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(pol-LIN-ee-uh)  
 
The compact packets of pollen 
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Pollinium. 
 
Waxy pollen clumps or grains 
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Pollinia contain the male repro-
ductive cells.  
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SOME RARE  
ORCHIDS  
AND ONE  
RARE CYCAD  
 
 

SOME RARE ORCHIDS 

 

As IOS members know, Orchids are one of the most 

prized flowers in the world. Orchid growing is one of the 

top hobbies of people around the globe. Orchids are 

prized for their glamour and beauty. There are some  

varieties of Orchids that are easy to find but there are 

also those that are extremely rare and often hard to locate 

anywhere. Here are some of the órarestô orchids in the 

world.  

 

Most Asian óSlipper Orchids ó 

Phaenopsis amboinensis flava  

Phalaenopsis appendiculata  

Phalaenopsis speciosa var. tetrapis  

Ophrys sphegodes  

Epidendrum glumarum 

Maxilliara mombarchoensis  

Bulbophyllum hamelinii  

Eulophiella roempleriana  

Angraecum longicalcar  

Aeranthes henrici  

Grammangis spectabilis  

Paphiopedilum rothschildianum  

 

Sad to say but many of these orchids have become rare 

and endangered due to the destruction of their natural 

habitat. 

 

 

Aeranthes henricii 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/64/Aeranthes_henricii.jpg
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OPHRYS SPHEGODES 

 

 

Ophrys sphegodes, commonly known as the Early Spider Orchid, is a species of  

orchid found on alkaline meadows and waste land. It has a distribution that includes 

western and northern Europe extending to parts of southern England but may also be 

found as far east as Corfu and possibly also in southern Spain.  But not Ireland. 

 

The distribution may however be uncertain because of confusion between related 

species. In Britain, it is restricted to parts of Dorset, Hampshire and Kent and is re-

garded as rare although where it is found it may be in stands of many hundreds of 

plants. It is classified as a British Red Data Book plant.  

 

Despite its apparent vulnerability, it has very successfully colonised the chalk spoil 

dumping grounds created near Dover at Samphire Hoe from the excavations of the 

Channel Tunnel. It forms stands of relatively short plants between 30 cm to 40 cm in 

April and May. The flowers have yellow-green sepals and a velvety brown labellum 

with a distinctive H marking so that the flowers much resembles an arthropod and 

especially a spider. 

 

 

Ophrys sphegodes ssp. sipontensis Ophrys sphegodes 

Ophrys sphegodes  
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Ophrys sphegodes 

Ophrys sphegodes 

Ophrys sphegodes  
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CYPRIPEDIUM ROTHSCHILDIANUM  

 

A little old man sat last week in the 20th annual 

International Flower Show at Manhattan's 

Grand Central Palace, quietly watching record 

crowds mill around the long tables of orchid 

exhibits.  

  

He watched the orchids, bright and delicate, 

crumple slowly after four days in the crowd's 

breath. Now & then he eyed particularly a spray 

of big plum-striped orchids, a hybrid whose 

glazed hairy petals crumpled not at all.  

 

This extraordinary flower had equal upper and 

lower petals unlike most orchids, and attenuated 

side petals that fell like walrus mustaches. It 

was Cypripedium rothschildianum, rarest or-

chid at the Show, and it had won the prize as 

the best specimen orchid plant shown by a com-

mercial grower.  

 

The little old man was John Emil Lager, orchid-hunter, aged 72. He had grown the 

Rarest Orchid in his Lager & Hurrell hothouses in Summit, N. J. where grow nothing 

but orchids. Last week his Show entry of 133 plants, 60 varieties, won a special 

award as the finest commercial orchid exhibit.  

 

Orchids grow from Alaska to Argentina in the Western Hemisphere. The best are 

hardest to find, in the jungled Casanare and San Martin regions of Colombia and 

Peru. A good man to find them was Swedish-born John Emil Lager, until the U. S. 

put an embargo on orchids in 1919 because they carry insects. From 1890 until 1908 

he ranged South America for the wild strange blooms from which he has grown rare 

progeny ever sinceðhuge single flowers for debutantes, dowagers and prima don-

nas; smaller ones for fancy gentlemen; orchids in long sprays, in tiny spidery spikes, 

some resembling pansies or dogwood blossoms, some like sweet peas, like pistachio 

candy. Most of John Lager's finest plants were at home last week. Too valuable to be 

entered in shows are the really rare orchids which orchid men guard like crown  

jewels.  

 

John Lager found the world's rarest orchid in 1908. Of a batch of Cattleya gigas he 

had shipped from South America, one astonishingly bloomed Albino. He sold it, the 

only one ever found, to Baron Firmen Lambeau of Belgium for $10,000. Lambeau 

managed to propagate it but it is still the world's rarest known orchid.  
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Rarer still but now unknown was a red Masdevallia orchid powdered with gold.  

Lager once found a single specimen of it growing high in a South American tree. He 

searched in vain for more nearby, later found some 500 mi. away. He shipped a lot to 

the coast where they somehow got sidetracked. In a seaport warehouse they lay until 

they were dead. No one has yet found any more gold-powdered red orchids like that.  

 

Orchid Man Lager usually hunted alone with native bearers, sending his finds back 

to his Partner Henry Hurrell, now 78, by muleback, canoe and raft. Once a hostile 

Indian tribe led him into virgin orchid territory after he had cured a sick child with a 

dose of patent cough medicine. Another time, looking closely into a new orchid, he 

met the stare of a deadly little red coral snake. Once he camped on a little island in 

the great Orinoco River, his orchids all boxed on their rafts for the trip home. Flood, 

freshets boomed down the river, lifted Lager, rafts and orchids and set them on land 

400 mi. downstream. Since the U. S. embargo he has stopped hunting except occa-

sionally in Florida.  

 

TIME Magazine  

April 3, 1933  
 

 

Phalaenopsis amboinesis flava 
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$10,000 Orchid  

$10,000 Orchid 

 

If a flower is a work of art, an orchid is a masterpiece. A piece of the world's rarest 

single orchid plant bloomed last week in Summit, N. J. bearing three beautiful, pure 

white flowers. Two hard-bitten old orchid hunters, John Lager and Henry Hurrell, 

hastily summoned the Press to marvel.  

 

Not for two decades have Orchid-hunters Lager & Hurrell scrabbled through the jun-

gles looking for orchids for tycoons' hothouses. Generation ago they made two 

astounding strikes. High up in the branches of a South American tree, John Emil La-

ger found a gold powdered red Masdevallia orchid unknown to science. Five hundred 

miles away he found a few other specimens. The entire shipment got sidetracked in a 

coastal warehouse, dried out, died. None was ever found again (See page 6 this issue).  

 

John Lager's next great discovery was a pure fluke. In 1908 he sent a crate of 1,000 

dormant, unpotted orchid plants from Colombia to his greenhouses in New Jersey. 

Since they were not in flower, there was no way of telling more than that they were 

Cattleya gigas, a fairly common orchid family. Of the 1,000, about half were sold in 

small quantities to other nurserymen just as they left the crate. The rest Mr. Lager pot-

ted, put in the greenhouse. In 1910 one plant suddenly bloomed pure white. No pure 

white Cattleya gigas has ever been found before or since. The most valuable orchid in 

the world, it was sold by Lager & Hurrell for $10,000 to a European commercial es-

tablishment which in turn sold it to Baron Firmen Lambeau of Belgium. Lager & Hur-

rell promptly made it a house rule never to sell an orchid plant until the partners had a 

chance to see what the flowers were going to be like.  

 

Because it is what horticulturists call a "sport" there is only one way that Baron Lam-

beau's Cattleya gigas Alba can be propagated. Seeds are useless; its seed if sown 

would revert to the colors of its comparatively worthless parents. But every year or so, 

depending on the Alba's strength, an expert with a sharp knife can cut off three or four 

of the pseudo-bulbs that form round its base, make a new plant from them. Baron 

Lambeau performed this operation several times, keeps his plants in his private hot-

houses. Not long ago a Mr. F. E. Dixon of Elkins Park, Pa., an orchid grower with the 

instincts of a stockbroker, cornered the market by buying every available Cattleya 

gigas Alba var óFirmen Lambeauô in Britain. From a stray orchid of the original Catt-

leya Gigas Alba, Mr. Lager acquired the piece of his own plant that flowered so lushly 

last week. There are seven bulbs on this. Soon he expects to have two plants in two 

pots. Only once a year does an orchid bloom. Not for generations can ordinary citizens 

expect to see the flowers of Alba. [Editor:  Cattleya gigas is a synonym for Cattleya 

warscewiczii .]  

 

TIME Magazine  

July 3, 1933  
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Eulophiella roempleriana 

Angraecum longicalcar  

Rare Orchids  
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Encephalartos woodii  

Encephalartos woodii is a cycad famous for being extinct in nature, and for the fact 

that there is no known female specimen on Earth. 

 

Only one clump of male plants has ever been found. John Medley Wood (1827-1915) 

found this clump of four plants in 1895 on a steep south-facing slope on the fringes 

of the Ngoye forest about 30 km from Mtunzini in KwaZulu-Natal. Medley Wood 

was a merchant sailor, farmer, trader, sportsman and botanist. He founded the Natal 

Herbarium and was Curator of the Durban Botanic Gardens. In 1903, Wood sent his 

deputy James Wylie to fetch some of the smaller offsets and three of them were 

grown in the Durban Botanic Gardens. In a 1907 expedition, Wylie collected two of 

the larger trunks, both of which are still to be seen on the Old Conservatory terrace in 

Durban Botanic Gardens. In 1907 Wylie noted that the largest of the four trunks was 

badly mutilated did not expect it to survive. He was right, by 1912 there was only 

one 3m tall trunk left in the wild, and in 1916, the Forestry Department, concerned 

about the survival of the remaining stem, arranged to have it removed and sent to the 

Government Botanist in Pretoria. It is thought that this trunk subsequently in 1964. 

 

Encephalartos woodii in the Irish Botanic Gardens 

 

Encephalartos woodii, one of our most treasured plants, is back on show after being 

behind the scenes for the three years with the restoration of the Palm House. 

 

It has now been planted in the east wing of the Curvilinear House, where a bed is  

dedicated to the South African flora. 

 

Encephalartos woodii has only ever been 

found once in the wild, near the town of 

Durban in 1895. The only known plants are 

all male, which means this species, with no 

surviving females, is unable to reproduce by 

seed, so technically it is already extinct. 

 

Our plant has been grown at Glasnevin for 

100 years, it has never yet produced a cone, 

and the truth is we don't really know how it 

came to be with us, since the original receipt 

from 1905 has got the wrong species name 

on it ! This is the first time it has been plant-

ed into the ground, and we have high hopes 

that this may give it the spur to produce its 

first cone. The big question is, Is it a male 

plant ? or could it possibly be a female?  
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THE IRISH DACTYLORHIZA ORCHIDS  

 

How many species, subspecies and varieties of the genus Dactylorhiza grow wild in 

Ireland? The answer to that question depends on which guide book you are reading, 

in what year it was published and on the experience of the individual botanist in the 

field. However there is one aspect of the genus that botanists agree on. Of all the 

native Irish species of orchid, this genus is the most difficult to classify satisfactorily. 

 

This article outlines some of my personal experience in the field and a few broad 

conclusions drawn from repeated observations of plants growing mainly in the west 

of Ireland (from Donegal to Kerry). To narrow the subject a little, I will omit the two 

most common species (the common and heath spotted orchids) and therefore concen-

trate on the marsh orchids. 

 

Beginning with the Early Marsh orchidðDactylorhza incarnata, this is a well de-

fined species but with a number of subspecies, varieties or both. The typical subspe-

cies D incarnata ssp. incarnata has pale flesh pink coloured flowers. I have never 

seen it in large colonies but in ones and twos here and there (dune slacks, inland lake 

shores and other calcarious marshy ground). Subspecies coccinea seems to be largely 

confined to dune slacks and there it occurs in large numbers in uniform colonies (for 

example near Strandhill, Co. Sligo). The flower spikes tend to be short and the col-

our is distinctly red. Until recently two more subspecies were recognised as growing 

in Ireland. These were ssp. pulchella and ssp. cruenta. Both of these have purple 

flowers. The typical ssp. pulchella has unspotted leaves and has been well document-

ed as a taxon of acidic soils in southern England. Regarding its occurrence in Ireland, 

it is now believed to be the most common and widespread subspecies of Early Marsh 

Orchid in Ireland. During my own recent observations I have seen plants fitting its 

book description in several places in the west of Ireland. These include lake shores 

of Lough Conn, Lough Mask and in the Burren. In recent years I have seen many 

plants matching the description of the taxon D. incarnata ssp. cruenta growing in the 

south-eastern Burren. They have stiff upright leaves which are heavily spotted.  

Indeed some literature lists this taxon as a Burren specialty.  

 

 

In the book The Orchids of Ireland (Tom Curtis and Robert Thompson, National 

Museums Northern Ireland, 2009,) the last taxon is listed as D. incarnata var.  

hyphaematodes. The authors state that the formerly named ssp. cruenta is not distin-

guishable genetically from ssp. pulchella and should therefore be reduced to varietal 

status. I wonôt argue with the above assessment and must now believe that there are 

only three subspecies of D. incarnata in Ireland. 

 

 

The Irish Dactylorhiza Orchids  
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The features that distinguish D. incarnata from other Dactylorhiza marsh orchids are 

the following: 1. relatively narrow leaves; 2. The lower lip (labellum) of the flower is 

reflexes somewhat making the flowers look rather narrow; 3. The markings on the 

same lower lip show a clearly defined double loop with few or no markings outside 

the loop. 

 

Putting aside the Early Marsh orchids, the second group of Irish Dactylorhiza marsh 

orchids come under the umbrella of broad-leaved marsh orchids. Generally these 

have broader leaves and larger flowers than the early marsh orchids (except for the 

rare ssp. traunsteineroides which has narrow leaves.) My own observations include 

two well defined taxa: the Northern marsh orchid (with intensely reddish purple col-

oured flowers and a diamond shaped lower lip which is hardly lobed at all) and the 

Western marsh orchid (with paler reddish purple flowers and an obviously three 

lobed lower lip, the lobes being somewhat rounded). 

  

I have seen both of these in good numbers occurring in  fairly uniform colonies. 

The second flowers earlier. It seems to be common in the Roundstone area of south 

west Connemara where I saw it in full flower in early June. The first is at its best 

towards the end of June. I would like to regard the two plants as being two distinct 

full species (D. purpurella and D. occidentalis respectively). Therefore I have identi-

fied them as such in the photographs. Again there has been much reclassification of 

these orchids (e.g. reducing them to subspecies or variety level of a single species D. 

majalis.) 

  

An article of this brevity only scratches the surface of a topic where I believe much 

more work needs to be done in the field. At the moment I would have more ques-

tions than answers.   

 

EAMON GAUGHAN  

The Irish Dactylorhiza Orchids  

ǅ 

Early Marsh Orchid  

Dactylorhiza ssp. incarnata 

Sheskinmore, Co. Donegal 

Editor:  The name Dactylorhiza is 

der ived from Greek words 

" d a k t y l o s"  ( f i n g e r )  a n d 

"rhiza" (root), referring to the pal-

mately two-to-five-lobed tubers of 

this genus.  
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Dactylorhiza pulchellaðLough Conn Western Marsh OrchidðRoundstone 

Northern Marsh Orchid, Strandhill, Sligo Dactylorhiza coccinea, Strandhill, Sligo 

The Irish Dactylorhiza Orchids  
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THE DAWN OF SMALL - FLOWERED PHALAENOPSIS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three to five little green leaves complement a white-based pink-striped flower, vivid 

and lithe, like a host of fluttering butterflies.  

 

This is Tainung No. 1 Pixie, a new Phalaenopsis orchid variety. Plant breeders' rights 

for this orchid were granted to the Taiwan Agricultural Research Institute's Floricul-

ture Research Center by the Council of Agriculture in 2008, and this April, Grand 

Biotechnology won authorization to grow and sell it.  

 

Currently, this upstart Phalaenopsis still waits in Grand Biotechnology's greenhouse 

for further tissue culture and propagation. It will be two years before it's fully com-

mercialized, but the Pixie, primed to be the next big thing, represents a new chapter 

for Taiwan in industry-government cooperation in orchid cultivation.  

There are those who say that just as the 17th century was the age of the tulip, the 

21st century is the age of the Phalaenopsis.  

Taiwan has been called the Kingdom of Orchids. Back in 1994, Phalaenopsis joined 

the mango, high-mountain tea and tilapia as one of Taiwan's big four agricultural 

exports. Phalaenopsis cultivation has been going on in Taiwan for nearly a century, 

and the process has been industrialized for 20 years, with splendid development in 

quality, shape and color.  

Tainung No. 1 Pixie 
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Subtropical Taiwan is the northernmost limit of the moth orchid's range. Of some 50 

species of Phalaenopsis, Taiwan is home to just two indigenous species: red-

flowered P. equestris and white-flowered P. aphrodite. But with constant hybridiza-

tion, there are over 1,000 Phalaenopsis varieties found in Taiwan, with flowers as 

big as 17 centimeters across and as small as 2.5 cm. The coloration is highly diverse: 

among white flowers alone, we're availed of pure white forms, white with a red la-

bellum, white with a touch of red halo on the lobes, white mottled with black dots, 

and much more. The colors of the red flowers range from deep red and light red to 

pink, light pink and light pink with stripes. And Phalaenopsis Golden Emperor, rare 

and stately, as well as Phalaenopsis Harlequin, adorned with curious purple-black 

splotches giving a clown-like appearance, are Taiwan-bred orchids that took the 

world's major exhibitions by storm. "Basically, the colors of Phalaenopsis have been 

so diverse that it's hard to breed any new colors," says Hsieh.  

Certainly, professional and amateur orchid growers have tried countless crossbreed-

ing possibilities, enriching the staggering variety of Taiwan's moth orchids. Howev-

er, after many years of breeding and growing, the simple, elegant red and white vari-

eties still dominate the market. But growers relentlessly cultivate new varieties with 

a gambler's mentality, hoping to hit the jackpot with the next market leader.  

ENGLAND 2010  -  NEW DVD  ON OFFER:  ñFROM ORE TO ORCHIDSò 

 

Many of us can picture Britainôs Peak District landscape as it is today ï a diverse landscape of 

outstanding natural beauty scattered with picturesque villages and quiet hamlets ï but what do 

we really know of its hidden side? 

 

Since mediaeval times, mankind has left an indelible mark on the landscape, shaping it,  

working it, tending it ï and continues to do so today.  

 

"From Ore to Orchids" explores some of the unlikely and sometimes uncomfortable inter-

relationships between man, industry and nature. A film designed to raise more questions than it 

answers, "From Ore to Orchids" highlights the unexpected and almost symbiotic relation-

ships that have developed over time, through history, and into the future that we all have the 

opportunity to influence.  

 

This is what Jim Dixon, chair of the Peak District National Park Authority had to say on his 

blog: 

  

"I was inspired to look at the orchids of some of our ópost industrialô lead landscapes by the 

excellent óFrom Ore to Orchidsô...  This very high quality DVD tells the story of the geology, 

history and natural history of óthe lead legacyô."  

 

Shot in HD, "From Ore to Orchids" is a poignant, factual work, interweaving beautiful  

photography with harsh reality. 

 

Available at:  http://www.winstercavers.org.uk 

Small -flowered Phalaenopsis  
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Is it a Kellys? Dactylorhiza, (possibly hybrid) 

Greater Butterfly Moth on Fragrant Orchid 

Photos:  Michael Gaughan 

Field Trip:  Strandhill, Co. Sligo - July 2010  
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ñI'm positive...itôs over thereéò  Ulli  Peiler on our July Field Trip. 

IOS Members listen diligently to taxonomic discourse - July Field Trip.  

Photos:  Tom Petherbridge 
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The Most Expensive Orchid  

ORCHID SELLS FOR 1.68 MILLION  

 

A RARE species of Cymbidium orchid was marked 1.68 million yuan (US$200,000) 

for sale at a flower show held by the Shenzhen, China agricultural science research 

institute. 

 

Xu Xiquan, former head of the institute, said at the opening ceremony of the 20-day 

flower show Tuesday that the price should not be surprising at all since the newly 

cultivated species was unique worldwide so far.  

 

The orchid, a result of eight years' efforts by researchers, features with beautiful  

outlook and shape and delicate fragrance. It often takes four to five years for the spe-

cies of orchid to blossom.  

 

Xu said flower cultivation industry has been promising in Shenzhen. "But we are in 

lack of species developed by our own," he said. 
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New Honeybee  

NEW HONEYBEE  KEY TO COMBATTING COLONY COLLAPSE DISORDER  

 

 

A British beekeeper has been working on creating a new strain of honeybee resistant 

to the varroa mite, a prime suspect in colony collapse disorder (CCD), and it looks 

like he's hit a high note after 18 years of careful observation and selective breeding. 

Ron Hoskins found that bees in one of his hives figured out what a great idea mutual 

grooming can be -- they learned to clean the mites off one another. Hoping that this 

learned behavior is hereditary, he spread the genes of bees from this colony to his 

other hives. It worked. Now, combating CCD could be linked in no small part to how 

quickly the new strain of bee spreads across the country. 

 

The Daily Mail reports that the British Beekeepers Association is excited about the 

work Hoskins has done, and the hope is the drones from his "grooming" bees will 

mate with wandering female queens to spread the heartier genes across Britain. It 

could take quite a long time, and a lot of generations of bees before the behavior 

becomes normal, but if it's a way to combat the mites that wipe out entire colonies, 

then it's quite an exciting evolution to witness.  

 

Hoskins, who is from Swindon, has named the new strain the "Swindon Honeybee" 

and all his colonies consist of this new breed. And the behavior might be the only 

thing that can save honeybees from the verroa mite: 

 

Martin Smith, president of the British Beekeepers' Association, said: "The varroa 

mite is probably the single most important factor that has caused the reduction in bee 

numbers worldwide. It has now become resistant to chemicals we have used in the 

past so we are being forced to look into other methods." 

 

The evolution of natural behaviors is certainly a good method to fall back on, with a 

little nudge from beekeepers. It might not be a silver bullet for CCD -- the cause of 

which is still under hot debate -- but it certainly doesn't hurt to have bees taking care 

of mite infestations on their own.  

 

 

Irish Orchid Society members who have an interest in aculeate Hymenoptera ð 

Bees, Wasps and Ants ð will find  BWARS - Bees, Wasps and Ants Recording So-

ciety - a great source. They publish a bi-annual newsletter and biological atlases of 

Ireland and  the UK.  Please see their website:  http://www.bwars.com  

for further information. 
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Dear Laurence 

 

 I would like to give you one comment about the article What Do Fungi Do   

(Vol 8. Issue 4)and try to explain what kind of relationship exists between fungi and 

orchids.  

 

All fungi are extremely vulnerable to drought.  Event sudden lack of water caus-

es destruction of their cells. 

 

Unicellular fungi transforms into the resting spore during slow process dehydra-

tion of the environment. 

 

Upper fungi donôt have any systems (inside cells or tissues and organs) for stor-

age   the water in liquid state or chemical compounds. Different species of fungi 

can survive the dry seasons thanks to their skills to develop spores or sclerotium. 

These processes consumption a lot of energy and require long period of time to 

develop resting forms before the environment become dry. 

 

Terrestrials orchids have special organs for storage among other substance also 

the water (pseudo bulbs or similar to succulent leaves, underground storage or-

gans ï tubers , swollen roots, etc.)      

                                                                                                                                         

Epiphytes orchids have also very good solution to the water economy thanks to their 

developed aerial roots covered by vellamen, which allow them to catch the water 

from the air.  In conclusion:  

 

*Orchids supply water to the fungi during dry seasons or occasional periods of  wa-

ter shortages. (Jaroslaw Oplt)* This way, they allow survive periods otherwise lethal 

for fungi.  *During rain seasons fungi supply nutrients for adult plants. (Jaroslaw 

Oplt)*   So each partner has benefit from coexistence. This is true symbiotism.   This 

symbiotism allows orchids to live in places where other plants can`t grow (no availa-

ble nutrients for the plants).  

 

Yours faithfully 

Michal Wojtczak  
 

Source: 

Author;   Jaroslaw Oplt (botanist from Czech-Slovakia) 

Title: Orchids (Original Title Storczyki) 

Book was printed in Poland 1973 ï In the Polish language  

*........ (Jaroslaw Oplt)* translated from Polish language by Michal Wojtczak  

  

Letter To The Editor  
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MY ATTEMPTS AT GROWING ORCHIDS  

 

I am a member of the Irish Orchid Society (IOS) since its inception in July 2001.    

 

Back then I had one orchid ï a slip given to me by a friend with the command to 

ñget a pot and stick the slip in this compost.ò   

 

Through the IOS I discovered that my new plant had the glorious name of Epiden-

drum ibaquense.  Imagine this tiny flower with such a wonderful name and I was 

hooked. Since then I have acquired several varieties and through trial and error I 

now know what grows best for me.  I have two north facing windowsills.  On these 

are my Phalaenopsis normal size and miniature (to which I am particularly addicted  

because they seem to be absolutely perfect,) and the Zygopetalum.  

 

On the south facing windowsills I have Dendrobiums and infant Cattleya and an  

infant Paphiopedilum.  One of my Phalaenopsis on a second flowing flowered for 

four years non-stop.  (Imagine my delight when this plant won an RHSI Spoon for 

Best Exhibit in the local horticultural show.)  After a short rest it is now on the verge 

of flowering again. 

 

I found that Cymbidiums are too large for a small house and they were given to 

friends. 

 

Pleione and Epidendrum grow in a small glass lean-to at the side of the house.  I 

tried a cutting of the Epidendrum in moss on a piece of bark.  It was doing quite well 

until last winter when, despite being in the lean-to, it succumbed to the frosty nights;  

I may try it again. 

 

My care is very, very simple.  I water them once a week and dust the large leaves, 

but I never feed them.  I talk to them daily and never cease to admire their beauty.  I 

am constantly almost overwhelmed by their glowing colours and the striking mark-

ings on each petal.  They are a most satisfying plant to grow. 

 

My thanks must go to Brendan Sayers for his endless patience and his constant en-

couragement. 

 

 HYLDA J. BECKETT  
 

 

My attempts at growing orchids  
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Dear Laurence,  

 

I have been an active amateur botanist for over 30 years. I have seen and identified 

all but three of the native species of Irish orchids in the wild. This time of the year I 

visit the Lough Conn area of Co mayo to study the populations of the Irish Ladies 

Tresses (Spiranthes romanzoffiana.) 

.  

 

I first saw the orchid on the west side of the lake in 1999. Since I have looked for it 

annually , and found it in varying numbers at several sites around Lough Conn. Two 

years ago I saw two growing at nearby Levally Lake. Last August I saw the largest 

population on the north shore of Lough Cullin where hundreds were seen but past 

their best then.  

 

Today (July 18) I revisited the site and found similar numbers, many with opened 

flowers. Access to the site is the parking area by the R318 (Foxford,  Pontoon Road) 

on the north shore of Lough Cullin, Co. Mayo. Two photos attached of today's out-

ing. 

  

EAMON GAUGHAN  
Strandhill, Co Sligo  

 

Letter To The Editor  

Irish Ladies Tresses Irish Ladies Tresses 
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MINUTES OF THE IRISH ORCHID SOCIETY AGM ð 2010  

  

Date: 14th June 2010 

Venue:  National Botanic Gardem, Glasnevin 

Apologies: Brendan Sayers, Marie Hourigan, Bob Bradshaw, Petra Janssen, Ika 

Peiler, Larry May, Peggy and Howard Frost. 

Total Attendance: Twenty members. 

 

Minutes of the 2009 AGM were read by Mary Bradshaw.  

 

Matters Arising: from the 2009 Minutes: Tom Petherbridge and Tom Doran 

broached the subject as to whether when a speaker comes to speak and sell plants the 

society should seek a 10% commission. The committee wished to raise the problem 

of membership numbers which are difficult to determine because people are so slow 

to pay their fees. Perhaps the secretary should restate the amount of money due when 

she sends a reminder? Members asked why do we not ask for payment online? Ol-

wyn Lanigan and Una Breathnach both know of problems with Paypal. Scott Mac 

Naughton wondered why members do not receive membership cards/receipts? Tom 

Doran resents paying postage stamps. Reminders of payment could be sent by text. 

Group texts are free on Vodaphone. Olwyn Lanigan is concerned about data protec-

tion. The secretary should set up the file and keep it up to date. Hylda Beckett said 

that we should not continue to send out copies of Pollinia after the 1st reminder. The 

committee is considering raising the annual subscription to ú25 euros for individual 

membership, ú35 for family membership and ú20 for OAP/student membership. 

Tom Petherbridge suggested ú30,  ú40,  ú20 respectively. The committee also wishes 

to discontinue the January meetings as these are poorly attended and have been can-

celled twice because of inclement weather.  

 

Hylda Beckett proposed that the 2009 minutes be accepted. Lauri Best seconded this 

motion and the minutes were accepted.  

 

Chairmanôs Report (summary) Shane Kerr welcomed everyone to the meeting es-

pecially new Polish, Russian and Filipino members. Shaneôs first year in the chair 

has passed very quickly. He thanked everyone for their help. The last year has been 

financially challenging and a new fundraiser is needed to replace the dedicated work 

of Michael OôLeary. Shane requested that any interested member put their name 

forward by September. The society does not need to make enormous sums of money. 

Orchids in their many manifestations are our pride and passion. Nevertheless, money 

has to be saved and generated so that the society may survive. 

 

Publicity must be generated for the society. Shane and Lisa Coffey have been rede-

veloping the website. This would have been extremely expensive were it not for the 

Minutes of the Irish Orchid Society AGM ð 2010   
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generosity and skill of Lisa and all the work she has put in. The website belongs to 

the members and we should use it to encourage members to join and learn about or-

chids. 

 

We have also negotiated with the Irish Garden magazine and the Dalkey Newslet-

ter. Indications are positive.  

 

Each year we have speakers from the UK. Scott Mac Naughton has arranged one for 

October next. Any member who would like to make a presentation should discuss it 

with a committee member at the September meeting.  

 

During the past year Niall Reynolds from Neutrog Ireland spoke to us and gave free 

samples of orchid and garden fertiliser. We are grateful for this. The April Orchid 

Fayre at the National Botanic Gardens saw a much improved membersô exhibition 

although attendance was somewhat lower than the previous year. Still, some new 

members were recruited and some funds raised.  

 

Field Trips took place to the Burren, Sligo and to North Bull Island. The sun even 

shone at Bull Island, surely a good omen! Reflecting on the current economic times 

and the lack of an organiser no official trip took place to the UK in the last year.  

Our main outgoing cost is our newsletter, Pollinia. Members should appreciate that 

at least 40% of members do not make it to meetings or field trips so they need their 

newsletter. The editor, Larry May has devoted much time and personal expense to 

the newsletter and has designed a conduit website. It is up to members to provide 

articles and photos. Shane is willing to help as a ghost writer for members who lack 

confidence. The society and the newsletter exist for the members. Shane is consider-

ing putting the newsletter on line and diverting the money saved on printing and 

postage into other activities. Members will be asked for suggestions and feedback.  

Shane thanked the committee for all the work they did during the year and for con-

tinuing for another one. His deepest gratitude goes to the members who turn up each 

month and contribute to raffles for fundraising. 

 

Next year is our 10th anniversary and Shane hopes we can mark it in some special 

way, perhaps with a stand at ñBloom?ò 

 

Treasurerôs Report (summary) Currently the Irish Orchid Society has  ú7,846 in 

the bank and the net society worth is ú7,817. Tom Petherbridge proposed that the 

meeting accept the Treasurerôs report and it was seconded by Una Breathnach.  

 

The following comments were made. Is the society to continue on a ñhair shirtò ba-

sis? Are there any other methods of fund-raising? Big raffles generated income in 

2007 and 2008. We appeared to have ceased advertising from Burnhamôs. David 

Stead should also be asked to pay for advertising in Pollinia. Advertising should  

Minutes of the Irish Orchid Society AGM ð 2010   
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be sought for the website. Shane, Phillipa and Hylda would like the newsletter to 

continue in its present format. A suggestion was made that perhaps the list of forth-

coming events should be displayed at the front , not at the back of Pollinia. Ques-

tions and Answers has been a satisfactory column. A vote of thanks is sent to Larry 

for the excellent job he is doing. Hylda thought that members should be encouraged 

to ask more questions and to write about plants they have seen in their ñneck of the 

woodsò. Tom P. wants the society to renew its associate membership of the Orchid 

Society of Great Britain so that we can have free participation at their lectures. With 

only 108 paid-up members fundraising is obligatory.  

 

Election of Committee Members  
No change in committee membership for the year ahead.  

 

Any Other Business 

Ulli Peiler wants the society to congratulate Brendan Sayers and Susan Sex on the 

international success of their book Irelandôs Wild Orchids: a Field Guide on receiv-

ing the 2010 Annual Literature Award from the Council on Botanical and Horticul-

tural Libraries in May 2010. One Judge commented ñThis is a perfect field guideò. 

Eileen Battersbyôs recent article in The Irish Times should be reprinted in Pollinia. 

[Editorôs  Note:  It was reprinted in the July issue.]  

 

As regards the annual field trip to the Northwest. This year the trip will be on 24/25 

July. Ulli suggested that we might only visit Mullaghmore every second year and  

instead go to a riverside site, or see the Autumn Ladyôs Tresses near Lough Allen, an 

excellent site! People should bring their own picnics. Tom Doran thanked the com-

mittee for a job well done. Olwyn Lanigan thanked the National Botanic Gardens, 

Glasnevin for the use of their facilities.  

  
The forthcoming trip to the North Bull Island on 29th June will be led by Brendan 

Sayers and will commence at 6.30p.m. 

 

The AGM concluded at 9.45.p.m. 

MARY BRADSHAW  

Minutes of the Irish Orchid Society AGM ð 2010   

 

The prizes for our last contest have been sent to the the winners. Most 

recipients sent a thank you note, and so I assume theyôve all been  

received. Let me know if you havenôt. 
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Question:   

 

I keep seeing huge spiders around my orchid plants.  I think they are types we used 

to call ñDaddy long-legs.ò  Are they dangerous? 

 

Answer: 

 
What you see are probably Harvestmen, or opilios They are not dangerous, and are 

very common in Ireland.  In fact, there are no poisonous spiders in Ireland. 

 

The difference between harvestmen and 

spiders is that in harvestmen the two main 

body sections (the abdomen with ten seg-

ments and cephalothorax, or prosoma and 

opisthosoma) are broadly joined, so that 

they appear to be one oval structure; they 

also have no venom or silk glands.  

 

Harvestmen are arachnids belonging to 

the order Opiliones (formerly Phalangida).  

 

As of 2006, over 6,400 species of harvestmen have been discovered worldwide, alt-

hough the real number of extant species may exceed 10,000.  

 

Many species are omnivorous, eating primarily small insects and all kinds of plant 

material and fungi; some are scavengers, feeding upon dead organisms, bird dung 

and other fecal material. This broad range is quite unusual in arachnids, which are 

usually pure predators. Most hunting harvestmen ambush their prey, although active 

hunting is also found. Because their eyes cannot form images, they use their second 

pair of legs as antennae to explore their environment. 

  

In some places, harvestmen are known by the name "Daddy longlegs" or even 

"granddaddy longlegs", but this name is also used for two other unrelated arthropods: 

the crane fly (Tipulidae) and the cellar spider (Pholcidae).  

 

So you neednôt worry about these insects. 

Your Questions and Answers  
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NEW BEDFORD, MAð A physicist, 

philosopher, poet, theologian, mathemati-

cian, horticulturist, writer and cook, the 

Rev. Martin Lee Buote, 76, is celebrating 

50 years in the priesthood and a lifetime 

of falling in love with God and His crea-

tions. 

 

Born in Fall River and raised in Somer-

set, Buote spent his childhood exploring 

the world around him. 

 

"The wetlands, streams and ponds in-

structed me in the ways of fish, reptiles, 

insects, amphibians and strange animals 

about the size and shape of a horse hair," 

said Buote. "I remember the first time, 

when walking a woodland trail as a 

youngster, that I came upon an unknown 

plant and made a field examination that 

told me it must be an orchid." 

 

A magnifying glass also brought him to 

the six-sided world of the snowflake, and 

the telescope showed him the craters of 

the moon and some of the other wonders 

of space. 

 

"I fell in love with all aspects of creation, 

but most especially with the delights of 

mathematics and physics," he said. 

 

After graduating from Somerset High 

School, Buote continued his education at 

the Massachusetts Institute of Technolo-

gy in Cambridge. 

 

"I had all sorts of possibilities," he said,  

recalling his career options. "The only 

thing I didn't consider was sports." 

 

But while fully immersed in the sciences 

at MIT, his calling came. 

 

"I was able to rejoice in the awe-inspiring 

beauty and magnificence of both the 

creature and the Creator," he said of his 

vocation. "Truth is truth is truth." 

 

Buote enrolled at the School of St. Philip 

Neri in Boston and attended Cardinal 

O'Connell Minor Seminary and St. John's 

Seminary in Brighton. 

 

He was ordained on Jan. 30, 1960, and 

continued his studies at Boston College, 

where he earned a bachelor's degree in 

physics in 1964. 

 

Buote bought his own home, located 

about 300 feet from the former St. Anne's 

Rectory, New Bedford, MA 

 

"I spent one-third of my life living right 

there, and it was simply a matter of con-

venience to stay in the neighborhood. If I 

had decided to go someplace else, I 

would have had to get all new acquaint-

ances," he said grinning. 

 

Because of the parish closure, Buote re-

tired earlier than most priests. 

 

"In a letter I sent to the bishop, I did not 

ask to retire from work," he explained. "I 

no longer have any administrative duties, 

but I can go and help wherever and 

whenever someone wishes. I am able to 

take on help for any parish that calls." 

 

Buote usually says daily Mass at Our 

Lady of Guadalupe at St. James Church 

and weekend Mass at Our Lady of Mount 

Carmel Church. He teaches Bible studies 

twice a week and attends retreats offered 

by the Legionaries of Christ, a fairly 

Orchidist Priest  

ORCHIDIST PRIEST REJOICES IN MAGNIFICENCE OF GOD'S CREATIONS  
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Orchidist Priest  

young order that he says is "growing by 

leaps and bounds." 

 

Retirement also offers more time for 

prayer, reading and writing. 

 

"I estimate that in the library immediately 

above my bedroom there are between one 

to two tons of books," he said. 

 

A frequent letter writer on The Standard-

Times' Opinion pages, Buote often re-

sponds to stories offering a theological 

viewpoint. 

 

He also writes to several scientific jour-

nals, where his letters are published. 

 

"These interests have stayed with me 

even to the present," he said. "This fasci-

nation is so much a part of me that one 

day I woke from a dream to write down a 

new method of determining the velocity 

of light that I had worked out in my 

sleep." 

 

A boyhood discovery, the orchid, is still a 

passion. Two to three hundred orchids 

thrive in three rooms of his home, nur-

tured by grow lights, ample window ex-

posure and his tender care. 

 

Last month, family, friends and parish-

ioners gathered for the 50th Anniversary 

of Ordination and First Solemn Mass and 

reception at St. James Church. Following 

the service, guests visited the small 

"museum" in the church hall, which 

showcased Buote's many accomplish-

ments and hobbies, as well as highlights 

of his 50 years in the priesthood. 

 

Then, the person who left MIT to enter 

the Catholic Church all those years ago 

cooked an authentic Chinese feast for all 

Buote bought his own home, located 

about 300 feet from the former St. Anne's 

Rectory, New Bedford, MA 

 

"I spent one-third of my life living right 

there, and it was simply a matter of con-

venience to stay in the neighborhood. If I 

had decided to go someplace else, I 

would have had to get all new acquaint-

ances," he said grinning. 

 

Because of the parish closure, Buote re-

tired earlier than most priests. 

 

"In a letter I sent to the bishop, I did not 

ask to retire from work," he explained. "I 

no longer have any administrative duties, 

but I can go and help wherever and when-

ever someone wishes. I am able to take 

on help for any parish that calls." 

 

 

SOUTH COAST TODAY 

New Bedford, MA 

Ní fuacht go hEarrach is ní teas go Fomhair 
 

There is no cold to compare with the cold of Spring, nor is there heat to compare 

with the heat of Autumn 
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The Complete Field Guide to Ireland's Birds  

 

This brand new field guide from Eric Dempsey and Michael O'Clery, to be published 

in late September, 2010,  is without doubt the best guide to Ireland's birds yet  

produced. 

 

Almost 370 species are illustrated in full, along with key identification features, 

voice, diet, habitat and status information and highly accurate distribution maps. In 

addition, over 100 of Ireland's rarest vagrants are also included. It will easily fit into 

a jacket pocket or a rucksack and is ideal for use in the field. 

 

This book is destined to become an essential part of every nature lover's bookshelf. 

If you watch birds in Ireland and only buy one book this year, it should be this one.  

 

Order now for delivery end of September/early October - price ú20, plus P&P  

 

http://shop.birdwatchireland.ie/ 

For this initial issue of Stamps on a Roll, four images from the current Irish Wild 

Flowers Definitive series are featured. The species on the stamps are:  

Spring gentian, Mountain avens, Bloody craneôs-bill and Common knapweed. 

 

The stamps feature original illustrations by renowned botanical artist Susan Sex, 

Her work is very familiar to the Irish Orchid Society.  

 

New Irish Stamps and Bird Field Guide 
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 CALENDAR  
 OF 
 EVENTS  

 
 

Membership Renewal Notice!  
There are a significant number of individuals who 
have not paid their annual subscription. If you wish 
to continue your membership, please act on this 
promptly! It is unfair to those who undertake the 
society administration and finances to have to con-
tinually follow -up. If we do not hear from you, your 
membership will be cancelled.  

    
Calendar of Events  -  October through January 2011  

  
October 4th 8pm- Growing a Mixed Collection  
Laurence Hobbs who runs a UK-based orchid nursery 

will speak to us on his long standing love of orchids, 

giving his tips on success, and will have plants for sale.  
 
November 1st 8pm- Membersô Night 
This evening there will be an open discussion on all 

aspects of orchid cultivation. Members have the oppor-

tunity to ask experienced growers questions and offer 

suggestions on how the society can be improved. Any-

one with flowering plants should bring them to show.  
 
December 6th 8pm - Christmas Soirée 

A short light-hearted review of the orchid society year 

will be presented followed by our traditional mini-

feast. Members are encouraged in advance to submit 

any relevant digital photographs they have accumulat-

ed during the year to the chairman. These could in-

clude those taken on their travels, field trips or simply 

favourite plants they have flowered. Members are in-

vited to bring along snacks to share. 
 
January 2011 
Please note that January meetings have been discontin-
ued 
 
For updates, additions and changes, visit our websites: 
 

IRISH ORCHID SOCIETY  
www.irishorchidsociety.org 

Å 
POLLINIA  

www.pollinia.org 

http://www.taraguerardsoiree.com/
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For a wide range of unusual species and 
popular hybrids please ask for our colour brochure. 

 For an even wider and more up to date list of plants, books, sundries, gifts 
 etc., visit our web site www.orchids.uk.com 

   We will be pleased to ship to Ireland, contact us for a quote or get together  
with your orchid friends to share the cost of delivery. 

 

Forches Cross, Newton Abbot, Devon, England, TQ12 6PZ. 
Tel: +44 1626 352233   mail@orchids.uk.com 

Are pleased to be regular 

visitors to the  

Dublin Orchid Fayre! 

 

 

AGRITURISMO SILLITTI - Via G. Gabrielli 7, 93100, Caltanissetta, Sicily  

http://www.sillitti.it/  //E-mail: info@sillitti.it  //Tel: +39 0934 930733   

Sillitti Agriturismo and Burnham Nurseries  

http://www.orchids.uk.com/

