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Editorial Comment

At the time of writing this editorial, | realize that this is my 4th edition
of Pollinia and | hope that you are all happy with the direction the publica-
tion is evolving towards. Much more use of colour has been utilized in the
recent editions which leads to a more interesting and | hope, inspiring
publication. | am still very disappointed in the amount of articles been
submitted for Pollinia as yet again the majority of the edition is made of
contributions from the same few people.

This edition we return to the series of articles on favourite Orchid
genera following on from the articles on Odontoglossum and Masdevallia.
This time | look at another cool growing genera, Restrepia. | also begin a
new series of articles on the famous old Orchid Books of yesteryear. |
begin with a |l ook at James Batemapos
mal ad. Another article seeks your] he
look at two Laelia species that everyone should grow.

If you have any comments / suggestions to help the society please
inform any member of the committee. Sean Phelan (SP)

IOSMembership Details

Annual Subscriptions Cheques or PO made payable to the
(renewable June of each year) Irish Orchid Society.
Adult Single 20.00 Euro Applications, and other society commufpi-

g Family 30.00 Euro cations, should be made to the Secretary of
c

OAP/Student* 10.00 Euro thelrish Orchid Society:
(*Confirmation of student status required)Mary Bradshaw
(Secretary)
Subscriptions for those joining at the Or- Irish Orchid Society
chid Fayre 2005 are renewable June 200@/o National Botanical Gardens
(subscription taken as if joined in June) Glasnevin, Dublin 9.

L

Editorial Information

Please send any comments or contributions to the Editorial Staff.

The Editorial Staff reserve the right to edit and/or amend articles submitted to the Newslette}|. The
views or comments published within this Newsletter are not necessarily views shared or coijjdoned
by either the Editorial Staff or tHesh Orchid Society© 2007.

Contributions of articles, pictures or comments should be sent to: seanmgp@eircom.net or fy post
to : Sean Phelan, 92 Clonminch Wood, Tullamore, Co Offaly.
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Cover Pictures
FRONT COVER: Restrepia
br ac hy gheshort column foot
Re s t r.é&qundand/enezuela,
Peru, Ecuador, Bolivia and Columbia
in wet montane forests at altitudes of
1200 to 3200 meters making it a cool
growing orchid. Flower size is approx
6cm and usually flowers for me in the
winter to early spring. SP

BACK COVER: Stanhopea
tigrina. Pl at e Orchidacea
of Mexico and GJ(
James Bateman. In one of the
largest orchid books ever
produced, Bateman succeeding in
fuelling the orchid mania of the
mid 180006s with
publication with stunning artistic
representations of his plants.

OUT FOR THE SUMMER?

Many growers will put their
orchids outside for the summer
providing they are in the shade and
not subject to direct sun or drying
winds, they will respond to this
treatment. The bright light and
plentiful fresh air supply will
rejuvenate your orchids and help
them grow faster and better then
they might indoors during hot and
stuffy days.

Orchids suitable for this
outdoor holiday include all the
Cymbidiums, Odontoglossums,
most Oncidiums, some
Paphiopedilums as well as the
Masdevallias and other
Pleurothallids. Remember to
position them as they would like to
be in nature, shade loving plants in
the shade and position light loving
ones somewhere with a bit more
light either in the morning or the
evening but never in full sunlight
when it is at its peak.

~ An ideal spot can be under a

Yee in the ardepn, hanging from the
AptarfcHBS $h@y Qill r&cdive
maximum airflow and plenty of
shade. A word of warning here is to
water them more often than you
would have indoors and spray
regulagy tokeeryug humidityt. A
the end of summer always check
for pests before returning the plants
indoors.
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Favourite Orchids (Part 3)
Restrepia species
Introduction

A member of Pleurothallidinae group of
Orchids, Restrepia was first described by
Humbolt, Bonpland, & Kunth in 1815. This genus of small
epiphytic or rarely lithophytic orchids is named in honour of Snr.
José E. Restrepo, who first investigated the Natural History of
the Andes in Colombia. There are approximately 50 known
species within the genus, and possibly as many variants, as yet
unrecognised. Distribution ranges from Southern Mexico to
Peru, where they can be found in the cool moist forests of the
high Andes mountain range. They thrive in the cool
temperatures and high humidity associated with this region.
historically, they never were as popular as the cattleyas or the
odontoglossums due to their small flower size, but they are
favoured by the species collector or the orchid grower attracted
to the 'miniatures’.

s ) Fig 1: Distribution of the
=3 | Genus Restrepia in North
Sl O X Western South America.
T L3 [, Vougturie . .
R W-; The species are predomi-
Sl ' "R‘?‘f.‘f" nately found amongst
?’ ///f /’ montane or cloud forest
’i}r’#, high in the Andes and
2l thus are ©6cool
¢ il orchids although they
]

can be quite adaptable
=) to higher temperatures
";"x\\ providing humidity is kept

\ \%& high.
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Classification and Description

Restrepiads are part of the ;¢
Pleurothallidinae. This subtribe includes other well known orchids as
Masdevallia, Lepanthes, Pleurothallis amongst others. The plants
have short stems or ramicauls, and tend to have one suberect or
erect leaf that bears one to several, terminal, single flowered
inflorescence that can bloom over and over for years. The lateral
sepals are connate, forming a boat-shaped synsepal in most
species, the dorsal sepal and the petals are completely free from
one another and are thicker at the apex. The petals are transparent
and have 3 visible veins, a ribbed lip with denticulate margins, has a
pair of thread-like appendages basally and is attached to the foot of
an incurved column which broadens apically and carries 4 pollinia.
This description should be read whilst referring to the photos in this
article and there unique flower structure will be readily apparent.

Potting Mix

These plants can be grown in a number of different media. The

I mportant thing to note is that
no pseudobulbs and thus should not be allowed to remain dry at the
roots for any length of time. | prefer to use fine grade pine bark
mixed with a little chopped sphagnum moss. For containers | use
clay pots as these ensure that the mix does not stay wet for too
long. Some Restrepia growers use a mix of bark and perlite or just
straight sphagnum moss. Avoid using too big a pot as these plants
bloom with more vigour when pot bound.

Fertilizer

| use half the recommended strength and apply weekly when plants
are in growth. For my pl aiewrl
week with pure rainwater flushed through the pot before fertilizing.
This prevents mineral salt build up in the medium which can cause
root tip burn and cause the leaves to blacken. Apply just enough

e, ————————————————
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water only in winter to prevent dehydration as the plants are in a
semi rest state due to reduced temperatures and reduced light.

Shade

My plants have about 60% shade during late Spring and through
to early Autumn and then 20% shading, for the winter period. If
the new growths have a slight purple tinge then they are
receiving all the light they can handle. The recommended light
levels for most species is from 2000 to 3000 foot candles.

Water

Heavy watering is required when in active growth and rising
temperature during late spring and through the summer. Use
only collected rainwater to minimise root exposure to dissolved
salts. Drainage must be excellent to allow the medium to dry a
little between waterings. As stated in my previous articles, | only
use pure rainwater collected in an 1100 litre plastic tank
connected to the gutters of my greenhouse. My greenhouse is
10ft by 16ft and thanks to the Irish weather my tank usually has
between 800 and 1000 litres in it at all times.

Humidity

As many Restrepiads originate
they require high humidity (min 75%). | use a hydrofogger unit to
maintain 80% humidity in the greenhouse. If you do not have
such an item, misting the plants in the morning and standing
plants on a tray of pebbles with water helps to keep humidity
high. Remember the pot does not sit in water, but on a rack over
this tray.

Continued on Page 8







Temperature

Restrepiads can handle the te
down to 8 to 10°C in winter, for a short period) provided there is
no water on their leaves and the medium is quite dry. Upper
temperatures are more critica
will not tolerate temperatures over 25°C for prolonged periods.
During summer heat waves, increase humidity and increase
airflow to minimise stress on the plants. A daily misting will also
be beneficial to them.

Air Movement

Restrepiads | i ke all orchids
and the flowers should be in constant movement. | run two fans
in my greenhouse all year round. One unit blows air up one side
of the greenhouse over one stage and the other blows air back
down the other side. This arrangement ensures that a circular
motion of air movement is maintained. The fans are only 15watts
each and thus do not cost much more than a light bulb to run.

Pest and Diseases

Restrepiabs are pretty pest f
like |1 do (everyday). Snails and slugs should be crushed on sight!
Always maintain a clean growing space be it a windowsill or
greenhouse. Old pots that are reused are always washed in a
bleach solution before reuse. Potting media that is constantly wet
is an inviting area for fungal/bacterial growth.

Propagation

Whenever | groom or repot the plants which is every spring,
| remove the old or blemished leaves for propagation. Many
Restrepiads produce kei kis wh
mother plant. This phenomena can also be seen amongst some

Continued on Page 10
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members of Dendrobium genus. These keikis can be removed
and potted or mounted on their own once they have 2/3 leaves.

For leaf cuttings, | select mature, previously bloomed leaves
which have not produced keikis. | cut the ramicaul at the base to
remove it from the mother plant, then cut it again at an angle (I
don't know if this helps it absorb water, but it does make it
sharper) leaving about 1" (2-3 cm) of ramicaul below the leaf. |
loosely pack some moistened sphagnum moss into an unglazed
clay pot, and then poke the leaf cuttings down in to the point
where the leaf base is at or just below the surface of the moss.

You can put several leaves from the same mother plant in one
pot, but leave enough room for the new plants to emerge from the
inflorescence at the base of each leaf. | put the pots with the leaf
cuttings in among the mature plants, with intermediate to cool
temperatures, moderate shade, and watering every few days. Not
every leaf produces a plant, but many do. Once the keikis have a
few leaves, | take them out of the community pot and pot them
individually, usually removing and discarding the old leaf. They
reach blooming size a year or two after sprouting. This method
wor ks with al most all Restrepi

If you would like me to propagate a species for your collection,
please contact me and choose from the following list of species
currently suitable for propagation. Please allow a year for a
successful new plant to be established. Please also note that my
greenhouse is almost full to the brim so all requests for
propagation will be dealt with on a first come first serve basis.

Restrepia Species List Available for Propagation.

brachypus condorense contorta
cuprea dansbergi elegans
falkenbergii iris mendozae
purpurea flosolata hemsleyana
pelix

|
|
\
|

roy




raulnbues eidansay

Sl eidansay

Page 11




Survey of the spurs of European butterfly-orchids:
(please help)

—

Richard Bateman and Roy Sexton

Background

HOS members who regularly attend meetings or read the
Journal will likely be aware that we have been pursuing research
on the two British species of Platanthera using detailed
morphometric measurements. One of us has studied both P.
chlorantha and P. bifolia in southern England, supported by DNA-
based data (Bateman 2005; Bateman et al. in prep.), while the
other has studied P. chlorantha morphologically in southern
Scotland (Sexton & McQueen 2005).

Although we have measured a wide range of characters (42
in the English study), perhaps the most interesting are those
describing the size of the spur. Along with the distance separating
the adhesive discs at the base of the pollinia, the dimensions of the
spur are considered to be critical in determining the identity of the
pollinators. Specifically, the
spur in order to access the nectar held in the lower quarter to one
third of its length (e.g. Nilsson 1983). It therefore seems reasonable
to suspect that spur length plays a key role in maintaining the
evolutionary gap that is universally assumed to separate the two
European species of Platanthera, P. chlorantha (Greater Butterfly-
orchid) and the relatively small-flowered, narrow-columned P.
bifolia (Lesser Butterfly-orchid) (Figure 1).

Many of our results to date fulfilled our expectations. The
distribution of spur lengths in each measured population duly
formed a conventional bell-shaped curve. Also, when the various
study populations in southern England were combined, the two
species showed very little overlap in spur length. And as expected,
spurs of P. chlorantha were typically considerably longer than
those of P. bifolia (averaging 34 mm vs 19 mm).

|

moao



Fig. 1 Comparison of the columns of  Platanthera chlorantha (left) and P. bifolia

(right). From V.S. Summerhayes (1951),

Wild orchids of Britain
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However, we also encountered some surprises. Data from
Scotland (very limited in the case of P. bifolia) suggest that P.
bifolia retains its English dimensions there, whereas spurs of P.
chlorantha are significantly shorter (typically 27 mm: Sexton &
McQueen 2005). It is even more startling to compare spurs of
English populations of Platanthera with those in Sweden (Nilsson
1983), where the two species exchange typical spur lengths
(Bateman 2005; Bateman et al. in prep.); spurs of P. chlorantha
are actually shorter than those of P. bifolia (average lengths 25
mm vs 40 mm).

The impression gained from these observations is that both
of these species show small-scale local adaptation and also
larger scale regional adaptation to pollinators. If so, this would
make them an unusually good model system for studying planti
pollinator co-evolution. We are seeking your assistance to help
test these scientific hypotheses.

The new survey

It is only possible to compare local with regional variation in
traits such as spur length by sampling populations at many
different geographical localities. This goal can be accomplished
by few researchers over many years or many researchers over
few years. We would greatly appreciate your help in taking the
second, and so speedier, approach.

The main advantage of spur
project is that it is relatively easy to measure consistently; far
easier, for example, than spur width, as both the cross-sectional
shape and flattened width of the spur vary considerably along its
length (Bateman et al. in prep.). The ideal tool for measuring
these spurs is a 15 cm steel ruler, as the finely divided millimetric
scale runs to the very end of the rule. This end of the ruler can
then be pressed against the backs of the lateral sepals (red
arrow in Figure 2), and the length of the spur thereby readily
measured from this point to the apex of the spur (yellow arrow in




Figure 2). The spur is generally more-or-less straight and paral-
lel to the ovary, though in a few cases it needs to be gently
straightened prior to measurement. By this method, the spur
measurements can be obtained non-destructively; the chosen

no conservation implications. (In the absence of a steel ruler, it
would also be possible to adapt a plastic ruler, by carefully trun-
cating the end adjacent to the beginning of the ruled margin.)
An ideal sample from each population would be measurements
(each to the nearest 0.5 mm) of single flowers from at least 20
inflorescences per population.

It is important that, for each inflorescence, the flower is
fully open and it is chosen from the middle of the inflorescence,
as for almost all orchid species the flowers decrease considera-
bly in size from the base to the apex of the inflorescence
(Bateman & Rudall 2006). Records from mixed populations of
P. chlorantha and P. bifolia would be especially welcome, as
such populations are uncommon. However, when tackling such
a mixed population, it would be important to use additional char-
acters, notably the orientation of the pollinia (parallel in P. bifo-
lia, strongly convergent in P. chlorantha: Figure 1), to confirm
the identity of each plant measured.

Even in such unusually problematic populations, it should
require no more than 107 15 minutes to take the 20 spur meas-
urements needed. If just 10% of HOS members measured (a)
their local butterfly-orchid population in the UK and (b) one
population on their next suitably timed European trip, our data-
base would treble in size during a single field season!

In addition to the set(s) of spur length measurements, we would
appreciate information on the date of measurement and the lo-
cation, habitat and sizes of the population(s) studied.

fl ower remains firmly attache
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Please send any results by mail or e-mail (MS Word or Excel at-
tachments welcome) to Richard Bateman, Jodrell Laboratory,
Royal Botanic Gardens Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 3DS
(r.bateman@kew.org). Respondents will be acknowledged in any
resulting populations i and the results will of course be summa-
rized with alacrity in JHOS!
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We thank HOS members who have already contributed in vari-
ous ways to our Platanthera studies, and lan Denholm for con-
tributing the first data-sets to the present butterfly-orchid survey
(from Keltneyburn and Boat of Garten, in the Scottish High-
lands).
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Two Laeliabds for everyone.\

I couldnodot write a feature
orchid divas without co-starring the other. | refer to Laelia
gouldiana and Laelia anceps, which produce some of the most
gracefully flamboyant flowers of all the orchid species but which
are remarkably robust and undemanding to grow and | speak
from almost twenty years experience of cultivating them. They
are marvellous beginnerdos pl a

Both are chiefly epiphytes, endemic to the mountainous
forests of Hidalgo, Mexico and so are adapted to the wide diurnal
temperature changes occurring there. Unlike most of Cattleya
alliance, they are cool growing with Laelia anceps being the
hardier, reputedly surviving temperatures close to freezing,
although | dondét recommend yo
Both these orchids are somewhat similar in appearance, so
much so, that until recently it was believed that Laelia gouldiana
was a natural hybrid between L. anceps and another Laelia
species, L. autumnalis that grows in the same region. To
cultivate successfully in the Irish climate, they need only a cold
greenhouse or even just a bright warm position outside during
the summer with a sunny windowsill indoors from early autumn
providing a minimum night temperature of about 10° C through
the winter.

| grow these fine plants in pots (although they can be
mounted on bark) and | use a typical Cattleya growing mix
consisting of coarse-grade bark, perlite and a little horticultural
charcoal. | replace the mix each spring, as the plant roots detest
decaying bark. New growth commences from June to late July
during which time the plants should receive heavy watering but
as with most orchids, a secret of success is to ensure that the
compost has almost dried out before the next watering. | feed
with one-quarter strength high nitrogen fertiliser on about every
third watering. Over watering or excessive feeding will cause the

|
|
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cause the roots to rot, manifesting in brown leaf tips. During
growth, the plants must also have plenty of indirect sunshine
being careful to avoid leaf scorch during mid-summer.

The emerging leaves of L. gouldiana are lanceolate and bifolate
whereas those of L. anceps are normally broader and unifolate.
L. anceps is more vigorous and is considerably larger growing
than L. gouldiana. The flower spikes of both species emerge in
early autumn from the top of the newly developing pseudobulbs
and will continue to elongate through out the autumn, sometimes
extending to an amazing 1 metre!. Watering should continue until
the new pseudobulbs have fully swollen, which is usually by
November and from then watering should be stopped until late
February.

The numerous flower buds form at the apex of the flower
spike and each blossom is about 8 cm in diameter. L. gouldiana
begins flowering from mid-December to late January whereas L.
anceps starts from February to April. Flowers of both species
remain open for about four weeks and on warm days they exude
a fragrance redolent of honey. The flowers of L. gouldiana are
rose-magenta with an intense violet-magenta labellum. When
viewed against a background of snow outside amidst the winter
darkness, they appear almost fluorescent. | warn you this sight is
spellbinding and may drive you to writing poetry!. Even the
nor mally emot i onal Hingorchie specieg i n
encycl opaedi a, describes its

The flowers of L. anceps are usually pastel lavender with a
deep purple lip. There is considerable natural variation in the
flower colour of L. anceps, which has made it a particular
favourite for hybridisation, resulting in many cultivars with flower
colours ranging from white to pink and deepening to gorgeous
dark lavenders similar to that of L. gouldiana. The Santa Barbara
Orchid Estate nursery in California has produced some of the
most outstanding examples of these.

f
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Surprisingly, the darker L. anceps forms have not become
readily obtainable in Europe although the standard type is. L.
gouldiana is not easy to acquire and when available it is rather
expensive, however it is worth hunting down with the
determination of a Victorian explorer, albeit using your computer
mouse while sitting in an armchair.

Shane Kerr
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Little Brook Farm, Stryt Isa,

Pen-y-ffordd, Chester, CH4 0JY

Phone/Fax: +44 (0)1978 762454 E\ /,

E-mail: info@devaorchids.co.uk D A ORCH|DS
Web: http://www.devaorchids.com

Chri sds Mobi-l0844-RrasmaDeos

NURSERY LOCATED 75 MINS FROM HOLYHEAD PORT along the North Wales Expréssway, the
A55 and 8 miles west of Chester and 2 miles south of the A55. Why not pay us a visit
when you next ferry to the UK. We are your NEAREST orchid nursery!

WIDE RANGE OF SPECIES & HYBRIDS, YOUNG PLANTS TO MATURE SPECIMENS. SPECIAL-
IST Orchid Pots, Composts and Sundries.

STOCK LISTS available September to April. Mail order service to Ireland at cost. Current list
(July 2006) is available. Drop a line, email or fax, and we will post one off.

SHOWS. We attend the Irish Garden Heaven Show in June and the Glasnevin Orchid Fair. We
are always willing to bring ordered plants to either of these events.

EASY PAYMENTS by Credit/Debit Card, Sterling or Euro cheque, Sterling or Euro cash.

YOUNG PLANT SPECIES. (see our July listing for varieties) Potted in 9cm pots and priced £6
each or 5 for £25. some are flowering sized whilst some may be 3 or 4 years to flower.

Proprietors: A.E. Channon BSc C.D. Channon I.LEng. M.I.Plant E. MBES

roots to rot, manifesting in brown leaf tips. During growth, the plants
must also have plenty of indirect sunshine being

- 3 B . careful to
e ) T\l o=

during
mid  Are pleased to be regular / -summer.

visitors to the
Dublin Orchid Fayre!

For a wide range of unusual species and
popular hybrids please ask for@lour brochure
For an even wider and more up to date list of plants, books, sundries, gifts etc visit
our web site www.orchids.uk.com
We will be pleased to ship to Ireland, contact us for a quote or get together with
your orchid friends to share the cost of delivery.

Forches Cross, Newton Abbot, Devon, England, TQ12
Tel: +44 1626 352233 mail@orchids.uk.com
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Great Orchid Books of the Past (Part 1) \

The Orchidaceae of Mexico and Guatemala
by James Bateman

James Bateman was born on the 18th July, 1811into a
wealthy family on the Knypersley estate, Staffordshire at a time
when the nobility of the day had the means to build up
horticultural collections and finance worldwide explorations for
novel plants. With funding available, there were individuals willing
to go into the unexplored areas of the world and risk life and limb
to collect and ship plants. In 1834, James received his B.A. at
Oxford at 23 years of age, and his M.A. a year later. His interest
in horticulture was encouraged by his father, and while still
working on his bachelor's degree, he was sufficiently funded to
hire a botanical collector to go to Guyana (the northern coast of
South America) to search for orchids. This off-campus venture
resulted in about sixty species of orchids being sent back to
England, a third of them new to cultivation! John Lindley named
one of them Batemannia colleyi, commemorating both Bateman
the employer and Reg Colley the collector, was a rather good
start for a novice orchid fancier!

Bateman became a lifelong orchid hobbyist and something
of a serious botanist with not only the time and facilities with
which to communicate with botanical personalities of the day, but
the money to hire explorers, to go to Mexico and New Granada
(the area of Colombia and elsewhere in northern South America).
In addition, he had sufficient funds to establish facilities to culture
the plants collected. Learning about shipments of orchids
received by the Natural History Museum at Manchester from a
Mr. George Ure Skinner, Bateman wrote to Skinner. The result
was productive for both the on-site collector and the avid
hobbyist. As plants were received, Bateman cultured and

|
|
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flowered them, and had
them identified by London =
contemporaries, particularly ’
John Lindley. Bateman not
only grew orchids, he wrote
about them, and hired top
quality artistic talent to
execute the figures.

His Orchidaceae of
Mexico and Guatemala
(Fig. 2) was issued in parts
from 1837 to 1843 and was
one of the most elaborate
productions depicting exotic
flora. Only a hundred and

twenty-five copies were Fig. 1. James Bateman (1811 -1897)

printed. According to the art
critic Wilford Blunt, the book is "probably the finest and certainly
the largest botanical book ever produced with lithographic
plates." The illustrations were taken from watercolour paintings
done by Miss Drake and Mrs. Withers, the flower painter for
Queen Adelaide.

The publication consisted of forty huge folio plates
measuring twenty seven inches in height and fifteen inches in
width, and was accompanied by descriptions and cultural advice.
It was produced in elephant folio size and weighed 15 pounds.
The book was so | arge it was
ni ght mar eo!

170 years later to the present time, very few copies exist
and those that do command high prices. A copy of the original
1837 edition was sold at Sotheby's in 2003, selling for
US$105,000 plus their commission, with a copy at Christie's
selling in 2002 at US$170,000!. Both copies had some defects




as a copy in top condition will command even greater prices,
as evidenced some 10 years ago when an original folio of
Batemands Publication Was!!!solld

Bateman also writes about the
history of orchid collection and
cultivation to date and declares
t h at anius mimbilis of
|[Orchis-i mportat um
§This was becau
124 whole, not less, probably, than
: \ three hundred species were
#®ll seen in England for the first
time in this m
Fig 2: A famous cartoon by Collectors worldwide were
Cruikshank appears in the book sending back their discoveries
exaggerating its size (slightly!) to England in great quantltles

As well as the coloured plates there was a section i On
Cul ture of Tr ohjeredanks B&@entam listeda
his 6 rules of culture to be followed when growing tropical

|
l
1
J
|
orchids. l
|
1
|
i
1

1st AThe plants can scarcel
| i t t | éhegplantsoequirement for light to photosynthe5|ze
I's described in the foll owi
strengthens the fibre, and checks the disposition to throw up a
successions of weakly shoots
prevent injury from rays of the sun, shading, is of course,
necessaryo.
2nd. ATake car eAso fBattleenarno ctasy:
health of the roots everythl g
that the English winter i e
to grow to dry they shrlvel p
He draws attention to-Pohée¢e i mggqu
d

t
practice that ensured the orchid sat above the rim of the pot.
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Fig 3. Plate 33, Barkeria spectabilis ||
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3rd . AfnBewar e of n o Ratemandistsithe pests
that were troublesome to the great orchid collections of the day
and these included, Awoodl i c
a minute wooly white insecto
guess not much has changed in 170 years! It do find it odd
t hough that slugs donot seem
do in my greenhouse! Menti on
and the brown

=

4t h. nGive t
season ofi W & it
season of rest, most plants will
not flower at all, and other do
so very imperf
draws attention of the reader
to ascertain the seasons of
drought and rains in the plants
native lands to determine how
long a season of rest should
be given to a particular orchid.

5t h. AAttend t
of t h e Ina this orule
Bateman states
60° to 65° is a wholesome
temperature for most of the
species; in summer it may rise
Fig 4. Title Page of James to70° or 75°. He adds
Bat e marhedOschidaceae [[Sshould always be soft, and
of Mexico and Guatemala nearly saturate

6t h. ADo notndokheswhher beginn
a grievous fault it i s O. Gr e
rai nwater and the fact t hat
should not be done indiscriminately, but according to the wants
of the plantso.
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Fig 5. Plate 9, Laelia autumnalis
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Other interesting sections from the introduction to the
work include the uses of orchids in their native lands. He says
that AWoaurli, the most dead
sap of Catasetums and that t
from the seeds of Grammatophyllum speciosum. Attention is
al so made of t hemamioavwd ntgh aitOrn
across much of the European |
in England, collectors are everyday entering the field. Russia,
Austria and even Tuscany are infected: and in Holland and
Belgium, Bulbs and Camellias seem likely to be neglected in
the growing rage for the new

It i s Batemanés enthusiasm
comes across in the text and this is no more evident than in the
fanciful closing lines on page 5 where he ponders on the
enchanting effect of the orcl

fi A'ID WONDERFUL IT IS TO SEE THESE ACHILDREN OF THE SUNO |,
THRUSTING THEIR LONG TORTUOUS ROOTS INTO THE
SURROUNDING ATMOSPHERE, AND MAINTAINING THE MOST
VIGOROUS HEALTH WITH NO OTHER SUPPORT THAN WHAT THAT
PURE ELEMENT AFFORDS THEM ;-THUS REVERSING AS IT WERE
THE SETTLED LAWS OF NATURE: FOR WHILE OTHER PLANTS ARE
COMPELLED TO SEEK THEIR COARSE SUBSISTENCE FROM THE
GROUND, OUR ORCHIDACEAE , LIKE UNEARTHLY BEINGS, ARE
ENABLED TO LIVE SOLELY ON THE AIRO .

| am fortunate to own a limited reprint copy from the
Johnson Reprint Publishing House. Although not of the same
huge dimensions as the original work the overall size is still
large and nothing has been lost of the stunning artwork from
the original copies. Even this reprint run was limited to 1000
copies and are hard to come by. | have seen a copy in recent
days on an online vintage bookseller for $1,500. It may seem a
lot of money but is definitely a treasure to keep for future
generations. SP
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Fig 6. Plate 35, Lycaste skinneri
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| Fig 7. Plate 17 Encyclia cordigera |
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