are growing just on top
of rocky outcrops.
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Caleana major & Flying Duck Orchids 5

We are overtopping Bundanoon Creek, on a small sandstone outcrop. This is what
the small rocky outcrop looks like.

Pollinia Volume 9, Issue 4



6 Caleana major & Flying Duck Orchids

Another of the "typical" shrubs here is the laftgevered pink
Teatree- Leptospermum rotundifolium.

Here is a clos@p shot of the lovely "Rounktaved Tedree"
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Caleana major & Flying Duck Orchids 7

And here are the Flying Duck OrchidSgleana majoi), a veritable flock of them.
They are relatively tall (30 cm on average,) but with small flowers, on thin stems, so
at first glance they look more like a swarm, of flying insects than Flying Ducks.

Left: Here is another view.

Two flowers on a single stem (a
common arrangement).
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8 Caleana major & Flying Duck Orchids

Left:

Now you can see how
they earn their name.

Right:

Another view. The bud on top is
just unfurling. The top parts will
fold back, as wings.

The lower section, which is green,
will turn red as the flower matures,
becoming the "body" of the Flying
Duck.
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Caleana major

0 Flying Duck Orchids

Now we come to the "pointy end" of the
story. The top flower is fully open. The
second (lower) flower has been trig-
gered by an insect (or stray movement).

The "head" (labellum) snaps shut over
the body (column) hopefully trapping
any stray insect inside until it collects a
dob of sticky pollinia on its head or
back thus achieving pollination, (or
deposits one from another plant.)

On the lower flower the head is com-
pletely folded down over the Duck's
"stomach".

Bottom:

Here is the front on view of the "body"
of the Flying Duck Orchid. The lowest
section shows the anther where the
pollen is stored.

Pollinia

Volume 9, Issue 4



10 Caleana major & Flying Duck Orchids

Here is the front on view of the "body" of the Flying Duck Orchid. The lowest
section shows the anther where the pollen is stored.

The head snaps over to completely close off this "body." The round shape allows
room for an insect pollinator to move around inside the flower, even when the head

shaps closed.

DENNIS WILSON
ROBERTSON, NSW
AUSTRALIA

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=paChLk3cJaY

Video from the 2011 Taiwan International Orchid Show
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15th Kimjongilia and International Kimilsungia Festival 11

15TH KIMJONGILIA AND INTERNATIONAL KIMIL ~ SUNGIA FESTIVAL

Pyongyang, February 14 (KCNA) The 15th Kimjongilia and Kimilsungia
Festival opened here on Monday on the occasion of the birthday of General Secretary
Kim Jong Il, February 16.

Displayed were a lot of potted Kimjongilias in full bloom raised by many units In-
cluding the armed forces and power organs, ministries and national institutions, sol-
diers, people from all walks of life and school youth and children.

Entrants also include the Central Standing Committee of the General Association of
Korean Residents in Japan, overseas compatriots, diplomatic missions of different
countries and missions of international organizations here, foreign organizations for
friendship and solidarity, personages and Chinese residents.

Present at the opening ceremony were Kim Ki Nam, Yang Hyong Sop, Kang Nung
Su, officials concerned, and overseas compatriots' congratulatory groups including
the group of Koreans in Japan.

Every April, Pyongyang plays host to the International Kimilsungia Festival, which
must be one of the largest flower shows in the world by visitor number. Held at the
modern, grandiose Kimilsungi@imjonglia Exhibition Hall, this must be the only
flower show in the world devoted to only two flowefsnone other than the
Kimilsungia and Kimjonglia, flowers named after the Great Leader and Dear Leader.

We arrived at the venue to find the whole area crowded with disciplined Korean fam-
ilies and groups of workers i men in formal suits and ladies in flowing traditional
gowns, walking in file to the exhibition hall. As tourists, we were given priority entry
and were greeted by an enormous-fudlll painting of Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il

with the crater lake of Mt Paektu in the background. Hundreds of pots of blooming
Kimilsungia and Kimjongilia in front of the painting, turning the whole area into a
symphony of pink and red.

Hundreds of peoplé families, coworkers and friends queued patiently for their
chance to have their photos taken in front of the painting, and more people streaming
into the building, once the ushers cleared the earlier group. It was an incredible sight,
with loud piped military marching and patriotic music. Definitely a psenadigious

ritual of pompous proportions. Although we were now used to unreserved display of
piety for the Kimés on this 6th day of
nonetheless spectacular.

I asked the exhibition guide how many
the last exhibition held here 2 months ago, during the birthday of the Dear Leader
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12 15th Kimjongilia Festival

Comrade Kim Jong Il. We expect the number to exceed a million this time, during
this 15th Kimilsungia Festival .o

We were quickly brought into a few rooms where there was a display on the history
and background of the two flowers. The pink Kimilsungia is a species of orchid,
first bred by an Indonesian botanist, and presented by Sukarno to Kim Il Sung in
1965 when the latter visited Indonesia. It was named after Kim Il Sung, a gesture
which North Koreadts KCNA called fAa syml
tion the people of Indonesia have for

Before long, this tropical orchid became the symbol of the regime and over 250
greenhouses have since been built for the growing of this tropical hybrid all over
this country of harsh winter. Despite the shortage of electricity, the greenhouses of
Kimilsungia are always well taken of. During the famine and energy crisis of the

of the | ate 19906s, KCNA carried repor |
energy bureaus to shut down their home heating systems during winter so that there
is enough electric power for the glories of Kimilsungia.

How can there be a flower for the fath
cause was answered by a Japanese botanist in 1988. The Kimjonglia is a variety of

the South American begonia. Huge and red, some critics say the Dear Leader needs
fl owers | arger than his fatherés to ma

Whatever it was, Kimjonglia took off in a big way too, with huge Kimjonglia festi-

vals every year as well.

Into the exhibition proper. Numerous provincial and municipal authorities, military
units, factories and even foreign embassies have sponsored displays of the two flow-
ers. And in front of the panels, countless pots of Kimilsungia and Kimjonglia. They
even have prizes for the best exhibits. Authorities had promised a day's worth of
food to its 24 million people in the days leading up to the festivities, but failed to
hand them out. Ruling party officials in the northeast also didn't receive their gifts of
up to ten days' rations of rice and corn.

The whole exhibition centre, probably the size of a few football fields, was jammed
with massive crowds. What a nice family or office outing opportunity! Great music
such as the Song of General Kim Il Sung and the Song of General Kim Jong Il. Lots
of (or rather many of two kinds) beautiful flowers, not to mention an excellent ven-
ue for peoplevatching. Everyone here for the admiration of the exquisite
Kimilsungia and Kimjonglia.

TAN WEE CHENG
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Painting of Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il. Hundreds of pots of blooming Kir_ﬁilsungia

and Kimjongilia in front of the painti
pink and red. o
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15th Kimjongilia Festival-Wor | d6s Largest FIl ower

The Irish Orchid Society July 2011




15th Kimjongilia and International Kimilsungia Festival 15

Kimilsungia, a hybrid cultivar of orchid, Dendrobium 'Kimsling'

Kimilsungia
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16 Brendan Sayers Receives Award

BRENDAN SAYERS RECEIVES AWARD

The H. H. Bloomer Award is given by the Linnean Society of London each year. It
was established in 1963 from a legacy by the amateur naturalist Harry Howard
Bloomer, and is awarded to an amateur naturalist who has made an important contri-
bution to biological knowledge.

Brendan Sayersreceives his
award from the President of
the Linnean Society, Professor
Vaughan Southgate.

May 25, 2011

The Linnean Society of London, founded in 1788, aims to promote and encourage
the study of all aspects of the biological sciences, with particular emphasis on evolu-
tion, taxonomy, biodiversity and sustainability.

The Society acknowledges and encourages excellence in all of these fields through
the presentation of medals and awards for outstanding scientific work and published
botanical illustrations. Each year, exceptional scientists and artists are honoured.

The President of the Society, Dr Vaughan Southgate, presented the 2011 awards at
the 223rd Anniversary Meeting of the Society on Tuesday 24th May 2011, to: Dr
Brian Coppins (Linnean Medal for Botany), Professor H Charles Godfray (Linnean
Medal for Zoology), Professor James Lake (DarWiallace Medal), Mr Brendan
Sayers (HH Bloomer Award), Dr Paul Barrett (Bicentenary Medal), Ms Margaret
Tebbs (Jill Smythies Award) and to Dr Tiina Sarkinen (Irene Manton Prize). A cita-
tion was read at the meeting for Mr Michael Fibiger, who received the HH Bloomer
Award shortly before he died in February 2011.

The Irish Orchid Society July 2011



Dublin Orchid Fair, 2011 17

DUBLIN ORCHID FAIR, 2011

Congratulation's to those who won a prize in our raffle at the weekend of the Orchid
Fair in the National Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin.

I0S Raffle Prize Winners
1st Teresa Whitaker
2nd George Phillips
3rd David Morse

4th  Mary Bradshaw
5th  Daniel Walsh

This year's raffle was very successful; the bank balance is a little healthier as a re-

sult. Many thanks to all who purchased a ticket.

The Myrad Best Memorial trophy will be presented to Una Breathnach for her
Laeliocattleya 'Gold Digger' which was awarded the Best in Show at the Fair this
year. (Cover page of this issue)

Una'sScaphosepalum verrucoswmas awarded the Best Miniature on the day.

The following is a list of winners in various categories.

Best Hybrid and Best in Show
Una Breathnach for Laeliocattleya 'Gold Digger'

Best Species
Mark Garvey

Best Miniature
Una Breathnach fd8caphosepalum verrucosum

Best Dendrobium
Eileen McGuire

Best Paphiopedium
Mark Garvey
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18 Dublin Orchid Fair, 2011

Orchid Fair 2011, photo by Robert Bradshaw
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Sophronitis purpurata 19

THE PURPLE PRINCESS

The nameSophronitis pur-
purata sounds more like a
skin disease than an orchid
species, itos ol
tion asLaelia purpuratahas

a much more befitting regal
ring to it. Regardless of
what you call it, this nation-
al flower of Brazil must be
one of the most readily rec-
ognised and widely grown
of all orchids.

| bought the pictured plant
during the Irish Orchid So-
ciety visit to the North of
England Orchid Society
show in Preston, Lancashire
back in 2007. | had not
grown it before and was not
sure how such an exotic
would fare given my basic
cool culture conditions. However, it flourished, generating ever larger leaves each
year until it flowered for this first time this year. It prefers intermediate temperatures
but will tolerate cooler periods. It requires warmth during the summer with plenty of
sunshine in order for the developing new shoots of late summer to mature sufficient-
ly and when large enough will produce the flower sheath which will contain and
protect the emerging buds until flowering the following year.

Sophronitis purpurata

It typically flowers in June, which is not a month when many tropical orchids are in
bloom and it exudes a wonderful Freesius fragrance redolent of an expensive
Armani aftershave! There are dozens of purpurata cultivars with flower colour vari-
ants ranging from intense purple to pink to blue and pure white.

Some hobbyists and even orchid societies are exclusively devoted to it. It is widely
available to buy and | recommend it to a beginner who wants to be adventurous. | do
not need to further describe its magnificence, just look into that purple velvet and be
drawn in.

SHANE KERR
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20 Sophronitis purpurata

FIELD TRIP NOTICE

Over the last few days | have talked with Trudy Lomax and the land owners at
Mullaghmore and happily we have once again received permission to use the
Lomax' boat house and the field and commonage at Mullaghmore for our annual
field trip.

The date is Saturday, the 2nd of July. Meeting point is the boat house at midday.
| won't be able to supply sandwiches, etc., for the first part of the meeting but cof-
fee and tea will be provided with cake and cookies for the second part, after we

return from the first walk.

Depending on the interest we may go to Culleenamore (Strandhill) |aBghifys
apiferais still in bloom or to the airport for those magnificent hybrids.

This is the tenth anniversary both of the Society and the field trip and members are
encouraged to bring friends and potential new members.

Please check our websitetip://www.irishorchidsociety.oigfor updates and fur-

ther information.
ULLI PEILER
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MAJOR NEW SURVEY TO MAP | RELANDG6 S MAMMALS

The National Biodiversity Data Centre launched a new Atlas of Irish Mammals sur-
vey which aims to map the distribution of all mammals found in Ireland and its terri-
torial waters between now and 2015. For the first time ever, Irish Whale and Dolphin
Group, Bat Conservation Ireland, Irish Wildlife Federation, Biology.ie and some of

Il relandds | eading mammal scientists ha\
ing the distribution of all 64 species of mammals that are known to occur in the Irish
territory. This includes 27 species of land mammal, 10 bat species, 3 marine mam-
mals and probably 24 cetacean (whales and dolphins). The National Biodiversity
Data Centre is coordinating this network and providing an online portal and mapping
system where this information is collated and presented in up to date distribution
maps. Also shown is the distribution of over 45,000 mammal sightings made prior to
2010.

6This is an exciting initiative as it |
ganisations so that their knowledge can be pooled to gain a full understanding of the
distribution of all mammal s in I rel and:d
tional Bi odiversity Data Centre. 60Al t h

species, and there are excellent schemes for collecting data on the bats and cetacean,
information on other species, such as the Irish stoat and hedgehog is lacking. This
initiative should fill]l the remaining gz

Members of the public are invited to submit online any sighting of mammals so that
they can contribute to building up a comprehensive picture of where mammal spe-
cies occur in Ireland. The survey will run until the end of 2015, by which time a
comprehensive picture of the distributi

Access the website http://mammals.biodiversityireland.ie/
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22 Irish Pollinator Initiative

NATIONAL BIODIVERSIT Y DATA CENTRE LAUNCHES AN
IRISH POLLINATOR INI' TIATIVE

Pollination services provided by insect
and are vital for the production of more than thgearters of world crops. Bees are

the most important pollinator of crops and native plant species in Ireland, and ac-
cording to a recent study by the Department of the Environment, are worth an esti-
mated U85 million per annum to the | ri:¢

People are often surprised to learn that in addition to the honeybee, Ireland also has
20 species of bumblebee and 80 species of solitary bees, all of whom contribute to
maintaining an effective Irish pollination service.

Unfortunately more than half of I rel anc
substantial declines in their numbers since 1980, and one third are now threatened

with extinction. fiHabit at |l oss and t he
crisis in |Irish beesodo said Dr DPna Fitzh

Pollinator Initiative is about pooling our expertise to tackle this problem and come
up with positive actionso she added.

The Irish Pollinator Initiative website provides a centralised information source on
the importance of pollination, and on the ecology, distribution, and conservation of

Il rel andds key pollinators. fiThere is nc
tion lies in simply providing them with adequate habitat and forage sources within
the I andscapeo said Dr DPna FitzPatrick.
have an active pollination ecology research group that can supply scientific infor-
mation to help support effective polic)

Whether it is making our farms, parks, or gardens more pollinator friendly, or by
getting involved in citizen science initiatives like the Bumblebee Monitoring Scheme
there are steps we can all take to protect this valuable economic resource, and charis-
matic component of our wildlife into the future.

Visit the Irish Pollinator Initiative website at:
http://pollinators.biodiversityireland.ie
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Stopping By Woods 23

STOPPING BY WOODS: A Guide to the Forests of Irelandy Donal Magner
(Large Format Paperback: 25 Euro; Hardback 35 Euro )

Stopping by Woodsis a fascinating guide to 340 forests and woodlands open to the
public throughout Ireland. Donal Magner writes with a rare insight about forests he
has worked in and visited over the years as a forester and journalist. The book is the
first of its kind ever produced in Ireland and Europe, it is packed with information
not only about forests and tree species, but their associated flora and fauna, history
and heritage.

The book features all the forests featured in the State's open forest policy now en-
shrined by Coillte, the Forest Service Northern Ireland and the National Parks and
Wildlife Service. In his sixyear journey the author has explored all our native and
naturalised woodlands, and the State forests established since the beginning of the
last centuryStopping by Woodsis a celebration and record of this remarkable civic
amenity.

A quiet revolution is taking place in Irish forestry. Forest cover has doubled to 10
per cent of the land mass within two generations, benefiting both woodland owners
and the forest industry. Forests, however, are valued not only for their economic
benefits, but for their enhancement of landscape, ecology, heritage and the soul.

His epic journey in discovering and writing about these forest and woodlands has
been nothing short of heroic. This book will provide readers including students, spe-
cialist groups, historians and the general public with a deep understanding of Irish
forests and their heritage. It is a book for our times, for people who care about our
tree culture and about sustainable development.

The State open forest policy, now enshrined by Coillte, the Forest Service Northern
Ireland and the National Parks and Wildlife Service is a generous invitation to all our
citizens. A small but increasing number of forests are now man-
aged by local authorities, private growers and agencies ded STOPPING
to woodland conservation. hy WOODS

While the Forest Service in the Republic is no longer directl
volved in forest establishment, it plays a significant role in s
ing the forests of the future, through its support for afforesta
restoration of native woodlands and other schemes.

Thanks to those who helped create a woodland culture in Ire
forestry is no longer the land use of last resort but a vibrant,
wealth-creating rural resource, which the public are invited to share and enjoy.
530 pages, nearly 1,000 photographs.
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RECENTLY IN FLOWER IN THE NATIONAL BOTANIC GARDENS, GLASNEVIN

Brassavola nodosa

A native of Central America, this orchid is grown in a warm/intermediate house here
in Glasnevin. It is fed regularly during the growing season with seaweed extract and
hangs from a piece of cork back high up in the house.

It is easy to grow and flowers regularly every year. This year it produced three flower
spikes with 12 flowers on each spike. It can produce up to five flowers on a short
flower spike. The flowers are whigreenish in colour

This species is smaller than others in this genus. It has inconspicuous pseudobulbs
bearing thick leaves which grow to a maximum of about 15cm; chubbier, shorter
leaves are produced if the plant is kept drier. The leaves arecBeniar in cross
section. This orchid should be kept drier during the winter months and responds well
to a distinctive dry period for several weeks.

MARIE HOURIGAN
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