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Editorial Comment 
 

            I am pleased to have been  appointed as the new Editor of Pollinia.  

              My thanks to Sean Phelan for his exemplary and much appreciated work as  

Editor for past issues.  I hope he continues his articles on famous old orchid books. I will 

be relying on him for much assistance over the next months. 

             This is my first issue editing Pollinia (or anything else since college days) so 

please bear with me for the next few issues while I try to learn the intricacies of MS  

Publisher 2007. I have never before seen the program so there is a steep ‗learning curve.‖ 

I do not plan a complete and instant transformation of the Newsletter, but of 

course there will be changes in appearance and content as the publication evolves. 

 I hope I will receive articles and news from the Membership. I can easily fill the 

Newsletter with any number of pages of orchid trivia.  But what does the membership 

want?  The Newsletter is not done by me for me. It is the Newsletter of the Members. 

 As a small inducement, each month I will give a prize for the best contribution 

from a Member. Given the maxim ―sex sells,‖ the prize next issues will be a new book, 

―An Enthusiasm for Orchids: Sex and Deception in Plant Evolution,‖ by John Alcock, 

Oxford University Press.  

If you cannot directly contribute, please at a minimum send me your thoughts on 

what type of publication you would like. Please email me at: editor@pollinia.org  

 

                                                                                     Laurence T. May -- Sligo 

Editorial Information 
Please send any comments or contributions to the Editorial Staff. 

The Editorial Staff reserve the right to edit and/or amend articles submitted to the Newsletter. The 

views or comments published within this Newsletter are not necessarily views shared or condoned 

by either the Editorial Staff or the Irish Orchid Society. © 2007. 

Contributions of articles, pictures or comments should be sent by email to: editor@pollinia.org or 

by post to:  Laurence T. May, Bellarush, Castlebaldwin, Co. Sligo, Ireland. 

 

 

 

Annual Subscriptions  

(renewable June of each year) 

 

 Adult Single    20.00 Euro 

 Family   30.00 Euro 

 OAP/Student*  10.00 Euro 

(*Confirmation of student status required) 

 

Subscriptions for those joining at the Or-

chid Fayre 2006 are renewable June 2007 

(subscription taken as if joined in June) 

 
 

Cheques or PO made payable to the  
Irish Orchid Society.  
 

Applications, and other society communica-

tions, should be made to the Secretary of 

the Irish Orchid Society: 
 

Mary Bradshaw 

(Secretary) 

Irish Orchid Society 

c/o National Botanical Gardens 

Glasnevin, Dublin 9. 

IOS MEMBERSHIP DETAILS 

mailto:editor@pollinia.org


 
ANCIENT ORCHID DISCOVERY 

                 
A bee cloaked in orchid pollen and 
encased in fossilized tree sap has 
become Exhibit A in the case for an 
ancient lineage for the showy 
plants. 
                 
Orchids' evolutionary history has 
long been contentious. Scientists 
have argued for a relatively recent 
rise some 26 million years ago, 
based in large part on a dearth of 
fossil evidence.  
 
Others argue for an older, 112- 
-million year-old lineage based on 
orchids' enormous diversity and  
their apparent relationship to 
asparagus, an ancient line in itself. 
Enter the 15 million- to 20 million-
year-old amber specimen, which 
came from a private collector.  
 
Scientists from the US, the 
Netherlands, and the Dominican 
Republic analyzed the pollen 
specimens. Comparing the physical 
characteristics of the pollen with 
those of other ancient plants, the 
team estimates that orchids arose 
between 84 million and 76 million 
years ago. They began to thrive 
after the mass extinction that ended 
the reign of dinosaurs 65 
million years ago.  
 
The results appear in a recent issue 
of the journal Nature. 
 

COVER PICTURES 
 
 

FRONT COVER:  

Dracula. The genus Dracula consists 
of 118 species. The strange name 
Dracula, literally means "little 
dragon." referring to the strange 
aspect of the two long spurs of the 
sepals. 
 
 

BACK COVER:  
Schomburkia ‘Hurricane', which  
mysteriously appeared in a friend‟s 
garden in Miami, FL following 
Hurricane Wilma, last October. “It's a 
big plant, like a Dendrobium. The 
flowers are kind of delicate, though 
and can't take a rainstorm,” he wrote 
in an email. 
  

 
 
 
POLLINIA  (pol -LIN -ee-uh)  
 
The compact packets of pollen found in 

orchid flowers. 

 

Waxy pollen clumps or grains usually 

found in the anthers of most orchids; often 

yellow, distinct, and found under the  

pollen cap of the column.. 

 

Contains male reproductive cells.  

 

Latin pollin-, stem of pollen "fine flour, 

dust" 

 
 



 

SOME LIKE IT COOL - EASY ORCHIDS FOR 
BEGINNERS 

 

 
     Since the mid-eighties, when I began growing orchids, I have 

witnessed a revolution in the hobby. This has chiefly been brought 

about by the Internet together with tissue culture as a means of mass 

propagating almost every type of orchid. The Internet has allowed 

unprecedented connections between amateur and experienced 

professional growers and their nurseries and societies. 

 

Today we have an availability, access to knowledge and an 

affordability of plants that would have been unimaginable to the 

pioneers of orchidolgy. So there has never been a better time to take 

up this hobby! Many groups of orchids are undoubtedly difficult for 

the average person but there are so many that are easy houseplants and 

it is the very easiest I want to discuss here. 

 

So you are new to orchids? Intimidated by all those Latin names? 

Suffering the angst of spending money on some expensive beauties 

you‘ve seen but know little about? Or perhaps you have proudly 

grown a fine flowering specimen for a year or so, only to watch it 

inexplicably decline? Orchid growing can be the horticultural ―school 

of hard knocks‖ and that is why experience counts. 

 

The growing conditions that I have provided for my orchids have been 

basic right from the start. Simply a small, unheated greenhouse for the 

summer with indoor windowsills reserved for the winter months.  

 

For several years I did not even have a greenhouse and had to grow 

everything outdoors during the summer! Therefore a ―survival of the 

fittest‖ selection process has operated which has resulted in my 

collection of the most robust orchids. 

 

 

The purpose of this article is to share with you which are my star 

plants that should succeed for the beginner saving you money and 

heartache. 

 

Continued on Page 7 



LAELIA PURPURATA VAR. CARNEA  

PLEIONE  FORMOSANA óCLAIREô 



 
 

ZYGPETALUM ñLOUISENDORFò 

COELOGYNE CRISTATA  



 I have grown a diverse range of mostly cool growing species and hy-

brids. Cool growing is usually defined as those requiring a 

―minimum‖ night temperature of 100C. However I believe this would 

be better termed as the ―optimal‖ night temperature. Growing cool 

growing orchids at higher night temperatures especially in the winter 

may prevent flowering or more disastrously induce premature growth. 

So the orchids I revere are the proven survivors exhibiting the quali-

ties of vigorous growth, easy propagation, disease resistance and obvi-

ously reliability in flowering. Before I begin my whistle stop tour, it is 

a given that you have grasped the simple ground rules general to or-

chid cultivation. If you have not, then even the easiest plants are 

doomed. 

 

For instance, I recall at this year‘s Orchid Fair, one lady who was con-

cerned about the declining health of her Phalaenopsis that she had 

planted out in her garden! 

 

So briefly, the basics are free drainage; respect for the recommended 

minimum night temperatures; a daily rise in temperature of about 

100C in winter; low dose feeding; careful avoidance of leaf scorch by 

Spring sunshine and careful hygiene when re-potting. If you require 

clarification on these aspects of cultivation, the best place to discuss is 

at the Orchid Society monthly meeting.  

 

I have experience of about 60 species and at least 25 hybrids from the 

most popular genera including Coelogyne, Cattleya, Laelia, Masde-

vallia, Oncidium, Odontoglossum, Barkeria, Brassia, Encyclia, 

Epidendrum, Phaius, Dendrobium, Zygopetalum, Bletilla, Pleione, 

Dactylorhiza and inevitably Cymbidium. 

 
CATTLEYAS  

The large flowering cattleyas are understandably seductive to the new-

comer. Their spectacular flowers are without peer, even amongst or-

chids. However to produce strong growth and flowering they must 

have high humidity, ventilation, warmth and good light all year.  

 
 

Continued on Page  8 



 

 

The larger species are unforgiving and will not be cheated by cool grow-

ing conditions. However I have found that many of the smaller flowering 

cattleyas are adaptable to a cooler environment, some even growing satis-

factorily outdoors in warm summers. These include C. aurantiaca, C. 

skinneri and C. intermedia and the famous intergeneric hybrid Laeliocat-

tleya ―Chit Chat Tangerine‖ which is a smashingly tough plant. If you 

want to try the more flamboyant types, C. maxima and C. percivalliana 

have the reputation of being the hardiest. 
 
LAELIAS  

These are generally more temperature tolerant than cattelyas, You can be 

confident with the fabulous L. anceps, L. purpurata and L. gouldiana. 

These plants deserve a place of honour in every beginner‘s collection. 
 
DENDROBIUMS  

There are two classes, the cool and the warm growing. The cool growing 

types are straightforward to cultivate. D. kingianum, D. delicatum, D. no-

bile and D. thyrsiflorum are virtually indestructible. They even did well 

this summer and so are highly recommended. They enjoy warm, wet days 

and cool nights in summer, and then rested without watering in a cool 

bright position for the winter. They are vigorous and easy to propagate by 

removal of plantlets termed ―keikis‖ that form on the stems. However 

they are not really suitable for a warm apartment, where perhaps the 

warmer so called ―Phalaenopsis‖ types might do better. The warm grow-

ing dendrobiums are usually hybrids of the rather rudely named D. big-

gibum and are frequently for sale in supermarkets but note that these will 

deteriorate if grown cool.  

 
BRASSIAS AND ZYGOPET ALUMS  

The hybrids in particular, are vigorous easy plants but all are prone to fun-

gal spotting during the winter if the day temperatures drop too low. To 

minimise this, avoid spraying the leaves, otherwise you‘ll have plants that 

look like Dalmatian puppies! They are not good candidates for outdoor 

growing in summer unless it is warm.   

 

Continued on Page 9 



ONCIDIUMS  

The species such as O. flexuosum and O.leucochilium and the supermar-

ket hybrids are very durable, though they can develop leaf spotting. 

 
ODONTOGLOSSUMS  

These really do like cool, humid summer days at temperatures no higher 

than 250C. During the 1980‘s, gaudy Odontoglossum hybrids were very 

fashionable but my impression is that interest in these has wained. Any-

way, I prefer the species. O. grande (Rossioglossum grande) ―the clown 

orchid‖ is a smallish plant with superb large flowers. Again this is one 

for the beginner. If you are an aspiring connoisseur then you may con-

sider the enchanting O. crispum, which was highly valued in Victorian 

times but is difficult to obtain nowadays.  

 
COELOGYNES  

Like the dendrobiums they are classed into warm and cool growing 

types. The cool growing ones are very rewarding but they resent a warm 

summer greenhouse environment and are better kept outside in high 

summer. A bright but very cool position in the winter is required to initi-

ate flowering.  They do not like been re-potted, which can retard growth 

and they are prone to brown leaf tips caused by over or under watering. 

However given a little patience they are a must for the newcomer. My 

favourites are C. cristata and C. flaccida.. 

 

 

 

 

 

COELOGYNE FLACCIDA  



 

CYMBIDIUMS  

I could never sufficiently extol the virtues of this genus. It meets all 

my star criteria with bells on. It is remarkable that the thousands of 

hybrids that have been produced are derived from about only 6 

species. They are obtainable as miniatures, intermediates or as 

monstrous standards. If you dislike the imposing presence of the 

hybrids then try the species, which have a unique romantic charm. 

They do well outdoors in an average summer and need lots of watering 

and generous feeding. Cymbidiums, perhaps more than any orchid, are 

susceptible to red spider mite infestation when grown too dry. This 

problem is easily abated using a kitchen tissue cloth soaked in some 

diluted washing up liquid squeezed gently along the leaf. You‘ll then 

see a red residue on the cloth. This procedure should be repeated every 

week until the problem subsides. Cymbidiums will grow in peat-based 

compost containing silver sand and perlite or as readily in bark chips. 

They can take temperatures close to freezing in the winter if dry. Their 

only disadvantage is that they take up a lot of space. 
 
PLEIONES AND BLETILL AS 

Now we come to the easiest of all. Fail with these and you may take up 

growing fuchsias instead!  Pleione and Bletilla are undoubtedly the 

most trouble free of all the orchids I have grown. They possess 

pseudobulbs that lose their leaves in autumn and remain dormant 

during the winter, when the bulbs can be lifted and placed in a paper 

bag and stored in a cold but frost-free location until the spring. They 

can be grown outside in the summer in pots containing the same 

potting mix as described for Cymbidiums. There are many colourful 

species and hybrids to grow and they don‘t take up much space. My 

favourite is the widely available P. berapi ―Purple Sandpiper‖, which 

has blindingly intense purple flowers. 

  

Continued on page 11 
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Other cool growing stunners to consider include the succulent-like 

Epidendrum parkinsonianum and the ―Aspidistra-leafed‖ Phaius 

tankervilleae. The Phaius or ―Swamp Orchid‖ is a huge, attractive 

plant that grows easily when given the same conditions and growing 

mix as Cymbidiums. 

 

Finally, you should be aware that ―cool growing‖ does not always 

mean, ―easy growing‖ in the world of orchids. Examples of this are 

Disa and the splendidly bizarre Masdevallia. In my experience this 

later group is temperamental. They can thrive for months, flower well 

but if stressed they rapidly shed their leaves and perish. They can also 

develop fungal leaf blotching if they‘re unhappy. However, I‘m going 

to try them again spurred on by Sean Phelan‘s recent article (see last 

issue of Pollinia) which emphasised their needs for low to medium 

light with a cool humid environment. I think my overheated summer 

greenhouse was the wrong place for them. 

 

So those are my recommended 

plants and of course there must 

be many others that I have no 

experience of, perhaps you 

might know a few to mention 

in future editions of Pollinia.  

                                                                                                     

SHANE KERR 

 

 

Photos courtesy of MARIE 

HOURIGAN, orchid gardener 

in the Botanic Gardens,  

Member of the Irish Orchid 

Society Committee 

 

 

 

DACTYLORHIZA HYBRID  



 

19TH WORLD ORCHID CONFERENCE 
 

JANUARY 23 - 27, 2008   MIAMI, FLORIDA 
 

HTTP://WWW.19WOC.COM/HOME.HTM 
 
 

DACTYLORHIZA HYBRID  



 

 
ENCOUNTERS WITH ORCHIDS 

 

 

 

     We were both disappointed to have missed the Society‘s field trip to 

the Bull Island on June 12th, 2007. Aware of the many beauties we were 

missing (and the annual drenching, of course!) we took some time out 

from business to visit the Prague Botanical Gardens. It appears that 

these gardens have been short of money in recent years but we were very 

impressed by an enormous Cactus and Succulent Show being held in one 

of the greenhouses. Great plants, great trophies, hundreds of young 

plants for sale, it seemed that this show has been going on annually for 

85 years (1922-2007). What an impressive record! 

 

We wandered outdoors to the native beds and there we encountered 

Epipactis palustris. At first, I thought my eyes were deceiving me, but 

the label confirmed it. So, on returning to Ireland I pondered the links 

between the Bull Island and the Czech Republic, as outlined by this 

pretty little plant. My first research took me took me to ―A Field Guide 

to the Orchids of Britain and Europeò by Williams, Williams and 

Arlott where I found the following description: 

 
ñMarsh Helleborine. Epipactis palustris.  

15-50 cm. Leaves four to eight, oblong - lanceolate, upper leaves 

smaller; bracts the lower ones longer than the ovary, the upper shorter. 

Inflorescence lax, 7 -14 flowered; flowers open fully, perianth segments 

spreading; lip, hypochile slightly concave with erect triangular lobes on 

each side; epichile connected by narrow joint, margin undulate; no spur. 

Rostellum present. Flowers, sepals  greenish- grey outside, reddish 

inside; petals whitish with red-brown stripes; lip whitish with reddish 

veins.‖ 

 

 

 

 

Continued Page 15 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

This plant is found in ―most of Europe except the extreme north and parts of the 

Mediterranean region eastwards to northern Turkey, Russia, Crimea, Caucasus 

and Iran. In marshes,  sand-dune slacks and wet moorlands, generally in colo-

nies, from sea-level to 1600 metres. Flowers  June to August.‖ 

 

David Lang‘s ―Britainôs Orchids‖ in the WILD GUIDES series describes its 

height as up to 60cm, its number of flowers up to 20. It is categorised by him as 

uncommon and its flowering period given as early July to early September.  

 

Habitat – Calcareous fens, marshes, wet meadows and dune slacks. 

Prefers sites which are seasonally inundated by water.  

 

Pollination – Honeybees, a small black wasp, hoverflies, a cantharid beetle and 

ants are involved. Insect pollination is effective, but within a colony vegetative 

multiplication occurs by aerial shoots which develop on the extensive rhizomes.  

 

Distribution- Most populations occur in coastal areas of East Anglia, south and 

south-west England, Wales, Lancashire and across Ireland. The accompanying 

map shows a few sites on the east coast of Ireland, many in the midlands and 

quite a few sites in the west from Donegal to Limerick.  

 

Conservation- In most cases this is a decreasing species, especially in southern 

England where recent dry summers have led to further losses. Most sites were 

lost prior to 1930 following the drainage of wet areas. 

 

  

We returned to Bull Island on Saturday 21st of July and walked some distance on 

the dunes beyond the golf clubhouse and there they were, Epipactis palustris in 

their hundreds, gleaming after a short rain shower. A very fruitful encounter!  

  

                                                            MARY BRADSHAW  

 

 

 

 

WEBSITES:  PRAGUE BOTANICAL GARDEN  

www.botgarden.cz  

BRITAINôS ORCHID FIELD GUIDE 

www.britainsorchids.fieldguide.co.uk  



 

     PRAĢSKĆ BOTANICKĆ ZAHRADA 

SKLENÍK FATA MORGANA   



 
FAVOURITE ORCHIDS (PART 4)  
DRACULA SPECIES 
 
 
Introduction 
  
The genus of Dracula belongs to the sub tribe Pleurothallidinae of the Or-
chidaceae family. This genus is relatively new, only being created by Dr 
Carlyle Luer in 1978. This new genus removed certain species from the 
genus Masdevallia. Dracula‟s are quite similar to Masdevallias but differ 
from them in certain aspects of their leaf & flower structure. 
 
The name Dracula literally means “Little Dragon” and by insinuation, a vam-
pire. The naming may also have something to do also with their love of the 
shady & humid forests. Their colouring ranges from almost white through to 
near black, with a seemingly endless array of colours, shading & spotting in 
between. One can therefore glean that these flowers are not grown for 
there great beauty as in the Genus Cattleya, but rather as objects of odd, 
mystical, grotesque nature which hold the viewer spellbound by there 
strange shapes, hirsute (hairy) flower parts and strange lips that flutter un-
der the slightest breeze. Once you have seen a Dracula in full flower you 
will not mistake them for any other orchid flower ever again.  
 
History 
 
The first account of the genus Dracula was described by Reichenbach origi-
nal description of Masdevallia chimaera in the Gardeners Chronicle of the 
6

th
 April 1872. It wasn‟t until Luer‟s reclassification of the genus in 1978 that 

Dracula chimaera amongst others came into being. M. vespertilio and M. 
nycterina were described the following year. Four more species in 1874. In 
total 18 species were described by Reichenbach. Rolfe, Kranzlin and 
Schlechter described some more species up to 1921.  
 
For the following 55 years not one new Dracula was discovered and per-
haps it was thought all species had been described. However From 1976 to 
1982 more than 58 new species were described as new roads opened up 
previous inaccessible areas of their habitat. There are today over 100 docu-
mented species with new discoveries still being made even today in the 
cloud forests of Colombia, Ecuador and Peru.  
 
Continued on Page 20 



 

DRACULA POLYPHEMOUS  

DRACULA  IN BASKET        DRACULA CHIMEARA  



   

DRACULA  CHESTERTONI I .  LIP DETAIL 

DRACULA AMALIAE  



 
 
Distribution 

 
The genus Dracula is found from Guatemala, which is home to one species, 
Dracula pusilla (first flowered in Glasnevin in 1893 and described from that 
plant) down through the Andes to Peru where D. janetiae is found. No spe-
cies have been discovered in Bolivia, Brazil or Venezuela. The greatest cen-
tre of diversity of the genus is in the NW Ecuador (30species) and the west-
ern and central cordilleras of Columbia (60 species). A further 8 species are 
known from the eastern cordillera in Columbia. There are usually found be-
tween 1500 and 2500 meters in altitude and most species are much local-
ized in distribution, some only to be found in a single valley. The plants are 
found growing epiphytically in mossy growth on branches that are shaded 
and moist year round. At the altitudes humidity is high and nights can be 
quite chilly. The inflorescences of most species are pendulous and are seen 
in there habitat to swing from the plant. 

 
 
Light 
 
As the Dracula suggests these plants like to be quite heavily shaded, par-
ticularly during the hottest part of the year. If they are exposed to bright sun 
light the leave will burn easily & flowers will wilt with in a very short period of 
time. A suggested range of light intensity has been proposed at between 
400 and 650 lux. However, some growers have tried increasing the light 
given to their plants and have found that flowering can be increased in regu-
larity. My plants are usually exposed to a max of 1000 lux in the summer. 
The recent poor summer we had was very much to the plants liking! 
 
 
 
Temperature 
 
Temperatures that range from about 10

o
C minimum to a maximum of 

around 25
o
C seem to work best for good growth & flowering, although a 

higher minimum will certainly benefit the plant all round. In my greenhouse 
heaters are set to turn on at 10

o
c and roof vents begin to open at 20

o
c  

 

Continued on Page 22 



 

 

 

Little Brook Farm,  Stryt Isa,  
Pen-y-ffordd,  Chester,  CH4 0JY 
Phone/Fax: +44 (0)1978 762454        
E-mail: info@devaorchids.co.uk 
Web: http://www.devaorchids.com 
Chrisôs Mobile Number :-  0044-7725760993 

NURSERY LOCATED 75 MINS FROM HOLYHEAD PORT along the North Wales Expressway, the 
A55 and 8 miles west of Chester and 2 miles south of the A55. Why not pay us a visit 

when you next ferry to the UK. We are your NEAREST orchid nursery! 
 

WIDE RANGE OF SPECIES & HYBRIDS, YOUNG PLANTS TO MATURE SPECIMENS. SPECIAL-
IST Orchid Pots, Composts and Sundries. 

 
STOCK LISTS available September to April.  Mail order service to Ireland at cost. Current list 

(July 2006) is available. Drop a line, email or fax, and we will post one off. 
 

SHOWS. We attend the Irish Garden Heaven Show in June and the Glasnevin Orchid Fair.  We 
are always willing to bring ordered plants to either of these events. 

 
EASY PAYMENTS by Credit/Debit Card, Sterling or Euro cheque, Sterling or Euro cash. 

 
YOUNG PLANT SPECIES. (see our July listing for varieties) Potted in 9cm pots and priced £6 

each or 5 for £25. some are flowering sized whilst some may be 3 or 4 years to flower.  
 

Proprietors: A.E. Channon BSc   C.D. Channon I.Eng. M.I.Plant E. MBES 

For a wide range of unusual species and 
popular hybrids please ask for our colour brochure. 

For an even wider and more up to date list of plants, books, sundries, gifts etc visit 
our web site www.orchids.uk.com 

We will be pleased to ship to Ireland, contact us for a quote or get together with 
your orchid friends to share the cost of delivery. 

 

Forches Cross, Newton Abbot, Devon, England, TQ12 6PZ. 
Tel: +44 1626 352233   mail@orchids.uk.com 

Are pleased to be regular 

visitors to the  

Dublin Orchid Fayre! 

http://www.orchids.uk.com/


 
 
Water 
 
Dracula‟s don‟t like to dry out at all, & should be kept damp all of the time. The 
flowers are particularly prone to collapse in less than ideal conditions. During 
the hotter months water at least daily, & a hydrofogger or mist system is quite 
important to help keep up plant moisture & the humidity level high. Use of 
good quality rainwater is used which is collected from the roof of the 
greenhouse. A humidity level around the plants in warm weather of about 90% 
is ideal. If the plant dries out or is even moved into a dry atmosphere, the 
flowers will wilt & collapse, sometimes within 15–20 minutes, depending on 
the species. The leaves should be relatively dry by nightfall to help prevent 
botrytis setting in. During the cooler months watch that the plants do not 
become water logged, as this will allow the roots to rot. 
 
Air Movement 
 
Continual air movement is required to keep these orchids happy, lack of air 
movement allows rots to set in due to high humidity, & flowers can wilt 
prematurely. As stated in my previous articles I use greenhouse fans to move 
the air continuously around the benches. 
 
Fertilizer 
 
A very weak nitrogen fertilizer applied every third or fourth watering after 
flowering for about 6 to 8 weeks is beneficial to growth, type feed again every 
third or fourth watering. Feeding of any sort can be cut right back for the winter 
months. 
 
Pest and Diseases 
 
A part from the odd slug, I find Dracula‟s pretty resilient plants. I find however 
that woodlice are particularly fond of the flowers however and a hungry 
individual can ruin the edges of a huge Dracula flower overnight. Black tips in 
the leaves can be sometimes noted but do no harm. I have read that many 
plants in the wild also have black tips so that is good enough for me. 
 
 
Continued on Page 23 



Potting 
 
As these orchids like to send their flower spikes down through the media, 
they are best potted into mesh baskets with a 2cm square hole size. I make 
my own Dracula baskets with steel mesh wire commonly sold in DIY stores. I 
line the basket with fresh sphagnum moss & use fine pine bark to plant the 
Dracula into. The moss maintains the moisture while the bark allows for free 
drainage & easy exit for the flower spikes when they appear. I only repot 
when the plant has completely outgrown the basket. A basket diameter of 
about 10cm seems to be best in allowing a lot of growth as will as all the 
flowers to reach the outside. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DRACULA HIRTZII  

NEXT ISSUE: December 2007 
 

Preview of 2008 World Orchid Conference in Miami, FL 

Orchid Fiction 

New Books Reviewed 

And more... 



DRACULAôS SPECIES I GROW 
 
I grow approx 15 Dracula species in my greenhouse which are suspended 
at the side of my Masdevallia bench where conditions are to their liking, 
namely cool, high humidity, good shade and plenty of air movement 
 
amaliae "Akerne" 
Found in western Columbia in forests between 1800 and 1900 meters, it 
blooms in the winter and spring on a horizontal to descending, succes-
sively flowered racemes with off white to pale pink flowers up to 4‟‟ in size. 
 
anthracina 
Found in western Columbia in forests between 1800 and 2500 meters, it 
blooms in the spring and autumn on a horizontal to descending, succes-
sively flowered racemes with almost coal black flowers up to 4‟‟ in size. My 
specimen has a somewhat pinkish tinge to the lip. 
 
chimaera [AO-04465] 
The guy was the first Dracula to be describes back in 1872 and has one of 
the largest and hairiest flowers in the genus. Scary stuff indeed! It is found 
in Columbia in forests between 1400 and 2450 meters, it blooms in the 
autumn and winter on a descending, successively flowered racemes with 
very variable flower colour up to 9‟‟ in size. My specimen has a reddish 
orange spotted base colour with yellow brown hairs and a cream pinkish 
tinge to the lip. 
 
bella 
Like so many Dracula‟s, this guy also originates from Columbia in forests 
between 1800 and 2000 meters, it blooms December through to June on a 
descending, successively flowered racemes with red spotted flowers on a 
creamy yellow base colour up to 9‟‟ in size. D. bella is not as hairy as other 
members of the genus.  
 
berthae 
Found in Columbia in forests between 1800 and 2600 meters, it blooms in 
the spring and autumn on a horizontal to ascending, successively flowered 
racemes with dark purple red spots covering a creamy white base with 
flowers up to 2‟‟ in size. D. berthae closely resembles Masdevallia de-
cumana in appearance. 
 
gongora 
Columbian native in forests between 1800 and 2500 meters, it blooms in 
the winter and spring on a horizontal to descending, successively flowered 
racemes with almost red spotting to orange lines on a cream base cov-
ered in white hairs on flowers up to 6‟‟ in size. My specimen has a some-
what cupped lip almost forming a pouch. 



hirtzii 
Found in Ecuador and Columbia in forests between 1300 and 2100 me-
ters, it blooms in the winter and spring on horizontal, successively flow-
ered racemes with almost reddish brown diffuse spotting almost forming 
lines on a yellowish cream base on flowers up to 10‟‟ in size. This plant is 
quite variable in flower appearance even on the same plant from year to 
year.  
 
levii 
Found exclusively in Ecuador in forests between 2400 and 2600 meters, it 
blooms in the spring and autumn on horizontal to ascending, successively 
flowered racemes with almost creamy white flowers up to 4‟‟ in size. Al-
though one of the smallest flowering plants in my collection, it flowers 
regularly and the clean whitish flowers are unusual for the genus. 
 
platycrater 
Found in Columbia in forests between 1500 and 1700 meters, it blooms in 
the summer, autumn and winter on a horizontal to ascending, succes-
sively flowered racemes with a strikingly triangular flower with diffuse dark 
purple red spots covering a creamy white base with flowers up to 2‟‟ in 
size.  
 
polyphemus "Hank Hill" AM/AOS 
Found exclusively in Ecuador in forests between 1400 and 2200 meters, it 
blooms in the autumn for me on horizontal, successively flowered ra-
cemes with Reddish brown spotted sepals on a creamy white base colour 
from 4 to 8‟‟ in size. The lip is large for the flower and of pure white with an 
open clam shell appearance. The clone I grow was purchased from Ak-
erne Orchids in Belgium and has the clonal name „Hank Hill‟ which was 
awarded the Award of Merit from the American Orchid Society. 
 
roezlii 
Columbian native in forests between 1800 and 2350 meters, it blooms in 
the spring and autumn on horizontal to descending, successively flowered 
racemes up to 20” long with dark purple to reddish brown spotted sepals 
almost covering a pale white base colour from 4 to 6‟‟ in size. The lip is 
somewhat cupped and has a distinctive pinkish tinge. 
 
severa 
Columbian native in forests between 1600 and 2000 meters, it blooms in 
the autumn, winter and spring on horizontal to descending, successively 
flowered racemes up to 15” long with to reddish brown spotted sepals al-
most covering a yellowish base colour up to 10” in size. The lip is some-
what cupped and has a distinctive orange tinge. 
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woolwardiae 
Ecuadorian native in forests between 1200 and 1850 meters, it blooms in 
the winter and spring on horizontal to descending, successively flowered 
racemes up to 10” long with reddish brown spotted sepals almost merging 
to form stripes in a cream base colour up to 8” in size. The flower is cov-
ered in yellow hairs. 
 
vampira 
The most famous of all the Dracula‟s, even in name. The plant famously 
lay stored in the vaults at Kew for one hundred years as a herbarium 
specimen until uncovered in 1978. It is found in Ecuador at altitudes of 
between 1800 to 2200 meters and flowers a pendant, 20” long inflores-
cence producing up to 6 successive flowers with dramatic dark stripes 
over a creamy yellow base. It has been in my collection Since Feb 2007 
and although I was told it can flower at any time, I have not had any luck 
thus far. That is until I went to inspect the plant this morning for the pur-
poses of this article. And what do you think I found projecting from the 
back of the wire basket. A nice juicy bud on an extending inflorescence. 
My heart skipped a beat. That is why I grow orchids. They always know 
how to surprise you when you least expect it! 
 
 
                                                                                     SEAN PHELAN 
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MINUTES OF THE IRISH ORCHID SOCIETY AGM 2007 

 
Date: 18

th
 June, 2007 

Venue: National Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin, Dublin  
Attendance: 26. 
Apologies: Tony Cullen, Phillippa Thomas, Lauri Best, Olwyn Lanigan, 
Bob Bradshaw, Laurence May.  
 
The Meeting commenced at 8.15 p.m.  
Minutes of the 2006 AGM were read by Mary Bradshaw (Hon.Sec.) There 
was one matter arising from the minutes. Student/OAP membership cur-
rently is charged at € 15.00.  
The Minutes were approved, proposed by Hylda Beckett, seconded by Ulli 
Peiler.  
 
Chairmanôs Address 
Sean Phelan welcomed members to the 7

th
 AGM. This was to be his last 

address as chairman, in keeping with the constitution. His expected activi-
ties in the upcoming year would make his attendance at meetings some-
what erratic but he hoped to continue on the committee.  
 
Sean took some time to review the events of the previous year which had 
been a busy one for the IOS.  
 
June 29

th
 2006 saw the annual trip to Bull Island to appreciate and re-

cord some of our native orchids in their flowering period.  
 
July 3

rd
 2006, after a lot of organisation and planning saw a visit, lecture 

and plant sale from Orquideas de Valle, Columbia.  
 
July 8/9

th
 2006 was the annual fieldtrip to Mullaghmore, Co. Sligo and 

the Burren. Ulli Peiler, Petra Janssen and Trudy Lomax were thanked for 
their usual warm welcome to the West. The society intends to return to 
these venues again in 2007 on July7/8

th
.  

 
September 4

th
 was our popular Membersô night with members bringing 

along their plants for display, discussion, questions and answers.  

 

November 6th was a presentation by Sean on Masdevallias -  

the jewels of the Andes - which was very well attended.  
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December 2006 was our usual end of year meeting with a raffle, quiz, 
food, drink and a chat. 
  
January 8

th
 2007 was a lecture by Marie Hourigan on her recent trip to 

New Zealand and the orchids she encountered there.  
 
February 5

th
 2007 was the date for our annual repotting demonstration 

well received by members.  
 
March 2-4 was our very successful show and participation at the National 
Botanic Gardens “Orchid Fayre.ò. A record number of members joined 
at this event and participation by previous members was excellent. Mem-
bership of the IOS is currently 181.  Our show table continues to grow in 
quality, size, selection and quantity of plants shown. Congratulations to all 
the winning entries. Winners will be under pressure to retain their titles 
next year. Sean repeated his suggestion from 2006 that the society might 
have a show table more often, perhaps twice or even three times per an-
num. This would encourage more entries of different species/ hybrids 
when they are at their optimum flowering period. This would benefit mem-
bers‟ interests and encourage some rivalry, perhaps?  
 
April 2

nd
 2007 was another successful Membersô night.  

 
May 14

th
 was the occasion for a lecture by Brendan Sayers on his recent 

trip to Costa Rica where he spoke at the 3
rd

 International Orchid Con-
servation Congress. The IOS is indeed fortunate to have the benefit of 
such an orchid professional in our midst.  
 
Sean stressed that the IOS is the only society to meet as often as 11 
times per annum. He complimented the committee for arranging such a 
wide range of events and thanked the members for ensuring that these 
events are well attended. 
 
Sean thanked Brendan Sayers for being our “leading light”, Tom Pether-
bridge, treasurer, for getting our finances in order and acquiring charitable 
status for the society. Michael O‟Leary was thanked for his incredible fund-
raising activities and Mary Bradshaw for her secretarial work. Marie Houri-
gan was thanked for her continued input throughout the year.  
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Sean then formally thanked Ian Millichip and Tony Cullen, both of whom 
have recently retired from the committee after many years of service. He 
is delighted that they will remain the fountains of knowledge they have 
become to the society. He thanked the membership in general for its sup-
port for the organisation since he took over as chairman and for its regular 
attendance at meetings. 
He then moved on to the things that could be improved in the society.  
 
The present committee hopes to continue their work, guiding the society, 
updating the website, organising events and publishing ñPollinia” regu-
larly. All this takes time and effort and any assistance that the general 
membership could offer would be greatly appreciated. It is frustrating to 
repeatedly call for articles for the newsletter, only to find the same couple 
of people whose names are always at the bottom of the published articles. 
He called for any and all contributions to the society and the newsletter to 
be made. A society should benefit every member. What individual mem-
bers contribute will benefit them as well as every other member. 
 
In 6 short years “Pollinia” has grown from a black and white, 12 page 
photocopied newsletter to today‟s 32 page full colour, professionally pub-
lished magazine. As editor it is hoped everyone is happy with the format 
and content of the publication, occasional italics and botanical Latin errors 
notwithstanding. Sean took the opportunity to thank the Director of the 
National Botanic Gardens, for making its facilities available to the IOS. It 
is greatly appreciated. 

 
TREASURERôS REPORT 
 
Tom Petherbridge (Hon Treasurer) presented the Treasurer‟s report. This 
follows in summary. (In Euro) 
 
INCOME        2005/2006                      2006/2007                      
                                                                   
Subscriptions       2,198                              2,473 
Life Members             0                               1,500 
Big Raffle                   0                               1,180 
Raffles                    731                               2,089 
Bank Interest              0                                    13 
Commission            189                                   80 
Calendars/Cards     107                                 378 
Wales Trip                  0                               2,815 
Advertising                 0                                      0 
Total                    3,225                             10,728 
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EXPENDITURE           2005/2006      2006/2007 
 
Web                                  909                     178 
Pollinia                              929                  1,313 
Stamps                              463                     480 
Bank Charges                       8                         0 
Speakers                           220                     350 
OGBS                                  45                       43 
Misc                                   111                     321 
Plants                                 100                    160 
Vouchers                                0                    120 
Wales Trip                              0                 3,100 
Total                                2,785                 6,064 
Profit/Loss                           440                 4,664 
Cash at Bank                   1,796                 6,640 
Debtors Wales                                              670 
Creditors Wales Bus                                    -500 
June Pollinia                                                -650 
 
Cash Available                                           6,160 
 
Tom commented that 2006/2007 has been a good year financially. The 
proposed Wales trip for November, 2007 has brought in €3,000 extra. Raf-
fle money nearly equalled subscriptions. There were no bank charges. 
Some commission came from Jim Kelly for the sale of his Pleione bulbs. 
Tom wants to leave the Life-Membership option open for the next Chair-
man to deal with. The Wales Trip has already paid for itself. Tom proposes 
to limit the number of Big Raffle tickets to 200 for the year ahead. 8 win-
ning vouchers for last year‟s Orchid Fair went unused. As we are now a 
charity any income is tax-free. We also want to become VAT free as well. 
No further constitutional changes will be needed for this.  
 
Brendan Sayers congratulated Tom for the Treasurer‟s Report. The report 
was accepted by the meeting. Brendan Sayers proposed and Sean 
Phelan seconded.  
 
Election of Committee Members 
 
Brendan Sayers was proposed as Chairman by Tom Petherbridge and 
seconded by Ian Millichip. He was elected by popular acclaim. 
Shane Kerr and Scott Mc Naughton were also elected to the committee 
by popular acclaim.  

 



 
ALL OTHER BUSINESS 
 
A request was made for a list of the full committee to be published in Pol-
linia. Hylda Beckett would like to compliment the editor of Pollinia but 
thought it had become too erudite. Sean disagreed and said he had tried 
to maintain a balance in the various articles. Ian Millichip thought it was 
still well-balanced and is glad we now have the finances to produce it in 
colour. Pearse Coughlan thought it was indeed too learned for the ordi-
nary reader and might well be done without altogether! 
 
Brendan Sayers said the newsletter is a record of our events and informa-
tion, especially valued by members who are unable to attend meetings. It 
becomes more valuable as the society grows older. It may have moved 
away from Phalaenopsis and Cymbidium sp. but there are ways by which 
it can be made more accessible to the average reader. 
 
Tom Doran suggested an article on “Orchids I Have Killed”  
At present only 3% of members actually contribute to the newsletter. New 
blood, new contributors are most welcome.  Perhaps a letter section, 
Questions and Answers, send in a photograph of problem/ solution. Bren-
dan would welcome a cartoonist. Ian maintained that we should still have 
some scientific articles, not just accounts of how members grow plants. 
Pearse Coughlan promised to write some articles for future editions. 
 
Mary Bradshaw has contributed some Book Reviews in the past and won-
ders if they are worthwhile or not.  
 
She also commented that our fixture lists should be published six months 
in advance to facilitate members who have busy lives and (in some cases) 
long commutes. Ian Millichip said he was proud to have been on the IOS 
Steering Committee and his e-mail address is still available to members 
who have queries about plants/articles for Pollinia. 
 
The meeting finished officially at 9.10 p.m. There followed an informal ses-
sion on members‟ plants.  
 
                                                                                     MARY BRADSHAW 

Is glas iad na cnoic i bhfad uainn. 
Faraway hills are green. 



 SCHOMBURKIA ñHURRICANEò  


