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THE SIREN SONG OF THE CLOUD FOREST  

 

I 
N 2002, strange photographs were being circu-

lated via e-mail and doing the rounds on online 

orchid forums. As always, the photographs were 

tantalizingly unfocused and indistinct. 

What they seemed to depict was a New World slipper 

orchid of some kind, a Phragmipedium. This seemed 

like a new species, and a brightly coloured one, at that. 

The last time a really unusual new orchid was discov-

ered was in the early '80s, when the fiery Phrag-

mipedium besseae was spotted from a helicopter, grow-

ing on sheer cliffs on the eastern slopes of the Andes. 

Everyone likes a good mystery, and the online chat 

room is the premier rumour mill of the 21st century. 

This new thing intrigued everyone in the orchid world, 

but intrigue goes deeper than casual fascination for 

those truly obsessed with these horticultural harlots.  

No-one could have predicted the magnitude of the  

mania that was about to strike the orchid community, or 

how far-reaching the effects of this most severe 

outbreak of orchid fever would be.  

 

IN MAY OF 2002, Michael Kovach from Goldvein,      

Virginia, was travelling around the cloud forests of Peru 

on an orchid hunting expedition. On the afternoon of 26 

May, he came to the truck stop of El Progresso. In the 

parking lot, some local farmers were selling orchids. 

This is a common sight in this part of the world, and the 

orchids are usually collected from the wild as people 

clear new patches of forest in order to plant their crops. 

After Kovach expressed interest in the wares peddled by 

a brother and sister, the girl wanted to show him some-

thing special, and hurried off. She promptly returned 

with three potted plants with obscenely large, royal pur-

ple blossoms. Kovach knew he'd never seen anything 

like these before. Other Amazonian slipper orchids were 

half the size and in drab shades of green. He bought 

them all, for $3.60 a piece.  

Siren Song of the Cloud Forest 
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This was it, his chance 

for orchid fame. Little 

did he know that his 

small act of exploitation 

by the side of the road in 

rural Peru would set in 

motion a series of events 

that would end up with 

his name living on in 

infamy instead. 

Kovach had to get the 

plant scientifically  

described if it were to 

carry his name. The pre-

mier US institution for 

orchid taxonomy, the 

Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, would be his best bet. Imagine the astonished  

expressions of the esteemed plant taxonomists at Selby on that day when Kovach 

walked in with this new slipper orchid. It signified the most important discovery the 

orchid world had seen in over a century. The race was on: word was received that 

orchid expert Eric Christenson was preparing a description of a fabulous new 

Phragmipedium that would change slipper orchid breeding forever. Dr. Eric Chris-

tenson worked from photographs sent by Peruvian orchid enthusiasts, and with the 

support of the Peruvian government. He would name the new species Phrag-

mipedium peruvianum. In order for the name Phragmipedium kovachii to be  

accepted by the scientific community, the Selby description had to be submitted 

first: the taxonomists 

and botanical illustrators 

were determined to 

work overtime. Selby 

ended up beating Chris-

tenson to print by five 

days. Kovach's place in 

history was secure. At 

the same time, stories 

began to appear in or-

chid forums that speci-

mens of the new orchid 

were already fetching 

prices as high as 

$10,000 on the black 

market. 

Siren Song of the Cloud Forest 



Pollinia                                                                                                          October 2008 

 

 
                                                                                                                               5 

Here's the curious thing: due to CITES restrictions which control the trade in 

endangered species, slipper orchids cannot legally cross borders, for whatever reason. 

Hybrids yes, nursery-raised plants certainly, but not jungle-collected specimens. 

Therefore, the Marie Selby Botanical Garden was guilty of orchid smuggling, its 

reputation forever tainted. Oops. And the name P. kovachii can't even be retracted so 

that the whole sorry mess will go away, as it was indeed published first. The rules 

need to apply to everyone. This has happened before: even if we all like the name 

Brontosaurus so much more, the name Apatosaurus was assigned first, so we'll have 

to live with it. Whenever you hear of a botanical institution describing a new species 

from another country, you have to wonder how they managed to do it; even if it were 

tantamount to smuggling, surely the rules don't apply when it's for science? As Dr. 

Christenson so eloquently put it, "Anyone with half a brain cell doesn't go near them. 

They're the pandas of the orchid world... When somebody shows up with an orchid 

like that, you either quietly tell them to go away or you call the cops."  

 

 

There's also the part of the story concerning the whereabouts of that specific Selby 

orchid after it was described. Who got to take it home when they were done? Let's 

just say there were police raids on several greenhouses that year. Redundancies. 

Lawsuits. In-fighting. Mud-slinging. The withdrawal of research grants. Thrilling 

fodder for a Grisham novel, no doubt. Nobody could claim orchids were boring after 

that. Michael Kovach least of all: he just barely escaped doing time. Others weren't 

as lucky. "Lead us not into temptation..." 

 

In Peru, the government started posting fliers at every airport warning people against 

trying to smuggle the slipper orchid out of the country. Unfortunately, the brand new 

Phragmipedium was already in deep trouble. The slippery hillsides where Kovach's 

original plants came from were bare. The orchid was lost, nowhere to be found. 

 

Local people  

desperate for some income 

had helped unscrupulous 

smugglers in completely 

stripping the site of its  

thousands of P. kovachii 

plants. A second site was 

subsequently discovered 

and also collected out. Ille-

gally collected orchids were 

now selling for $1000 each 

in parts of Europe.  

Siren Song of the Cloud Forest 
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 The outlook seemed bleak. Months went 

by, and scientists started speculating that 

P. kovachii could already be extinct in 

the wild, even with hardcore CITES regu-

lation and the fear of spending eternity in 

a Peruvian prison as deterrents. Finally, a 

small colony of the regal orchid was dis-

covered on a virtually inaccessible cliff in 

a remote part of the sub-Andean basin. 

The unfriendly terrain would be its pro-

tection. Getting to the site required 

making what Harold Koopowitz, the 

editor of Orchid Digest, calls "the hike 

from hell". 

 

The true salvation of any species at risk from overcollecting lies in taking pres-

sure off its natural populations by introducing it into cultvation. In a sensible 

move, the Peruvian government granted Alfredo Manrique of Centro de Jardin-

ería Manrique in Lima permission to collect five - and only five - plants for pres-

ervation through propagation. With expert help from some of the world's best 

specialists in orchid cultivation and tissue 

culture, this most beautiful of New 

World slippers will soon be available 

to everyone at an affordable price.  

 

Best of all, the wild orchids will re-

main queens of the cloud forest, safe 

for the moment. In the November 

2007 issue of Orchids magazine, the 

American Orchid Society published 

vanity shots of the first generation of 

P. kovachii hybrids, including Phrag-
mipedium Haley Decker, pictured 

here. Orchid breeding is never going to be the same again. ♦ 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Permission to reprint this article was kindly provided by an IOS Member 

 'The Electric Orchid Hunter,' of Eclectic Epiphytes and Electrophoretic  

 Epigrams.(  http://electricorchid.blogspot.com) 

 Photography credits:  

All photographs from Centro de Jardinería Manrique, unless otherwise indicated. 

Siren Song of the Cloud Forest 

 Pouch detail 

Haley Decker 
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DOWNTOWN LUST FOR ORCHIDS LEAVES FORESTS FLOWERLESS 

 

THAI NGUYEN ð Doi Can Road in the 

centre of Thai Nguyen gets more and more 

crowded every weekend, as city dwellers 

head out to pick up popular forest orchids. 

While the growing adoration of orchids is 

great for mountain dwellers who make a liv-

ing off collecting the flowers, the movement 

is proving devastating for the health of or-

chids in the wild. 

 

According to the locals, the orchid trend 

sprung up rather spontaneously. The market 

started just 10 years ago but has grown  

enormously as people have become in-

creaingly interested in forest orchids. 

 

On weekends, hundreds of species of forest orchids are brought from different moun-

tainous regions including Cao Bang, Bac Kan, Yen Bai and Thai Nguyen. The rough-

looking sellers are on hand to answer questions, usually knowing first hand where the 

orchids came from. 

 

Orchidsô sad destiny 
With orchids not growing very well in the city, city dwellers are dependant on the 

Doi Can market, counting on hard-working farmers willing to make the trek into the 

city to sell the flowers. 

 

For 10 years Tran Thi Tham from the small town of Du, nearly 12km from Thai 

Nguyen centre, has been bringing orchids to sell in the city. 

 

"The flowers that I sell here are collected by my husband from Ba Be (Bac Kan), Cao 

Bang and Yen Bai," said Tham, noting that the Ba Be National Park is a great place 

to hunt for flowers. 

 

"There are times that my husband finds a precious orchid worth millions of dong." 

Since its prohibited to collect flowers from Ba Be, Thamôs husband has to hunt for 

the flowers at night. With their growing popularity, collecting orchids has become an 

occupation for many mountainous region inhabitants. 

 

Continued on Page 24 

 
Self-destructive beauty: City dwellers select forest orchids 
from a downtown market. With the flowers collected by 
rural residents in the forests and brought into the city, the 
trend is hurting the growth of orchids in the wild. ɂ VNS 
Photo 
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 STINKY NEW ORCHID SPECIES DISCOVERED  
Flowers flourish only in the wet meadows of Yosemite National Park 

By Garance Burke 

 

SAN FRANCISCO - Scientists announced Monday the discovery of a rare, new 

orchid species that flourishes only in the wet meadows of a beloved portion of Yo-

semite National Park. 

 

Botanist Alison Colwell said the species' minute, tennis-ball yellow flowers weren't 

what first led her to it, but rather the smell of sweaty feet the Yosemite bog-orchid 

emits to attract would-be pollinators. 

 

"I was out surveying clovers one afternoon, and I started smelling something. I was 

like, 'Eew, what's that?'" said Colwell, who works for the U.S. Geological Survey in 

El Portal. "It smelled like a horse corral on a hot afternoon." 

 

The plant, which is the only known orchid species endemic to California's Sierra 

Nevada range, grows in spring-fed areas between 6,000 and 9,000 feet, Colwell said. 

All nine sites where the orchid has been spotted are inside the park, some adjacent to 

areas popular among visitors, according to an article announcing the species' discov-

ery published in Madrono, a journal of the California Botanical Society. 

 

The species isn't likely to have any commercial value since its flowers are less than a 

quarter of an inch wide, but some orchid lovers were so enthused by the news they 

began planning cross-country trips to see its delicate summer blooms. 

 

"This orchid might not be showy enough to get the masses lined up all the way from 

San Francisco to see it, but I'm leaving Sunday to go out there 

to photograph it," said wild orchid expert Paul Martin Brown, 

who planned to leave Acton, Maine, this weekend to include 

the orchid in his latest book. 

 

Colwell, one of three scientists credited with the discovery, 

said the bog-orchid is thought to have persisted in the upland 

meadows south of Yosemite Valley, which nourished unique 

plant species because the area never froze under glacial 

cover. 

At least seven other rare plant species have been found there, 

including the Yosemite onion, Yosemite woolly sunflower 

and Bolander's clover. 

 

Park officials said they would not release details about where the plant was found 

 Stinky Orchid 
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"There's concern that it will get trampled," said ranger Adrienne Freeman. "It's a rare 

and precious resource that we want to protect." 

 

A botanist named George Henry Grinnell collected the first Yosemite bog-orchid in 

1923 and sent the dried, pressed flower to an herbarium that later gave its collections 

to Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden, Colwell said. 

 

Ron Coleman, a visiting scientist at the garden, was combing through the collection 

one Friday morning in July 1993 when he found the original specimen on a herbar-

ium sheet ringed with notes handwritten by Grinnell, who believed the flower was 

related to the green bog-orchid. 

 

"It was just a little dry brown thing but right away I saw several things about it didn't 

fit the pattern of any other orchid in California," Coleman said. "This discovery is 

not only personally satisfying but scientifically satisfying." 

 

Coleman and his colleague Leon Glicenstein drove up to Yosemite the next day and 

rejoiced when they spotted the flowers in the fading light. They snapped a photo-

graph and sent it to orchid expert Charles Sheviak, hoping he would confirm their 

suspicion that the plant was a unique species. 

 

Sheviak, curator of Botany at the New York State Museum, concluded the orchid 

was related to an existent variety that grows in the Rocky Mountains, but botanists 

familiar with Yosemite remained curious. 

 

The mystery was solved in 2003, when Colwell sniffed the blooms' pungent smell. 

 

Colwell, then in her first year on the job, called her boss Peggy Moore. Together, 

they dug a plant from the meadow and sent it to Sheviak, who later revised his  

opinion. 

 

The trio's publication July 3 announcing the Platanthera yosemitensis, the Yosemite 

bog-orchid's official name, made its status as a separate species official. 

 

Lovers of orchids, the largest plant family in nature with some 30,000 species  

worldwide, prized the new specimen for its rarity. 

 

"I am a total student of orchids and I am thrilled to hear about that," said Paul Gripp, 

an organizer of the Santa Barbara Orchid Estate's fair, which wrapped up last  

weekend. "If it's a new orchid, I love it."  ♦ 

 

Copyright 2007 The Associated Press.  

Stinky Orchid 
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ASIAN ORCHID MAKING ITSELF AT HOME  
BY Georgia Tasker 

 

A slight, delicate orchid with a penchant for travel is popping up in Miami-Dade 

County in disturbed and abandoned lots as well as in manicured and mulched garden 

beds. It is unbidden, not a native, and seems to be finding its way to new areas hither 

and yon. 

 

Tracking down its identity has been a venture worthy of Inspector Clouseau, and 

finding the pollinator continues to be a scientific Tropic Hunt based on some cool 

clues and little-known facts. Much about it still mystifies. 

 

Its one-inch flowers are mostly green, although the lip is white and pink. The leaves 

occasionally appear after the flower stalk. It grows in the ground, and when small, it 

has a roundish bulb that resembles a houseplant called the pregnant onion. 

 

Because it's being spotted in locations miles apart, questions are buzzing: Why is 

this plant becoming comfortable in South Florida? 

 

''It's an exciting botanical mystery. Where did it come from? And is it going to be a 

problem?'' said Suzanne Koptur, an ecologist at Florida International University. 

``It's a very tough, strong orchid that seems to pop up from very small seeds that find 

what they need in that cypress mulch.'' 

 

Will it be like the African monk orchid, Oeceoclades maculata, which once made 

the list of invasive plants compiled by the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council? That 

orchid has moved into all seven counties south of Lake Okeechobee, although it has 

been removed from the FEPPC's list of bad plants. Or will it be a harmless lounge-

about like the lawn orchid Zeuxine strateumatica? 

 

The monk orchid might displace native seedlings of tropical hardwoods, rare ferns, 

wildflowers of shady hammocks ''and even things like the wild coco, another native 

orchid, Eulophia alta ,'' Koptur said. Or, the monk orchid might be totally harmless. 

Experts disagree. 

 

The new Eulophia orchid was first noticed last year by one of Koptur's neighbors, 

Harvey Bernstein, who found it growing in the mulch beds around his succulent 

collection. Bernstein is a plant curator at Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden and 

more likely to spot an unusual specimen than most people. 

 

When he didn't recognize the plant, he took it to Koptur, but she didn't recognize it, 

either. 

 

                           Asian Bee Orchid Relocates 
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   Asian Bee Orchid Relocates 

It worked its way through several orchid growers until, finally, Bob Pemberton,  

a research associate with Fairchild, solved the name-that-orchid mystery. 

 

The little orchid is Eulophia graminea. It hails from Southeast Asia, Burma and  

subtropical islands of the Pacific. It has become naturalized in northern Australia, 

and now, as if by magic, it is in the Redland, Miami Dade College's North Campus, 

Little River, South Miami and even in a parking lot on Virginia Key. 

 

Until you get the hang of spotting them, young plants are slight enough to remain 

overlooked. The first rule of science: Be a good observer. 

 

In Miami's Palm Grove neighborhood, just west of Belle Meade, orchid fancier Don 

Wallstedt found many eulophias growing in rocky soil in two empty lots. 

 

''I saw these little flowers and knew it was an orchid but didn't know what kind,'' he 

said. ``I looked in Wild Orchids of Florida, which has every orchid that's ever been 

seen in Florida, and knew I had something unique.'' 

 

With the identity secured, the orchid sleuths turned to the next question: How did it 

get here? 

 

There are Internet dealers. Pemberton found several of the plants for sale on eBay, as 

well as a Thai source offering the bulbs and even a source in Scotland offering 

plants. So it could have escaped from someone's local collection and made a beeline 

for the nearest mulch pile. 

 

Its dust-like seeds may have been carried on the wind. 

 

It could be that it hitched a ride as a bulblet in wood chips from someplace, but 

Pemberton hasn't been able to locate a wood import record from a logical country. 

And it seems to like only cypress mulch, Koptur said. Her native landscape is 

mulched with local wood chips, and while the orchid grows next door, it has not  

ventured into her yard. 

 

It is setting seed in Miami-Dade (but not on Pemberton's collected cultivated plants 

in Broward), meaning something may be pollinating it. But what that could be is also 

a mystery. 

 

Wallstedt believes it may be a tiny blue butterfly, which appeared in a photo  

published with his account in The Biscayne Times. 

 

                                                                                                     Continued on page 26  



The  Irish  Orchid Society                                                                       October  2008 

12 

NATUREôS CURE 
 

We visited Brussels in March 2008 where I picked up a copy of a local magazine- 

ñTogetherò- where news and business meet glamour and good times- obviously 

aimed at the English speaking reader. It contained an article by Josephine Overeem 

a professional ñlife coachò who works with companies and also offers individual 

therapy. I thought members might like to read (in summary) her article in that  

particular issue.  

 

Josephine wrote of her work with a financial ñwhiz kidò who had worked very hard 

for twenty  years, served faithfully, a 14-hour day, six days a week, 100% availabil-

ity 24/24. At forty-four he was suffering from unrecognised ñburn-out,ò had been 

treated unsuccessfully for depression, tried playing golf, climbing Kilimanjaro,  

expensive spa-cures but nothing worked. At forty-six he came to see Josephine and 

his one aim was ñto stop with the pills.ò  

 

Josephine proposed that he buy the most expensive orchid in town and observe it 

every day for five minutes. If he wanted to stoop and look down he would at least 

see something beautiful. A week later he described the incredible texture of the white 

petals, the intricate form that the flower created to fool insects. He went on the inter-

net, bought a book about orchids and the strongest magnifying glass he could find. 

Each day he said he was looking forward to those five minutes almost obsessively. 

ñIt is as if I observe my soulò he said.  

 

After three weeks he started forgetting to take his pills. After two months he still 

trawled the internet to find exceptional orchids. He bought one for himself and one 

for his wife. Apparently this new passion amused her. She asked to look through the 

magnifying glass as well. He started photographing his orchids, then drawing them          

-Cattleyas,  Dendrobiums,  Dactylorhizas.  

 

According to Josephine that man is now a very popular consultant who can choose 

his clients. He also has a very attractive way of looking to one side with the tiniest of 

smiles that he discovered while looking at an orchid for five minutes every day.  ♦ 

 

ñTHE DUCHESSò AND THE DUKE 
 

Cinemagoers among the I.O.S. membership may be enthralled by the contemporary 

depiction of the life and relationships of Georgiana, Duchess of Devonshire, 

(born1757) as portrayed in ñThe Duchessò currently showing on cinema screens 

across Europe. This beautifully photographed costume drama stars Keira Knightly in 

the title role and Ralph Fiennes as her husband in search of a male heir. attention to 

the fact that her much sought after heir, William George Spencer Cavendish (1790-

1858) began the vogue for growing orchids as a hobby. 

Nature’s Cure 
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I shall not go into any further detail which might reveal the plot but do want to draw 

membersô attention to the fact that her much sought after heir, William George 

Spencer Cavendish (1790-1858) began the vogue for growing orchids as a hobby.  
 

The parents were overjoyed at the birth of their son after sixteen years. He was  

educated at Trinity College, Cambridge and succeeded to the title and a great fortune 

at the age of twenty-one. He had great literary taste and purchased libraries and 

paintings to enrich his gallery at Chatsworth House. Other properties included 

Lismore Castle, Co. Waterford. His properties and investments brought him in 

£100,000 per annum, leaving him with a net income of £40,000 to spend. He gave 

lavish entertainments and balls which were the talk of society. He became chroni-

cally deaf at a very young age and also increasingly lonely. He became known as the 

ñBachelor Dukeò. 

 

In 1826, while strolling in the Horticultural Society Garden which adjoined his own 

garden at Chiswick House, he encountered Joseph Paxton, then aged twenty-three 

and shortly afterwards appointed him as Head Gardener at Chatsworth House. Thus 

began a very strong personal relationship between master and servant. 

 

The Duke spared no expense in maintaining and adding to his properties. A magnifi-

cent conservatory designed by Paxton - 300 feet long, 145 feet wide, 60 feet high 

was erected, covering almost an acre of ground. This was known as ñThe Great 

Stoveò and was the largest glass building in the world at the time. Covered by three 

quarters of an acre of ribbed glass panels laid by what Paxton called the ridge and 

furrow technique, the stove contained seven miles of cast iron pipes fed by an elabo-

rate system of eight underground furnaces fired by coal transported direct to the site 

by a railway track. It had doors at each end large enough to allow the Dukeôs horse-

drawn carriage to enter. 

  

The Duke became engrossed in horticultural techniques and was eventually elected 

President of the Royal Horticultural Society. In 1833 he became interested in  

orchids. A young gardener, John Gibson was dispatched to India to the mountains of 

Assam. That trip and others were very successful and within ten years the Chats-

worth collection of orchids was the most famous in England. Orchids like Cymbi-

dium devonianum, Dendrobium devonianum, Dendrobium gibsonii, Galeandra devo-

niana, Oncidium cavendishianum and Stanhopea devoniensis all owe their names to 

William Spencer Cavendish, 6th Duke of Devonshire. 

  

However, the 7th, 8th and 9th Dukes had no great interest in the worldôs largest culti-

vated orchid collection. The Great Stove was demolished by explosives in 1919. 

Orchids on a more modest scale are still grown at Chatsworth House.  ♦ 

 
MARY BRADSHAW 
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BRITISH ORCHIDS A SITE GUIDE 
 

According to the authorôs introduction and the title this is primarily a book about 

British Orchids and when and where to locate them in flower. In contrast to other 

books that are ñlargely concerned with taxonomy (classification)ò he has formatted 

the text to easily identify flowering time and locations. A table on page 10 allows the 

reader to see the flowering times of each species clearly. It is unfortunate that  

another table giving the sequential flowering times was not included. In all fifty-one 

species of orchid are mentioned each of which is detailed with illustrations and notes 

on flowering times, habitats, distribution and natural history. 

 

It is unfortunate and I expect that the author feels very disappointed, that the repro-

duction quality of the photographs leaves a lot to be desired and more so that seven 

of the photographs are reproduced upside down. There are also some mistaken iden-

tities in the photographs; as an example the close-up photographs of Neottia ovata 

and Neottia cordata that appear on the pages of each other.  

 

The disclosure of sites where rare orchids are to be found is highly topical. The  

author, in some cases does not reveal the sites of the rarest like the red helleborine 

and the Ladyôs Slipper orchid. Otherwise there are details as to the British county, 

site name and location and a contact organisation. This is an asset for anybody who 

would like to arrange a visit to see orchids in the wild.  

 

Like most books that have been recently produced A British site guide seems to get 

confused in its geography. Under the heading of distribution, the author does not 

give the global distribution of the species. I would expect that he then give the  

distribution in Britain but for some unknown reason included Ireland in some ac-

counts. Even though it is irritating to see Irish sites included in books on British  

orchids there appears to be no consistency in this matter in this publication. Ireland is 

mentioned in the account of the broad-leaved helleborine but not in the dark-red  

helleborine account. The latter is a species that is far more restricted in its distribu-

tion and would be a better candidate for an inclusion of Ireland in a book on British 

orchids.  

 

Regardless of the mentioned problems with the book, British Orchids: A Site Guide 

is an asset to anyone who is looking to see native British orchids in the wild. The 

sites given for species are detailed enough for someone to contact the suitable  

authority to get permission to see them. Along with another of the recently published 

orchid books the task of seeing these plants in flower will be easy. ♦ 

BRENDAN SAYERS 

 

British Orchids: A Site Guide (ISBN-10: 1847970028 ) 

Publisher: The Crowood Press Ltd (18 Mar 2008)  
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POSTSCRIPT 
 

And some time make the time to drive out west 

Into County Clare, along the Flaggy Shore, 

In September or October, when the wind 

And the light are working off each other 

So that the ocean on one side is wild 

With foam and glitter, and inland among stones 

The surface of a slate-grey lake is lit 

By the earthed lightning of a flock of swans, 

Their feathers roughed and ruffling, white on white, 

Their fully grown headstrong-looking heads 

Tucked or cresting or busy underwater. 

Unless to think you'll park and capture it 

More thoroughly. You are neither here nor there, 

A hurry through which known and strange things pass  

As big soft buffetings come at the car sideways 

And catch the heart off guard and blow it open. 

 

                                                                    SEAMUS HEANEY 

 

From THE SPIRIT LEVEL (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1996)  

 

 

Orchid hunter taking photos—Boireann 
Photo by Petra Janssen 
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Boireann — An Mullach Mór                                                                              

Above:   

Fly Orchid  - Magairlín na gCuileanna  -  

Ophrys insectifera 

 

Left:  

Bee Orchid  Magairlín na mBeach 

Ophyrus apifera 

 

Photos by Petra Janssen 
 

Orchid hunters—Boireann 
Photo by Petra Janssen 
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Heath-spotted orchid   Dactylorhiza maculata     

 Na circini  

Dark-red helleborine Epipactis atrorubens  

Cuaichin dhearg  

Helleborine  Epipactis helleborine   

Ealabairín     Photos by Ika Peiler 
Bee Orchid   Ophyrus apifera  

Magairlín na mBeach 



The  Irish  Orchid Society                                                                       October 2008 

 

18                                 18 

 

A Visit to Venezuela 

A VISIT TO VENEZUELA 
 

IN JULY 2007, my wife and I travelled with a travel organizer to Venezuela to 

explore one of the most imposing rivers in South America, the Rio Orinoco, and 

one of its major tributaries, the Rio Caura. 

 

As orchid lovers, we wanted to see the native orchids in full bloom, if possible . 

 

A few years previous we had visited east Venezuela and travelled the Gran  

Sabana over to the Brazilian border. 

We flew to Polamar on Margarita Island 

and from there flew on a small propeller 

plane very early in the morning toward the 

mainland to Puerto Ordaz near Cuidad de 

Bolivar. The city is on the Orinoco River. 

 

[Ed: The electricity industry of Caroní (Edelca) is located the in Puerto Ordaz 

which manage several of the hydroelectric centrals over the Caroní river: 

Macagua I and II and Caruachi, all of the 3 located on the urban side of Guayana 

city. Edelca also built and administers Guri (this one is, for now, the second world 

biggest dam, in terms of the capacity of hydroelectric generation) and gave origin 

to the Guri reservoir, the second biggest lake in Venezuela. Puerto Ordaz is also 

the only city in the world with a hydroelectric dam in the middle of the city.] 

We continued on visiting the tropical garden in Ciudad de Bolivar where we saw 

our first orchids in  trees which were unfortunately not yet in bloom.  The follow-

ing morning we began our journey westward in two jeeps, crossing a new bridge 

over the Orinoco.  

 

Continued on Page 19 

 

 

 

Photos by Author 
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We drove for hours along the M-19 through very boring scenery only interrupted by 

military checkpoints.  This military control is necessary to avoid drug  

smugglers. 

 

The next day we walked for four hours through the jungle which took us to our  

limits because we had to climb a 100m high hill in order to be able to get a 

birdɈs-eye view of the jungle. 

 

We had begun from an Indian village which survives by growing manioc, corn and 

bananas.  Here we saw a bushmaster snake from a distance.  Our guide informed us 

that a bite from this type of snake may be fatal. 

 

The next morning we loaded into a larger asnd faster canoe in order to go up river 

towards Las Trincheras.  From here we transferred to jeeps and drove westwards on 

the M9 to our final destination, Puerto Ayacucho, directly on the Rio Orinoco and is 

on the border with Columbia. 

 

The town is in the centre of an Indian reservation and has military control every-

where.  Our lodge was next to the river which was flooded to the banks and even up 

to our lodge.  Water was everywhere as far as the eye could see. 

 

The next day we started off to the next town to visit the Indian museum and the  

market.  We sailed cross the river to Columbia where we saw a warship protecting 

the river from guerrilla warfare ready to sail. 

 

Our flight to Caracas was a highlight.  We flew for hours above a wonderful  

landscape and bodies of water in a two-motor airplane.  The airport in Caracas,  

however, was a disaster and nothing like Heathrow.  We missed out connecting 

flight into Palomar and had to wait until 8pm for the next and last jet. 

 

The first part of our trip came to an end.  It was a trip into the past where conditions 

we similar to those from hundreds of years ago. 

 

Our remaining stay on Isla Margarita transferred us back to the modern world with 

all its comforts. 

 

Unfortunately, during the summer months it is practically impossible to view orchids 

in bloom in the jungle in between the scenery.  Our most memorable experience was 

spotting the Cattleya violacea. ♦ 

 

PETER STILLER 

Muenster, Germany 

19 June 2008 

A Visit to Venezuela 
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KEW OPENS BOTANICAL ART GALLERY  

  

London's Kew Gardens has opened the world's first gallery dedicated to 

botanical art works - some of which have never been seen by the public.  

 

The £3m attraction is exhibiting art from the collections of the Royal Botanic Gar-

dens, Kew, and from collector Dr Shirley Sherwood.  

 

Kew has a vast collection of more than 200,000 art works.  

Some of the illustrations of extinct species are thought to be the only surviving re-

cord.  

 

The Shirley Sherwood Gallery of Botanical Art at Kew Gardens will be open to the 

public all year round.  

 

Right environment  

A spokeswoman for the gallery said: "Until now, although the collection has been 

consulted by experts and researchers, most of the works have been kept in study 

collections behind the scenes.  

 

The new gallery will provide the right environment and will make Kew's collections 

more accessible.  

 

"With one quarter of the world's species of flowering plants threatened by extinction 

in the next 50 years, Kew has a vital role to play to inspire and deliver science-based 

plant conservation."  

 

Dr Sherwood has been collecting contemporary botanical art since 1990. Her collec-

tion includes work by more than 200 artists living in 30 different countries.  

 

Commenting on the opening of the gallery, she told BBC's Radio 5 Live: "There's a 

great renaissance in botanical art today and this is a very exciting moment."  ♦ 

 

Courtesy: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/7355850. 

Video ï http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/7355864.stm 

THE ORCHID EATERS :  Wild orchids are usually coveted for their exotic 

blooms, but it is the tubers that many Zambians relish in a cheap and nutritious 

dish called chikanda. What can be done to save our orchids?  Please read the 

article in our Winter issue. 
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Date: 9th June, 2008. 

Venue: National Botanic Gardens, 

Glasnevin.  

Attendance: 25.  

Apologies: Bob Bradshaw, Larry May, 

Petra Janssen, Joan Newport.  

The Meeting commenced at 8.05 p.m. 

 

Minutes of the 2007 AGM were read 

by Mary Bradshaw (Hon.Sec.).   

 

Matters Arising:  There was one matter 

arising from the minutes: Tom Pether-

bridge pointed out that the sum of 

money mentioned in the minutes, 

(ú3,000) was the turnover from the No-

vember 2007 trip to Wales, not a profit.  

The Minutes were proposed by Hylda 

Beckett and seconded by Ulli Peiler.  

 

Chairmanôs Report.  

Brendan Sayers welcomed members to 

the 7th AGM of the Irish Orchid Society. 

He spoke first of the many occasions on 

which the society had met in the previ-

ous year, to listen to invited speakers, to 

members, for educational events and for 

field trips. The Society participated once 

more in the Dublin Orchid Fair at the 

National Botanic Gardens where it 

gave advice to amateur growers and 

beginners and attracted new members. 

This event is a showcase for the Society 

and Brendan thanked all members who 

gave their time organising the stand, 

manning the stand and participating in 

the show. There were some remarkable 

plants on display indicating that there 

are capable and adventurous growers in 

the country.  

 

Our visiting speakers were Richard 

Warren from the Equatorial Plant Com-

pany who spoke about the orchids of the 

Atlantic Rainforest of Brazil and Maren 

Talbot who spoke on British and Irish 

native orchids. Our own members have 

not been shy in talking either and have 

addressed us singly or in groups at 

Membersô Nights. Brendan thanked all 

members who did so. Some of our mem-

bers attended the World Orchid Con-

gress in Miami, FL, more about which 

we would hear later. It is interesting to 

have first hand reports of these events 

and also a positive thing for the Society 

to be represented at International Meet-

ings. 

 

The mouthpiece of the Society is our 

newsletter, Pollinia. It has gone from 

strength to strength in the past year and 

is now edited by Larry May. Larry has 

stamped his personality on the newslet-

ter. The newsletter is an important part 

of the Society as it reaches members 

who are unable to attend meetings for 

various reasons. The editor is always on 

the lookout for articles from members so 

please do not disappoint him. 

  

Membership of the Society is currently 

at 150. To remain viable at the current 

rates of membership fee the Society 

needs to remain at this number or more. 

Members should consider giving Gift 

Membership to friends or family as a 

way of helping their society.  

 2008 AGM and Treasurer's Report 

Minutes of the Irish Orchid Society 2008 AGM 
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The Committee currently comprises nine members, some of which are due to 

change. Their contribution to the organisation of events and running the Societyôs 

chores cannot be underestimated and the chairman thanked the committee for their 

efforts on behalf of all members. Treasurer Tom Petherbridge is currently taking a 

step back but has already prepared Mary Flynn who was co-opted onto the commit-

tee for the role of Treasurer. Brendan thanked Tom most sincerely for his work on 

behalf of the IOS and for leaving a set of accounts that are impeccable by any stan-

dards. 

 

So to the future.  The Society has developed a set of events that fit into a yearly 

schedule. They are selected in an effort to satisfy the whole membership from begin-

ner to keen amateur. There is a social element as well and we try to keep interest and 

gain knowledge by inviting speakers to address the Society. Any suggestions as to 

how to improve deficiencies are always welcome.   

 

Brendan concluded by thanking the Chairman of the National Botanic Gardens, Dr. 

Peter Wyse- Jackson for welcoming the IOS and allowing us to use its facilities for 

our meetings. He confirmed the dates for the Societyôs summer field trips as follows: 

Tuesday, June 23rd trip to Bull Island and Saturday, July 12th trip to Mullaghmore, 

Co. Sligo and Sunday, July 13th trip to The Burren commencing in Ballyvaughan.  

 

Treasurerôs Report (summary) Tom Petherbridge presented the Income and  

Expenditure reports for 2007-2008. He made the following comments: We have 

€6,755 in the bank with all bills paid. Our subscription income is €2,000. Member-

ship currently is 150. Last year it was 180. We should expect a fluctuation of around 

30 members per annum. Members who join at the Orchid Fair are usually but not 

always ñImpulse Joinersò. Michael OôLearyôs raffles at monthly meetings are vital 

to generate income. The true income from the former Big Raffle was ú300. We are 

publishing Pollinia four times per annum and this with stamps is costing a lot. 

(Pollinia cost ú1,518 and stamps ú452.) When hiring speakers whether local or 

foreign we should agree all moneys in advance. The Treasurerôs Report was 

proposed by Ulli Peiler and seconded by Tom Doran. 

 

Election of Committee Members  

 

Mary Flynn was proposed as Treasurer by Brendan Sayers and seconded by Una 

Breathnach. 

 

AOB 

Tom Petherbridge asked the meeting whether we should continue with the large and 

small raffles. Olwyn Lanigan wondered if we should have a raffle if the attendance 

at a particular meeting is small.  It seems they are necessary.  
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Tom Petherbridge said that the Tatton Park orchid event should be attended. A bus 

would have been very convenient as buses get priority on the boat. If we consider 

going again we should organise it well in advance, perhaps in October for June.  

 

Ulli Peiler mentioned that a trip to Italy would also take place in early June. Perhaps 

we should not try to organise two trips simultaneously. Maybe that is why neither trip 

happened in 2008 as members could not make up their minds?  

 

Noreen Mulligan commented that Tatton Park was held all in one marquee. There 

were lovely displays and it was not too crowded. She felt that our own Glasnevin 

Orchid Fair also looked very well.  

 

Tom Doran said that Le Cour des Orchidees currently has a very good catalogue 

with low prices.  

 

Scott Mac Naughton wanted to draw our attention to the annual orchid event at 

Peterborough just north of Stansted airport.  

 

Mary Bradshaw pointed out that an orchid fair was scheduled to take place on 

16/08/2008 at Colemanôs Garden Centre, Templepatrick, Co. Down.  

 

Brendan asked Tom Doran to research the possibility of a trip to Le Cour des  

Orchidees  and Scott to do likewise for Peterborough.  

 

Paddy Carr was interested in the trip to Mullaghmore. Brendan spoke of the com-

monage there as a marvellous site for native orchids.  

 

Tom Doran requested that phone numbers be given to the secretary so that members 

may be notified in the event of bereavement. 

 

The meeting concluded at 9.50 p.m.  

 

There followed a presentation by Scott MacNaughton and Mary Bradshaw on their 

experiences of the World Orchid Conference, Miami, in January 2008.  

 

MARY BRADSHAW 
Hon. Secretary 
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Continued from Page 7 

 

The Voi forest, in Dong Hy, Thai Nguyen, was once famous for its many kinds of 

precious orchids. It is now nearly empty as the precious forest orchids have disap-

peared. 

 

According to Hoang Thi Yen from Dong Hy, those who survive on selling orchids 

now have to travel to remote mountainous regions. "The job is much more difficult 

than it was 10 years ago because the source of orchids has been exhausted." 

"If forest orchids continue to be sold on the streets so much, in 10 years our children 

will only be able to see forest orchids on television or in pictures," said Ngo Thanh 

Huong, one customer. 

 

Preserving the flowers 
To preserve the Vietnamese orchids, a web site was recently set up to unite all or-

chid lovers www.hoalanvietnam.org. The site hosts a number of articles explaining 

how to plant orchids, provides information on orchids festivals in the world, and 

displays various pictures of orchids. 

 

The movement to harvest orchids is now flourishing throughout provinces and cities 

in Viet Nam, with thousands of people taking part. Most provinces and cities have 

even formed their own orchid associations. The Ha Noi Orchid Association alone 

has around five clubs with hundreds of members. 

 

According to Doctor Nguyen Tien Hiep, director of the National Centre for Natural 

Science and Technology under the Vietnamese Academy of Science and Technol-

ogy, the best way to preserve orchids is to cultivate the various species. 

 

"To multiply some species of forest orchids, the most ideal way is that the genes are 

taken from the seeds of fruits of parents orchids and sowed in test tubes. 

 

"The advantage of this method is that we can create at the same time many small 

plants from a single sowed pollen," Hiep said. ð VNS 

 

Source: http://vietnamnews.vnagency.com.vn/showarticle.php?num=02CUL070808 

FLOWERLESS FORESTS  

Go raibh maith agat  to MARY BRADSHAW 

 

Mary wins the book prize for her contributions to this issue (and many other issues.) 

 

The books are given by the Editor, not by the Society.  The Editor will do almost 

anything to get IOS Members to contribute to Pollinia.  May we have your article? 

http://www.hoalanvietnam.org
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TIGER ORCHID (Grammatophyllum speciosum) 

 

A rare tiger orchid, the world's largest orchid, is now in bloom at Brooklyn Botanic 

Garden (BBG). Uncommon in nature and rarely found in cultivation, the tiger orchid 

(Grammatophyllum speciosum) is usually found growing in the branch bark ridges of 

large trees and can be up to 15 feet in length; the largest single plant on record had a 

mass of two tons. A native of the hot, humid tropical forests of Malaysia, Sumatra, 

and New Guinea, this orchid is known for its magnificent displays when in flower, 

but this is a rare treat, as it blooms only once every two to five years. It last  

blossomed at BBG in January 2003. 

 

The flowers of the tiger orchid, which is also known as the sugarcane orchid in its 

native regions, are long-lasting, and the plant can remain in bloom for up to two 

months. The flowers, yellow or cream-colored with chocolate brown or dark red 

spots, may reach six inches across. The flower stems (inflorescences) often reach  

six to nine feet in length and have 60 to 100 flowers per spike. The genus name 

Grammatophyllum is derived from the Greek words for "grass" and "leaf," for the 

orchid's resemblance to grass or sugarcane. 

 

Brooklyn Botanic Garden's specimen is blooming for the second time since it was 

donated to the garden by a volunteer in 1998. It can be seen in the Robert W. Wilson 

Aquatic House in the Steinhardt Conservatory, where it is suspended over a shallow 

pool in a large wooden basket. Its flower stem is approximately seven feet long and 

in full bloom. The orchid itself is 12 feet in diameter and weighs approximately 200 

pounds. ♦ 

Tiger Orchid  
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Asian Bee Orchid Relocates 

Orchid Territory: A Comic Novel 

 

This novel by Mary Motes is certainly a comic approach to our orchid world. On a practical 

note, there are tips, sprinkled here and there, on growing orchids in flask, in pots, and even on 

getting them readied for a show. But this reader cannot help wondering just who the characters 

are in real life for this novel does suggest a wealth of real life experience. Orchid Territory 

takes a light-hearted approach to our hobby and our foibles which seem to be as numerous. 

 

This is an orchid ñBest In Show.ò 

 

311pp.,2006, Redland Press, (vandas@mindspring.com), 25000 Farmlife Road, Redland, Flor-

ida 33031, USA,. Also available at Amazon.com, etc. 

soft cover, Amazon $14.75, ISBN 0-9674343-2-7 

 Continued from Page 11 

 

 

Koptur, who spent hours watching the flowers in a neighbor's yard to see if anything 

showed up to pollinate them, suggests ants. 

 

Pemberton disagrees. ''Ant pollination of orchids is very rare,'' he said. ``Most ants 

groom themselves with secretions from glands on the sides of their thorax. Those 

secretions contain an antifungal material that kills pollen.'' 

 

Pemberton proposes that the pollinator may be a bee. The lip of the flower not only 

has colored stripes that usually are landing guides for bees, but it also has mini  

structures that stick up like the tiniest of fingers, which are attractive to bees. 

 

Once pollinated, the flowers form seed pods, the seeds find the right fungi to 

germinate and off they go, producing new plantlets in 

another yard. 

 

If one of these Eulophia graminea (graminea means 

its leaves resembles grass) takes root in your yard, 

here's what to do. Pull up a chair, take out your iPod 

and join the pollination watch. 

 

We're making science history here. ♦ 

 

http://www.miamiherald.com/457/story/594330.html 

 

Courtesy of orchidist Mr David Trussell, Miami, FL 
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ONCIDIUM 

 
What is the ñrealò name of that Oncidium? 

 

Popcorn orchid  Oncidium altissimum 

Yellow bee Oncidium ampliatum 

Turtle shell orchid  Oncidium ampliatum var. majus 

Dancing girls orchid Oncidium boissiense 

Rat-tail orchid Oncidium cebollata  

Bee orchid Oncidium henekenii 

Little tarantula orchid Oncidium henekenii  

Cedros Bee Oncidium lanceanum  

Unicorn Oncidium longicornu 

Bee Swarm Oncidium luridum  

Mule Ear Oncidium luridum  

Goatôs Milk Oncidium onustum 

Bird-beak Oncidium ornithorhynchum 

Dancing Doll Oncidium Pusillum 

Butterfly Oncidium papilio  

Popcorn Oncidium sphacelatum  

Dancing Girls Oncidium splendidum 

Tiger Oncidium splendidum 

Flower of the Dead Oncidium tigrinum 

 

 

 Oncidiums 

     ONCIDIUM, abbreviated as Onc  is a genus 

that contains about 330 species of orchids from 

the subfamily Epidendroideae of the orchid 

family (Orchidaceae). This is a complex, diffi-

cult genus, with many species being reclassi-

fied. Calls are made for splitting this genus into 

multiple genera. 

     This genus was first described by Olof 

Swartz in 1800 with the orchid Oncidium altis-

simum, which has become the type species. Its 

name is derived from the Greek word "onkos", 

meaning "swelling". This refers to the callus at 

the lower lip. 

 



The  Irish  Orchid Society                                                                       October 2008 

 

28                                 28 

 

 
HALF A LIFETIME OF ORCHID GROWING 

 
ON SEPTEMBER 1 2008, Gary Firth addressed the Society with a talk entitled ñHalf a  

lifetime of orchid growing.ò During the talk Gary gave a brief look at the experiences he has 

had over the last thirty years beginning with the two Cymbidium backbulbs he purchased at 

the flower market in Funchal, Madeira. This started his love affair with orchids and he and his 

wife Maria, who was responsible for the photography, joined the Orchid Society of Great 

Britain. Gary is now the owner of three glasshouses, on forty foot long which houses the warm 

and intermediate orchids. In the warm section he grows Epipdendrum brassavolae along with 

various Phalaenopsis species. He illustrated with a very fine specimen of Phalaenopsis fas-

ciata from the Philippines. Another noteworthy mention was a Vanda x Neofinetia falcata. 

The Neofinetia parent keeps the plants small and the flowers are of a shade of blue from the 

Vanda parent.  

 

The Intermediate house was filled with various Oncidium, Odontoglossum, Zygopetalum  

and Dendrobium. Special mention was made of Gongora which Gary specialises in and other 

notable plants illustrated were Dendrobium lawesii and Sarcochilus FitzHart, a hybrid  

between the two species of Australian Sarcochilus, S. fitzgeraldii and S. hartmanii.  

 

A mention from the audience brought attention to the fact that the Fitzgerald in the Sarcoglot-

tis name is in honour of Robert David Fitzgerald, a native Tralee. Co. Kerry man who was 

the father of Australia orchidology. Gary also illustrated some of the small Peurothallids such 

as Barbosella prorepens and also a lovely Habenaria radiata with a lip resembling a white 

dove. The tubers for this plant were purchased from Thompson and Morgané keep a look 

out!   

 

The most interesting and encouraging part of the lecture was the details of growing conditions 

and cultural methods employed by Gary. Mounted plants were the norm and in some cases the 

mounts had completely decayed and the plants were self sustaining. Another fine example of 

this was a large Dendrobium hercoglossum still in a small clay pot which was hung almost 

upside down to accommodate the trailing nature of the plant. Many plants were grown on 

moss poles and to begin with Gary places a small cup at the base of the sphagnum pole to act 

as a reservoir and also to stop the moss from falling out. Watering was carried out with rain 

water and fertiliser used was hydroponic based, a method Gary employs for his vegetable 

growing. 

 

Gary Firth gave a generous talk, holding back no secrets and was fantastically encouraging. 

To finish I will mention two plants that were exceptional examples. The first, the Cymbidium 

from Funchal which Gary still grows and flowers each year and second a plants of Oerstedella 

centradenia which was grown on a six foot tall moss pole. This latter plant won Gary Best in 

Show a few times around and was a superb example of what can be done with an individual 

plant over decade of growing. 

 

Gary ended with an encouragement to all to attend the largest orchid show in Britain, the 

Peterborough Orchid Show on September 21 and 22, 2009.  

 

 

 

Gary Firth Lecture 



Pollinia                                                                                                          October 2008 

 

 
                                                                                                                               29 

CALENDAR  

OF 

EVENTS 

 

October 6, Monday - Members night 

 

This is another opportunity for members to show 

their success and failures. Any member who wishes 

to have an allotted amount of time to address the 

meeting should make their intention known to the 

Secretary, Mary Bradshaw. 

 

 

November 3, Monday ï Orchids of Cuba  

 

The current Chairman  Brendan Sayers  will show 

some slides from his earlier trip to Cuba as part of 

the Caribbean Gardens for Conservation Confer-

ence. The talk will highlight the orchids of Cuba 

along with conservation efforts for their endangered 

and threatened species. 

 

 

December 1, Monday - Members festivity night 

 

To wind up the calendar year the Society hosts 

members to some light refreshments along with the 

now traditional quiz. 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

Irish Orchid Society  
www.irishorchidsociety.org 

Å 
POLLINIA 

www.pollinia.org 
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Questions and Answers 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTION:  
 
My specific problem last Spring was what looked like greenfly on a recently pur-

chased very large but healthy Cymbidium. Lots of small yellow-green insects which 

seemed to appear overnight and to suck sap or sugar from the BACK of open  

flowers. There was no trace of anything on the long strappy leaves. I was afraid to 

spray in case that damaged or stained the open flowers. Left alone the insects were  

definitely weakening the flowers, were unsightly and starting to drop off and go 

hunting for more food to colonise. So I rubbed them off with my fingers  é.. It took 

several attempts to reduce the numbers and more to clear them off almost com-

pletely. 

 

OLWYN  LANIGAN 
 
 
 

ANSWER: 
The insects were indeed greenfly, which can come in a variety of colours. In spring, 

greenfly can reproduce by parthenogenesis, females giving birth to large amounts of 

live offspring which can increase numbers dramatically and cause severe damage to 

plants. Cymbidiums can produce nectar on the flower stem to reward ants that will 

patrol the flower stem and deal with any herbivores that will cause damage. This trait 

has been passed to hybrids that are commonly grown today. 

 

A mild spray with some detergent mixed with water will remove the waxy coating on 

the insects and allow them to desiccate. The option of physically removing the  

insects, though tedious, does eliminate the sensitivity of the flowers to any spray. 

 

BRENDAN SAYERS 

 

Your Questions and Answers 

PLEASE EMAIL YOUR QUESTIONS TO:  editor@pollinia.org 
OR POST TO:  
Laurence May, Bellarush, Castlebaldwin via Boyle,,  
Co. Sligo 

ǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Little Brook Farm,  Stryt Isa,  
Pen-y-ffordd,  Chester,  CH4 0JY 
Phone/Fax: +44 (0)1978 762454        
E-mail: info@devaorchids.co.uk 
Web: http://www.devaorchids.com 
Chrisôs Mobile Number :-  0044-7725760993 

NURSERY LOCATED 75 MINS FROM HOLYHEAD PORT along the North Wales Expressway, 
the A55 and 8 miles west of Chester and 2 miles south of the A55. Why not pay us a 

visit when you next ferry to the UK. We are your NEAREST orchid nursery! 
 

WIDE RANGE OF SPECIES & HYBRIDS, YOUNG PLANTS TO MATURE SPECIMENS. SPE-
CIALIST Orchid Pots, Composts and Sundries. 

 
STOCK LISTS available September to April.  Mail order service to Ireland at cost. Current 

list (July 2006) is available. Drop a line, email or fax, and we will post one off. 
 

SHOWS. We attend the Irish Garden Heaven Show in June and the Glasnevin Orchid Fair.  
We are always willing to bring ordered plants to either of these events. 

 
EASY PAYMENTS by Credit/Debit Card, Sterling or Euro cheque, Sterling or Euro cash. 

 
YOUNG PLANT SPECIES. (see our July listing for varieties) Potted in 9cm pots and priced 
£6 each or 5 for £25. some are flowering sized whilst some may be 3 or 4 years to flower.  

 

For a wide range of unusual species and 
popular hybrids please ask for our colour brochure. 

 For an even wider and more up to date list of plants, books, sundries, gifts etc 
visit our web site www.orchids.uk.com 

   We will be pleased to ship to Ireland, contact us for a quote or get together with 
your orchid friends to share the cost of delivery. 

 

Forches Cross, Newton Abbot, Devon, England, TQ12 6PZ. 
Tel: +44 1626 352233   mail@orchids.uk.com 

Are pleased to be regular 

visitors to the  

Dublin Orchid Fair! 

http://www.orchids.uk.com/
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