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Burmadéds Vanishing Orchids 3

PRACHUAP KHIRI KHAN, Thailandd The orchid
market at Dan Singkhon in southern Thailand attracts
thousands of enthusiasts, v
that their love for these exotic plants is threatening
many species with extinction.

Many of the threatened orchids come from the forests of
nearby Burma, imported at small cost with the coopera-
tion of Burmese and Thai border officials.

The Dan Singkhon market has been attracting collectors
of orchids and other wild plants for more than a decade.
The football fieldsize market takes place every Friday,
Saturday and Sunday.

BURMAO S Thai customs authorities at the nearby Burmese border

charge an average of 10 baht (30 US Cents) per im-
VANISHING ported plant, which can range from a simple orchid to
ORCHIDS an example of the worldods

checks are made of the imported plants, many of which
are on lists of protected and endangered species.

One international expert, Jeffrey Wood, curator of the
orchid herbarium of the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew,

in Britain, examined photographs of the plants on sale at
the Dan Singkhon mar ket anc
to see such a large variety of species being stripped off
the trees in Burma. A lot of these species wouldn't sur-
vive, since they come from the mountains. It is very
damaging to the local orchid flora.

Ailtds | i ke the days back i
nurseries used to send out collectors and they used to
strip an area bare. The sa

remoter parts of Burma. oo

Another expert, J F Maxwell, curator of the Chiang Mai
University Herbarium, said many of the imported plants
failed to survive when removed from their natural
habitat.

Pollinia Volume 8, Issue 1



4 Burmads Vanishing

iPl ants have been around | onger than p
is revolting, especially if it i s bast
joined Wood in identifying the flora on sale at the Dan Singkhon market, using photo
documentation.

Burma and Thailand are signatories to the Convention on the Elimination of Trade in
Endangered Species (CITES), which bans or restricts trading in all wild orchid spe-
cies. Burma signed CITES in 1997 and management of the treaty is under the coun-
tryés Ministry of Forestry. Thailand si

The majority of the wild orchids on sale in the Dan Singkhon market are listed in
either appendix 1 or 2 of CITES. Appendix 1 species are endangered with extinction
and trade is virtually prohibited. Species listed in appendix 2 species are judged to be
also under threat and trade is highly regulated.

Among orchids listed in appendix 1 are those of the orchid geapsiopedilum

which experts say could become extinct in Burma unless trade in the plants is
stopped. Fifty Burmese species of tendrobiumgenus are also listed by CITES as
endangereddan i ndication of the great vari e
forests.

The Irish Orchid Society October 2009



Burmads Vanishing Orchids

Experts point out that these orchids come from very delicate ecosystems and are
unlikely to survive when replanted.

iMost die during their first dry seaso
die probably because of microrhiza dysfunction. They simply can't cope away from
their native niche, the epiphytic ones may linger around for longer, but most do not
survive.

Those who purchase wild plants are not

Many merchants make fraudulent claims about the plants they are selling, often
identifying them with false names and photos. Dormant, unflowering plants are also
difficult to identify correctly.

Apart from orchids, many other threatened varieties are on sale at the Dan Singkhon
market, including cycads, which are among the oldest plants on earth and were
common during the time of the dinosaurs more than 200 million years ago. Cycads
reproduce very slowly, so their removal from Burmese forests could lead to their
extinction, Maxwell warned.

iCycads are ancient plants, o Maxwell S
some are still able to hang on in the wild. They usually survive cultivation, but often
have trouble reproducing. 0o

The cycads being sold at the market range from 80 to 120 years old and sell for a
minimum of 100 baht(2.)

Examples ofRafflesiat he wor |l dés | argest fl ower,
purchasers oRafflesiabuds stand no chance of seeing their plants thrive, say the
expertsRafflesiaare parasitic and able to survive only on a specific host vine.
Replanted, they have no chance of surviving.

Todd Barkman, a professor of Biological Sciences at Western Michigan University

in the US, said: AThe popul ations of tt
over-collecting could easily lead to local extinction. These species often live in tropi-
cal habitat that is often converted to cultivation, making the overall amount of habitat
for these species less. So, unless the populations are protected against over
harvesting, they Ilikely have a dim fut

Rafflesiasare not officially documented, adding to the threat they face from being
removed from their natural habitat and transported to Thailand.

Pollinia Volume 8, Issue 1



6 Burmads Vanishing

1 e P ¥
These Burmese forest plants are doomed to die in Thai gardens. (Photo: Violet Cho)

Most of the merchants at Dan Singkhon are Burmese nationals from Mot Tow vil-
lage, Tennaserim Division, whose livelihood depends on the trade in endangered
plants.

Ma Khaing, who has been selling orchids at the market for more than a year said
she earns at |l east 200 baht (04) per d
in rare plants but argue that they need the money because of the harsh economic
conditions in Burma.

A migrant Burmese laborer said the orchids that grew around his village were
disappearing rapidly and traders had to penetrate ever deeper into the forest to find
them. Dz

VIOLET CHO
The Irrawaddy Magazine,

PO Box 242, Chiang Mai University Post Office,
Chiang Mai 50202, Thailand
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An Mullach Mér 7

UNDER BARE BEN BULBEN - THE SLIGO FIELD TRIP

fCast a cold eye On I|Iife, on death. Ho
Hold on, wait a minute!, stop the horse, is th&Xatylorhiza viridisl see?

| felt it was high time that | investigated the much talked about annual IOS field trip
to Yeats country.

So | railed it up to Sligo town where | stayed the day before in a bed and breakfast.
The landlady was astonished at hearing the purpose ekmysion for she had

been a keen hill walker in the area all her life and had never known that it was an
orchid hotspot.

Despite the grim forecast, the weather
boathouse, our Mullaghmore rendezvous. Inside there was an othdousmis

between friends reuniting to take part in this traditional rite of summer. As usual, a
feast of food and refreshments was to be had before we ventured out for the serious
business of orchid searching which began in a nearby meadow, as always led by
Brendan.

Within about a milebds walk there was a
which, the fragrant and the frog were first time viewings for me. Yes, | found

that the fragrant orchid was actually deliciously cleagnation scented, just

as Brendandés field guide predicted, b u:
suppose. Further along the damp ground, passing sporadic tufts of Ragged Robin

and Cotton Grass, there were our other favourites including Marsh Helleborine,
Lesser Butterfly, Pyramidal, and Comm8potted orchids and, not to be outdone,
eventually the Bee orchid.

Brendan delivered an educational piece on each, although his efforts were
clearly unappreciated by the three energetic dogs with us who were convinced
that they were the centre of attention and that he was interrupting.

After lunch we travelled along the coast eventually finishing in Strandhill
having seen the Northern Marsh Orchid and sbaetylorhizahybrids but
by then it was time to abandon ship as the rain lashed down.

The real value of any field trip is in the participation and the experience. It
is that alone which makes it special year after year whereas writing merely
repeats what has already been said previously. So | urge you to give it a go
next year. For who could ever put into words the pleasure of seeing the

Pollinia Volume 8, Issue 1



Rarer than a giant panda

curiosity and smiling faces of the children brought along by Moninne Dargan and
her sister. Perhaps they wondt grow up

Thank you everyone in Sligo.

SHANE KERR
[Photos from Field Trip on pages -15]

NORTHUMBERLAND ORCHID RARER THAN A GIANT PANDA

The Lindisfarne Helleborine is an orchid that is found nowhere else on earth and
with only around 300 plants confined to the reserve, there are more giant pandas
than Lindisfarne Helleborines.

Recent genetic research has proved this plant to be sufficiently distinct from its
orchid relatives to merit species status in its own right and was given the scientific
nameEpipactis sancta.

Natural England reserve warden Andrew Craggs said: "Lindisfarne is famous for its
beauty and heritage but it's also a magical place to discover wildlife. The area is
unique in many ways but few people know that here in North East England we have
a plant that grows nowhere else on earth. The Lindisfarne Helleborine is not the
showiest plant in the world, but it is one of the rarest and it's very exciting to have
this special flower growing in the North East."

The Lindisfarne National Nature Reserve is managed by Natural England and covers
more than 3,500 ha of sand dunes, dune slacks, coastal grassland, saltmarsh and tida
mudflats from Cheswick Black Rocks to Budle Point.

Epipactis sancta Epipactis sancta

The Irish Orchid Society October 2009



Barren Orchids 9

HOPE SPRINGS ETERNAL FOR BARREN ORCHIDS

A team of local researchers led by Professor Shenrrfisaif National Chiayi Uni-
versitybdéds Department of Horticulture he
gating Ainfertiled orchids.

A source familiar with the situation seé
bines traditional cutting with biological and procedural techniques, has succeeded in
having female orchids accept pollination.

The team crossed 637 fem&lbalaenopsisvith maleViolaceaeorchids and success-
fully produced a "637 + vio" hybrid, wl
l ow col or, but also the fatherds el egar
it is expected the new variety can be established in seven years time.

Yu Shante, an assistant professor in the department, said some orchids such as the
Mant efon "Red Sky, o0 "Hsionti Nuhai , " "7
ditional grafting techniques and are unable to accept pollination. To date, no one has
focused on female orchid infertility issues, he said.

A patent is pending on the teambs i nno\
new varieties will be possible in the future. This will bring further improvement to
the competitiveness of the islandés hor

Taiwan is known for its butterfly orchids, which are exported to Europe, Japan,
mainland China, South Korea, and the United States. Annual production value of
these flowers reaches NT$3 billion

TAIWAN JOURNAL

Budgeting in a time of recession...and NAMA

' ’3
; R';‘f Aoy
M, THiS ! fita,
y BioGE
NEEPS \
Sonming I
£
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10 Tiny ANo Namebo

TINY ANO NAME® ORCHI

One of the world's smallest orchid is one of the attractions of the 603 hectares
Corporacion Auténoma Regional (CAR) park's natural lagoon Guatavita
Cacique, in Cundinamarca, north of Bogaté, Columbia.

This is a tiny orchid flower which has no more than three millimeters in diameter,
probably belonging to thelatystelegroup, but which has not yet been given a
scientific name. It has an annual flowering, the flower lasting for up to two
months.

Engineer Jorge Cruz, Administrator of the CAR park on the lagoon, said that the
plant grows in the transition of two ecosystems, including forest and high Andean
subparamgabout three thousand meters above the sea level.

He added that the corporation has succeeded over the past five years in recover-
ing the ecological heritage, cultural and historical area of the lagoon, which for
many years was used by people who freely used campfires, horseback

riding, bathing and even discarded laundry carts. Today, the park has reintro-
duced many native fauna to the area, including about 30 species of birds like the
bee hummingbird (one of the smallest in the world).

Cruz said the CAR expects scientists come to study the plant classification and
taxonomy, especially in a program that has the appeal of being in the region of
the famous German botanist and scientist Alexander von Humboldt, who studied
the lagoon in 1801.

[ N. B. Taxonomists differ about this
has been described @entropetalum lanceolatutyy L. O. Williams in 1938,

then was changed feernandezi Dunsterville lanceolatsy Garay in 1972. Itis

a common species of high Andean forest, and moors in Columbia and their
distribution is broad and general populations are very stable.

Even at 1/8 of an inch it is not the smallest flower that lives in the forests of the
area.

A Colombian taxonomist wrote that that the illustrated speciEsrisandezia
sanguineavhich has been described years dgrnandezia sanguingaindl.)
Garay & Dunst. Venez. Orchids Ill. 5: 126 (1972).

According to the same scienti§grnandezia sanguinda not one of the smallest

species. The journ&®rquideologia recentlyreported a new species in the area,
Pachyphyllundebedoutiiwhich it considers a true miniature.

The Irish Orchid Society October 2009
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Tiny ANo Nameo Orchid 11

Then again, absent a Guinness Boo
Orchid Records, other taxonomists s
that the worl dbs
Platystele jungermannioideshich has
flowers only half a millimeter or one
fiftieth of an inch in diameter. The
entire plant is only about a quarter ofh.i_;_ 2
inch or half a centimeter tall. They |©*
grow naturally in the cloud forests in |-
Central America, principally in Costa &
Rica. The flower is a pale greenish
color with a purple lip. You'll need a
magnifying glass, however. Editor]

POLICE HUNT WILD ORCHID DIGGERS

A police investigation is under way after wild orchids were dug up from a woodland
in the south of Scotland.

The flowers had been placed in bags for their removal when they were found at
Dalry near Castle Douglas in Dumfries and Galloway on Sunday.

Police have warned the public that wild orchids are a protected species under Scot-
tish and European legislation.

They have asked anyone who may have seen the plants being uprooted to contact
them with information.

Pc Neil Moffat said: "Wild orchids are a species of plant which are protected by
European and national legislation.

"It is an offence under the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 to 'deliberately
or recklessly pick, collect, cut, uproot or destroy a wild plant'.

"Scottish Natural Heritage hold all relevant information regarding what wild flowers
or plants may be and which should not be taken from the wild."

He added that general advice from SNH was to avoid picking any wild flowers.

Pollinia Volume 8, Issue 1



12 A Smelly Trick

ORCHID LURES POLLINATING WASPS WITH PROMISE OF
FRESH MEAT

A common wasp on a foraging mission catches an enticing scent on the breeze. It's a
set of chemicals given off by plants that are besieged by hungry insects and it means
that there is food nearby for the wasp's gruteterpillars. The wasp tracks the smell

to its source a flower- and while it finds nectar, there are no caterpillars and it

leaves emptynandibled. The smell was a trick, used to dupe the wasp into becom-
ing a unwitting pollinator for the brodéaved Helleborine.

The broadeaved HelleborineEpipactis helleboringis an orchid that grows
throughout Europe and Asia. It is but one deceiver in a family that is rife with them.

About 10,000 species of orchids trick polli-
nators into visiting their flowers.

Some attract males by mimicking the sight
and smells of females. Others resemble or-
chid species that provide rich nectar rewards,
while providing none themselves. But while
thousands of species offer the potential for
sex or food, only the brodeéaved Helle-
borine advertises itself by promising fresh
meat.

Darwin himself noted that even though the
Helleborine packs a substantial reservoir of

] nectar, it is pollinated by only two species of
insects- the common wasp and the European
wasp.

Until now, no one knew how the orchid was
attracting its pollinators. Jennifer Brodmann
from the Univ. of UIm in Germany solved
the mystery by testing how wasps responded to the smells and sights of orchids.

She found that the smell of the Helleborine alone attracted just as many wasps as the
whole flowers. In contrast, the sight of a flower in a glass box that didn't let any
scents through was far less attractive. Luring wasps with odours makes sense for the
Helleborine, for it grows in shady parts of dark coniferous forests, where they are
difficult to see.

The Irish Orchid Society October 2009
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A Smelly Trick 13

A smelly trick

Brodmann used gas chromatography to analyse the chemicals released by the flower,
and recorded the electrical responses of wasp antennae as the scents wafted over
them. She detected several organic molecules such as hexanal and hexyl acetate that
are collectively known as "gredeaf volatiles".

They are produced by other plants when they are set upon by insects and those of the
cabbage, for example, responds to caterpillar infestations by producing a very simi-
lar spectrum of chemicals to the Helleborine.

In these other plants, gredgaf volatiles are a call for reinforcements. They summon
predatory insects that feast on the caterpillars, or parasitoids that use them as living
larders for their own eggs. Common wasps are no exception. By placing them in a
Y -shaped tube with different scents at the prongs, Brodmann found that wasps were
consistently drawn to the smell of Helleborines over empty chambers. They even
preferred chambers containing synthetic mixtures of the gezdvolatiles released

by the orchids. Any wasp that is duped into visiting a Helleborine flower still re-
ceives a drink of nectar for its troubles. In the future, it may associate the smell of
greenleaf volatiles with a sugary reward, and be more likely to visit flowers of the
same species. That suits the Helleborine, which receives a specific pollination
service.

By releasing the right chemicals, the brdeadved Helleborine has effectively
hijacked the lines of communication that other plants use to recruit wasps. It's the
first species known to do this, but unlikely to be the only one.

Brodmann also found that the closely related purple HellebdEpipéctis purpu-
rata), which is also pollinated by wasps, produces similar levels of deaévola-
tiles.

On the other hand, a third species from the same genus, the royal
Helleborine Epipactis atroruben)s which are pollinated by bees,
releases few if any of these chemicals.. The strategy seems to only work on wasps.

Reference:BRODMANN, J., TWELE, R., FRANCKE, W., HOLZLER, G., ZHANG, Q.,
AYASSE, M. (2008) . -LeaDVolathes td Attrabt Prettlunting@Vasps n
f or Pol CurrentBiology BOI:0.1016/j.cub.2008.04.040
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14 New Irish Orchid Society Website

10S WEBSITE RELAUNCHED

| am pleased to announce that the 10S websitew(.irishorchidsociety.orghas
been completely redesigned; the updat ec

The themes from the original version nobly constructed by Sean Phelan several years
ago have been expanded and embellished and | would like to thank him for assisting
in the technical transfer of the site.

The society is particularly indebted to Lisa Coffey, a member who volunteered her
skills as a web designer and who guided me on the written content and general
presentation and whose creativity and suggestions has resulted in something well
beyond what | had initially envisaged.

On your behal f | al so extend gratitude
Phelan for their contribution of stunning photographs and to Susan Sex for

providing one of her superb watercolours to exhibit. | would also like to offer appre-
ciation to Larry May for updating theww.pollinia.orgwebsite which has enhanced

the main website.

| hope you can take pride in that we now, in all modesty, have the best orchid society
website in Europe and which will be an invaluable asset in educating website visitors
and promoting the society for years to come.

FUNDRAISING

The |l egendary Michael O6éLeary is steppi
after many years of unselfish dedication. | always thought Michael with his stream of
money making ideas would surely have won over Sir Alan Sugar if he had appeared
on the AApprenticeo.

It is solely down to Michael that the society has remained financially viable and |
know that everyone deeply appreciates how much this waarted, modest
gentleman has done on their behalf.

SHANE KERR

IRISH ORCHID SOCIETY
www.irishorchidsociety.org

POLLINIA
www.pollinia.org
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Common Spotted Orchid

Common Twayblade Marsh HéllEborine

Photos by Ika Peiler
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Sixspot Burnet moth
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o

LEAF NO STONE UNTURNELD

Fragrant Orchid
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18 Milk Lemonade

Many Members on the I0S Mullaghmore
expedition enjoyed the Milk Lemonade

served at Lomax Boathouse, courtesy of

Patrick Hall of Co. Sligo. Patrick is better
known as an artist than a chef, and allows
that he used the recirg
bookGood Things Of course, using this
recipe only enhances F
abilities and reputation.

Jane Grigson, wife of the poet Geoffrey Grigson and herself a famous writer and
cook, described the milk | emonade as .
century we prefer, not to the north of England and its whitened doorsteps. Its light,
interesting flavor was popular on vicarage lawns, under the cedars on hot days of
middle-class leisure. In our more strenuous lives, it makes an excellent longddrink
very refreshing. o

In response to several requests, Patrick kindly provided the recipe.

MILK LEMONADE

3 lemons

2 cups (1 pint) dry white wine

1 Ib caster sugar

6 cups (3 pints) whole milk, unpasteurized if you can find it.

Peel the lemons thinly and put the peel in a large bowl. Pour 1/4 pint (1/2 cup)
boiling water over the peel. Leave overnight. Next day, add the juice of two of the
lemons, the wine and the sugar. Bring the milk to the boiling point and add quickly
to the other ingredients. Leave to cool.

As the milk will have turned to curds and whey, the lemonade must be strained
through a cheesecloth pr muslin two or three times until perfectl
clear.

Taste and add the juice from the third lemon, if required. Ser
well chilled.

Some versions substitute 1/2 cup of sherry for the white wine
sherry may be too intrusive for most.

The Irish Orchid Society October 2009



Letter From the Chairman 19

HI EVERYBODY!

Dear Irish Orchid Society Members and friends,

I am privileged to become your new chairman amongst so many members who have
contributed much more than | to the society. Thank you for your confidence.

My predecessors, Brendan Sayers and Sean Phelan have been inspirational to every-
one including myself and | will try my utmost to take on their balancing act of

making the society interesting to the experienced grower whilst not alienating the
complete beginner.

I have an unquenchable passion for natural history and as for orchids; well they fill
me with as much joy and wonder today as when | first began growing them, 25 years
ago. | can think of few other hobbies that have such an infinite diversity of subject
matter and none that have universally captured the imagination to such a degree
down through the ages.

Anyway, before | get carried away! My first objective will be to revamp the society
website which should be+aunched by November. This will be used to promote the
society particularly through the gardening press where we will also, at the appropri-
ate time, publicise th8pring Orchid Fayre at Glasnevin which is our main forum

for meeting the public. | hope these efforts will result in a new crop of members and
in particular younger ones.

Although above all the focus of the society must be about the sharing of knowledge
and building of friendships, | have the responsibility of ensuring that it remains fi-
nancially viable as well and we all should appreciate the importance of fundraising
as a means to keeping us afloat. | will monitor this carefully during the year ahead.

| look forward to meeting you and no doubt engaging in banter at those lively
monthly gatherings at Glasnevin and working with Marie, Scott, Mary and Olwyn on
the committee and Larry up in the weghg. For those of you outside of Dublin or
others who cannot usually attend events, | want to warmly thank you for your loyalty
and | hope that someday soon youdll targ

Finally, please remember that as a society member you are not a spectator, you are a
participant so |l etds together make next

Go raibh mile maith agaibh go leir le haghaidh an onoir seo.

SHANE KERR

Pollinia Volume 8, Issue 1
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WEBSITE DEDICATED TO RARE ORCHID

Website dedicated to rare orchid

A website has been launched in a bid to record locations of an increasingly rare
orchid.

Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) said the west of Scotland was considered a strong-
hold for the lesser butterfly orchid.

Its numbers have "declined significantly” across the UK, the government agency
said.

The public may send locations of where they find it to the websitev.snh.org.uk/
orchid2009/.

Plantlife Scotland, theBotanical Society of the British Islesand theRoyal Botani-
cal GardensEdinburgh are helping to gather information about the orchid's ecology
and distribution.

SNH's plant specialist Robin Payne said: "We're grateful to all those who have taken
part in the survey and submitted records on the website so far. Now that we know so
much more about the lesser butterfly orchid we can take real, well informed action
that will protect and conserve this species."

Lesser butterfly orchids grow on the edges of moorland or in damp grassland, often
along the edge of ditches or even on roadside verges. The slender white flowers
appear from early June through to rigly.

Orchids have been known to be some of the world's best aphrodisiacs. For centuries,
orchid has been used to cure and prevent sexual problems: inadequacy, performa
illnesses and infections. Historically, the Chinese were the first to use and document tt
use of orchids as aphrodisiacs and as a medicinal plants. Old folk tales and stories (w
may even have a bit of truth to them) have said very similar things about orchids: tf
women and men who regularly inhale the fragrance of these beautiful orchids would ¢
perience increased virility, fertility, and prowess with their significant other (s), making t
women bare many more children and the men take many more wives. Nowadays
course, we know that simply smelling perfume made from orchids, or any flowers for th
matter, won't increase your ability to have a litter of children, though it might in fact in
crease the desire.

Nior bhris focal maith fiacal riamh
A good word never broke a tooth
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Rhizanthella gardneri 21

RHIZANTHELLA GARDNERI

g Rhizanthella gardnerialso known as Western
Underground Orchid, was discovered in the
spring of 1928 in the wheatbelt of Western Aus-
¥ tralia.

Jack Trott had bent to investigate an odd crack
that had appeared in his garden's soil, and had
noticed a sweet smell that arose from the ground.
Scraping away the soil, he soon uncovered a tiny
white flower, about half an inch across, growing
underground. What he had found was an entirely
new type of orchid.

The white leafless plant is made up of a tube

| which produces a flowerhead. Unlike any other
orchid in Australia, the Western Australian
underground orchid remains completely underground for its whole life. Not being

able to obtain the sun's energy, it instead feeds on the broom honey myrtle, a shrub. It
is linked to it by a fungus namddanatephorus gardneri.

This particular orchid is a myeoeterotroph as it relies completely on elaleuca
uncinataand a mycorrhiza fungus for its nutrients and carbon dioxide. Having
received this from the fungus the plant is then able to convert the water, nutrients
and carbon dioxide into the energy needed for growth and maintenance.

The plant blooms in May and June and measuré8Z:m. The flower head contains
8 to 90 small dark maroon flowers.

Rhizanthella gardnenieproduces vegetatively by which it can produce three daugh-
ter plants, as well as sexually. In the latter case the pollinated flower will then take
six months to maturepollination is thought to be effected by some animal species
attracted by the fragrance. The seed is thought to be dispersed by Marsupialia, who
eat the fruit, but substantial findings are hard to come by as only 19 mature speci-
mens of the orchid are known to currently exist in the wild and only 300 specimens
have been collected to date.

Our next issue will feature an article on the Eastern Underground Orchid. The

species Rhizanthella slateri was first discovered on the Alum Mountain, Bulahdelah,
New South Wales in 1931 by Mr. Ernest Slater.
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The supernatural glow of the mysterious ghost orchid is back in the Everglades for
the third year in a row. This flower rarely blooms two years in a row, and was miss-
ing for a dozen years until 2007.

The ghost orchid, of course, is the haunting beauty featured in thélbedRrchid
Thiefand the bizarre movie versioiidaptation Nobody knows why it's suddenly
reappearing so regularly in the Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary after a dozen years of
absence, nor what strange qualities it might have if you actually ingested it.

R.J. Wyley, a photographer from Bonita Springs, has been taking pictures of the
ghost orchid since its first bloom in 2007. He said the orchid gets its name from the
illusion that it is floating in mid air, due to the camouflaged routes the vine takes as it
wraps around a tree.

A rare ghost orchid growing on an ancient bald cypress tree at Corkscrew Swamp
Sanctuary is in bloom for the second consecutive summer, with seven buds likely
visible from the boardwalk for three weeks.

The ghost orchid is an extremely rare, epiphytic orchid that grows without leaves on
the trunks of trees in a small area of Southwest Florida. The plants are usually only
visible to intrepid adventurers.

Visitors to the sanctuary will find spotting scopes for clapeviews. Serious photog-
raphers should bring long lenses, as the plant is growing at a height of about 45 feet
on the trunk of a bald cypress tree located 150 feet from the boardwalk.

Audubonds Corkscrew Swamp SarbBentmmakay i s
lee Road. Hours are 7 am to 7:30 p.m. until Sept. 30.

Typically there are one or two blooms per plant, but there can be as many as 10.
Flowers are white and usuallyl42 to 5 inches in size

A cluster of seven blooming ghost orchids hang from a bald cypress tree roughly
45 feet in the air and 150 feet away from the boardwalk in the Corkscrew Swamp
Sanctuary on Wednesday, July 9, 2008 in Collier County. After 12 years without a
ghost orchid sighting in the preserve, a pair of bird watchers discovered unusually
large cluster of nine the rare and endangered orchid while searching the swamp for
owls on July 7, 2007.

The endangered ghost orchid, known scientificalliPalyrrhiza lindenij only grows
in Southwest Florida and Cuba and normally blooms in clusters of one to three
flowers for about two weeksDz

DAVID ALBERS
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MINUTES OF THE IRISH ORCHID SOCIETY AGM - 2009

Date: 8th June, 2009.

Venue: National Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin.

Apol ogi es: Mairead Donnell vy, Bob Bradst
berg, Martine Tong, J-Redy Laarande Mdy Ullgaad et
Ika Peiler, Peter Daly, Philippa Thomas, Joan Newport. Attendance: 24.

Meeting commenced at 8.10 p.m.
Minutes of the 2008 AGM read by Mary Bradshaw (Hon Sec).

Matters Arising: There were no matters arising from the Minutes. The Minutes
were proposed by Hylda Beckett and seconded by Lauri Best.

Chai r man 6 Breransayers (Outgoing Chairman) welcomed members to
the 8th AGM and his 7th address as chairman. He welcomed the election of a new
chairman to take place this evening and wished him every success. Brendan spoke of
the Societybds participation at the Dubl
increase membership and disseminate advice to orchid growers. He praised the mem-
bers who got i nvolved on those days ar
Show was a little reluctant, it did show the quality and diversity of what is grown in
Irish houses and greenhousesl®p members. This Fair is an important showcase

for our organisation and we need to be involved. Special praise must go to Michael
and Anne 006 L e araiging tatllep selling postcardsf aalendars, and a
raffle which is the single largest income generated for the society other than mem-
bership fees.

Visiting lecturers are always a highlight of our year. It was a pleasure to welcome
Jeff Hutchings of Laneside Alpines. He spoke about the ease of hardy orchid culture
and brought man@€ypripedium spfor sale, plants that are difficult to obtain in

Ireland.

Pollinia, the Society newsletter is the conduit by which countrywide members learn
about what goes on at meetings, field trips, trips abroad, etc. The content and produc-
tion level of the newsletter has increased due to the hard work of Editor, Laurence
May. However, Brendan lamented the lack of content from members on what we are
doing, plants cultivated, successes and failures in growing, lectures, etc. This content
would be of great value to researchers both now and in the future but it can only be
achieved by the input of members. The usual stalwarts who contribiellioia

must again be complimented. The Editor is always on the lookout for articles and
news from members. He welcomes and needs more input from members.
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Membership of the society is currently 130. Membership subscriptions barely allow
the society to function and the already mentioned fundraising allows us to pay for
visiting lecturers. The more members the better and we must encourage new mem-
bers to join. Even in tough economic timl&S membership is good value for

money. Last year the idea of giving Gift Memberships was mentioned and this
should be encouraged.

ThelOS committee currently comprises eight members, some of which are stepping
down this year. Mary Bradshaw steps down after many years of good work. Mary
deserves time to rest before she is hopefully brought back to the committee in

another reincarnation. Committee members organise events and day to day running

of the society. On behalf of all members | would like to express appreciation for all
their efforts. Thank you Mary Flynn, S
Lanigan, Marie Hourigan, Shane Kerr, Mary Bradshaw. Sean Phelan has been an
active member and past Chairman of the society. Earlier this year he resigned from
the committee due to work commitments. It is only right that he be thanked at this
AGM for his work at committee level over the years.

Tom Petherbridge stepped down from the committee in 2008 but has still been active
in organising events. A group of 23 members returned yesterday from an enjoyable
visit to the North of England Orchid Sc
ter. Tom organised and led a very successful event and on behalf of members who
participated | would like to thank him.

Over the last eight AGMs Brendan Sayers has addressed the Society seven times as
Chairman. He considers this as too many occasions. The word Society is derived

from the Latinsocietasmeaning a friendly association with others. The tasks of man-
aging the Society should be shared and though not everyone is cut out for or wishes
to be on committees there is some way all members can contribute. What are most
needed at the moment are more contributions to the newsletter and displays of
orchids grown in Ireland. Having been on the Manchester trip Brendan is aware that
many members are growing a great variety of orchids and not all of them are dying!
The opportunity to show membersé pl ant
in the form of a display table and at
show and put pen to paper for the newsletter.

Treasurerds Report (summary)
Mary Flynn presented the Income and Expenditure Report for-2008.
Subscriptions broughtifl , 5 8 6 . Mi chael O6 Lwg,a40.Cdlen- r af

dars and cards turnediB31. The Manchester trip generatég200. Total income
wasul0,184.
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|

As regards expenditurBplliniac ost (a1, 835. Postage cost 01
Lecturers 0U646. The Manchester trip cost U6
Our current cash available and current soci

The Treasurerbés report was proposed by OI wy
Election of new officers:

Shane Kerr was elected unanimously as the new chairman of the society.
Marie Hourigan was elected unanimously as the new secretary.

A.O.B.

lan Millichip thanked Mary Bradshaw for her contributions over the last seven years to the
newsletter and as secretary.

Hylda Beckett thanked the National Botanic Gardens for playing host to the society and
especially for making its car park available for meeting nights.

Mary Bradshaw asked Brendan Sayers to confi
Island. This was confirmed for 6.30 p.m. on the 23rd June, 2009.

New Chairmanodés Address (summary)

Shane Kerr stated that he took on the mantle of Chairman of the Irish Orchid Society with

great humility. He praised Brendan Sayers as the man who has done more than anyone since
Sir Frederick Moore to popularise orchids in Ireland and thanked him for all his work for the
society over the past eight years.

Shane hopes to instil in members his passion for a hobby that has consumed him for 25 years.
Orchids have given him moments of romance, beauty, enchantment, mystery in the past. Al-
though a scientist by profession Shane does not see orchids just analytically. His hero is the
Nobel laureate (1965) physicist Richard P. Feynman who stated that science adds to, not
subtracts from a personds appreciation of a
wonder about orchids and their pollinators and theiewalution.

Shane wanted to pay tribute to Albert Cooper in Belfast who was the catalyst for his interest in
orchids in 1984.He also sends greetings td\tbithern Ireland Orchid Society of which he

has been member and chairman. He begins his chairmanship©&ly thanking those

members involved in fundraising and finances, in the newsRti#inia, our websites and the
organisation of field trips. Their contribution is invaluable.

Shane will aim as chairman to boost society membership but also to retain our stalwart mem-
bers and their knowl edge. He would Iike to
and thereby attract new members. He will support in any way he can the conservation of our
native species. He wants to educate members and himself along the way. Most of all he wants
to see the joy on members 0f-HowamadplanEinthdhey s h
meanwhile he will settle for our friendship and thanks us again for the honour of serving the
society.

The meeting concluded at 8.50 pm
MARY BRADSHAW

The Irish Orchid Society October 2009



Questions and Answers 27

Q & Your Questions and Answers

Question: How can | best grow Phals?

Temperature: Phalaenopsisenjoy a fairly warm climate. The ideal night tempera-
ture being 62 to 65 degrees Fahrenheit and daytime temperatRdec22

and over. Since this temperature range is similar to that of many homes, it makes an
ideal house plant.

Light & Shade: Light requirements foPhalaenopsisre fairly easy to attain. Light

of 1000 to 1500 foot candles seems to be the ideal intensity. If grown on a window
sill, north exposure proves to be ideal, otherwise, diffused east or west light, but no
direct sun.

Watering: It is important to water youPhalaenopsigarly in the morning. This

insures complete water evaporation on the foliage, as well as the crown, by nightfall.
Do not allow the root system to be dry at any time. Water the plant as it approaches
dryness. Under most growing conditions watering is donelé @ay intervals.

Feeding Phalaenopsisare known for their fast and continual growth. For this
reason, it is important that they are fed on a regular basis. We recommend a half
strength solution of a ¢3-1 ratio) fertilizer every watering. During fall and winter
months, this should be reduced to every second or third watering.

Humidity: Phalaenopsisare a monopodial growth without any psetmdbs to help
store moisture. For this reason, it is important to provide good humidiyQ%is
considered ideal. However, if the plant is kept well watered, it will adapt to a lower
humidity.

Flowering: If your Phalaenopsiss of substantial sizef8 6 pot si ze) , i
flower it 27 3 times a year. After it has flowered the first time, cut the stem approxi-
mately half way back just above the nearest node. From this node a new flower stem
should emerge. Within 120 days, it shoulefloaver.

Potting: Because th@halaenopsiss watered frequently, the potting material is

usually ready for replacement once every year. Spring is generally considered the
best time for transplanting.
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Dublin Orchid Fair
March 2009

Photos courtesy of
Gear i d 060
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30 Calendar of Events

October 5 - Monday 8pm:
My name is Shane and I'm an Orchaholic

Shane Kerr will give a presentation offering his advice,
opinions and confessions on B8 year struggle with
orchid addiction lavished with many photographs from
his plant collection.

November 2- Monday 8pm:
Pleioneand Bletilla Masterclass

Perhaps the two easiest orchid genera to cultivate,
providing a few simple rules are followed. Shane Kerr
will provide information on all that is required to
succeed and will illustrate his talk with examples of
species and hybrids and recommend retail suppliers.

December 7- Monday 8pm:
Christmas Soirée and Review of the Year

CALENDAR Members are invited to bring along snacks to share

OF while relaxing and enjoying an illustrated presentation of
member 6s photos taken from

EVENTS their travels during the year. Digital images for

submission must be with the Chairman before the
November 2nd meeting.

For the most recent information and any changes to the
Calendar, please visit our website.

15th European Orchid
Congress 2009

Dresden, Germany
September 24th to 27th, 2009
www.eoedresden.eu

Ni fuacht go hEarrach is ni teas go Fomhair

There is no cold to compare with the cold of Spring, nor
is there heat to compare with the heat of Autumn
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Are pleased to be regular
visitors to the
Dublin Orchid Fair!

For a wide range of unusual species and
popular hybrids please ask fora@uour brochure.
For an even wider and more up to date list of plants, books, sundries, gifts etc
visit our web site www.orchids.uk.com
We will be pleased to ship to Ireland, contact us for a quote or get together with
your orchid friends to share the cost of delivery.

Forches Cross, Newton Abbot, Devon, England, TQ1!

2 6PZ.

Tel: +44 1626 352233 mail@orchids.uk.com
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HAPPY HALLQO)
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bheidh sé'ag fearthainn i gcon
It won't always be raining




